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Ceremony held at CICS in memory of 1984

On November 3, the Centre for Indo-
Canadian Studies held a ceremony in
remembrance of the Delhi riots that occurred in
1984, which was a year of great tragedy for Sikhs
around the world.

In early June 1984, thousands of Sikh pilgrims
were killed when their holiest shrine, the
Golden Temple of Amritsar, was attacked by
the Indian army. Following this attack, in late
October, then-prime minister Indira Gandhi
was assassinated by her two Sikh bodyguards
in apparent retaliation. This assassination
ignited a series of anti-Sikh riots across India,
aided and abetted by various agencies of the
state, in which several thousand more Sikhs
were killed. These tragic events sparked more
than a decade of violent ethnic conict in
Punjab and inspired Sikh nationalism abroad.

In memory of the 1984 events, a lecture on
the origins and chronology of the tragedy and
a consideration of its impacts on Canadian
Sikhs was jointly presented by Satwinder
Bains, director of the Centre for Indo-
Canadian Studies, and Dr. Nicola Mooney

of the Social, Cultural, and Media Studies
department.

The lecture was followed by a candle-lighting
ceremony commemorating those Sikhs who
lost their lives, and in remembrance of all the
people affected by those traumatic events.

Remembering the tragic events of June 1984.

India Study Tour 2010

he next India Study Tour is all set to take

place in February 2010, as students prepare to
not only experience the thrill, history, and beauty
of a lifetime, but earn university credits during
this great experience.

The study tour is part of a geography and eld-
study India course and this time around will

expose students to several unique Indian states
and cities including Delhi, Agra, Chandigarh,
Shimla, Kandaghat, Amritsar, Bhopal, and Goa.

The course will consist of four weeks study
prior to departure, one month in India, and
then three weeks of study upon return.

It includes historical, cultural, and social
exposure that will allow students to see the
real India rst-hand. Faculty members helping
to organize and take part in this tour include
Dr. Garry Fehr, Cherie Enns, and Satwinder
Bains.
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