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Speakers from Orissa share views on Struggles for Land, Livelihood
and Life in India: a view of Imperialism and Neo-liberalism

Garry Fehr, Rita Dhamoon, Dr. Manoranjan Mohanty, Satwinder Bains, Dr. Bidyut Mohanty, and Nicola Mooney

he CICS hosted an event on June 22
organized by the South Asian Network for
Secularism and Democracy (SANSAD).

Aided by the adoption of the neo-liberal
agenda by the Indian state, the many-pronged
penetration of imperialism is now present in
every sector of Indian economy, every aspect
of society and polity, and also in the defense/
military establishment.

The focus of the forum was on only one
aspect of this phenomenon: the large-scale
acquisition of hundreds of thousands of

Interns leave for India
in September

ollowing the success of two previous
internships (2006, 2008), two more student
interns will be leaving for Chandigarh, India
in September for one semester of work and
activities. Rajvinder Heer, who is a student in the
department of Social Work and Human Services,
and Balreet Mandair, a student in the History

hectares of agricultural land, either for
building mega-projects or for setting up
Special Economic Zones to serve the local
and/or multinational big capital. Large-scale
resistance of peasants and tribal people is
happening all over India, and is often met
with severe state repression.

The forum examined this by looking at one
region, the resource-rich state of Orissa. Many
national and multinational corporations are
waiting in the wings. It is also in Orissa (ruled
by the Hindutava forces of BJP) that genocidal

department, will be working on two very distinct
and different projects.

Heer will be working on the Canadians Abroad
project of the Asia Pacific Foundation (APF)

in a granted program. She will be gathering
statistical estimates of Canadians who reside
in the Punjab region of India and developing
profiles of prominent Canadians who have
settled in India.

Mandair will be interning through support from

attacks on the Christian community took place
last year. Thousands of affected families were
unable to return to their homes.

Dr. Hari Sharma, professor emeritus of
sociology at SFU and president of the

South Asian Network for Secularism and
Democracy (SANSAD), presented an update
and a brief overview on Imperialism and
India. Dr. Manoranjan Mohanty, retired head
of the department of Political Science at

the University of Delhi, presently a visiting
professor of global and international studies at
the University of California (Santa Barbara),
discussed People’s Movement Against Neo-
Liberalism and Imperialism: A View from
Orissa. Dr. Bidyut Mohanty, head of the
women’s studies department at the Institute
of Social Sciences in New Delhi, currently a
visiting professor of global and international
studies at the University of California (Santa
Barbara), presented her paper on Right to
Livelihood from a Gender Perspective. As a
husband-wife team, Drs. Manoranjan and
Bidyut Mohanty are originally from Orissa,
and have been very actively involved with the
people’s resistance movements there.

the Association of Universities and Colleges
of Canada (AUCC). She will be working with
a non-profit organization called Developing
Indigenous Resources in a janta colony near
Chandigarh. This internship deals with the
need for health care, or identifying those in
need of health care. The overall goal is to
improve the efficiency and equity of delivering
health care to women, children, and the
rural poor so as to meet the challenges of the
Millennium Development Goals by 2015.
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Visit by the Director-General of the Centre for Research in
Rural and Industrial Development (CRRID) in India

FV and the Centre for Research in Rural
and Industrial Development (CRRID),
Chandigarh, India signed an MOU in December

2008. The intent of the MOU is to collaborate
on furthering cooperation through educational,
research and cultural linkages for the mutual
benefit of the two institutions and their
stakeholders.

At the request of the BC Regional Innovation
Chair in Canada-India Business and Economic
Development, Dr. Rashpal Malhotra, director-
general and executive vice-chairman of
CRRID, visited UFV to explore the areas

of potential collaboration. While many
possibilities were explored, the immediate
interest is in the areas of safety and security,

UFV lost a good friend in the passing of

Dr. Kuldip Gill

Dr. Kuldip Gill

r. Kuldip Gill, a good friend of UFV and

instructor in the English department,
passed away recently after a short illness. Kuldip
was a poet and anthropologist who drew from

her upbringing in the Fraser Valley for inspiration.

She was awarded an honorary doctorate from
UFV in 2005, and served as UFV's first writer-in-
residence in 2006.

A lifelong scholar, Kuldip never stopped
learning and growing, and took up writing
poetry in 1997, after earlier earning her PhD
in anthropology. Her first volume of poetry,
Dharma Rasa, was published in 1999 and
won the B.C 2000 Book Award for poetry. It is
available for sale in the UFV bookstore. Kuldip
was also published in Red Silk: An Anthology
of South Asian Canadian Women Poets, the
Literary Review of Canada (Oct. 2007), and
Language for a New Century: Contemporary
Poetry from the Middle East, Asia, and Beyond
(W.W. Norton, April. 2008).

Valley Sutra, a second title, new and yet to be
released, will be published soon. Kuldip had
strong roots in the community and she was

a prominent supporter of UFV. She will be
dearly remembered and missed.

health, and human resource development —
professional and vocational.

During his visit, Dr. Malhotra also visited
Cascade Aerospace in Abbotsford and had
meetings with ministers and officials of the BC
government to discuss how British Columbia
and India could advance trade, economic, and
social relations.
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