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Community profile: Ken Uppal, new chair of the
Indo-Canadian Community Advisory Committee

Tell us a little about yourself

| grew up in a small village on the outskirts of
Ludhiana, Punjab. | attended Punjab Agricultural
University in food engineering before shifting to
an MBA program in central India. The genetically
deep-rooted Punjab diaspora took me to
Abbotsford — which | chose based on a strong
Indo-Canadian community presence here.

My academic interests took me to the University
of Guelph where | completed another specialized
degree and did my MBA with a major in
agricultural economics. For the last six years |
have been working with Farm Credit Canada in
Abbotsford helping farm families and commercial

agri-businesses for their capital-related needs. |
have been living in Abbotsford from the last 10
years with my family.

What is your affiliation with UFV and
the CICS?

| can count myself as an alumnus of UFV after
completing a three-month certificate program in
agricultural production & management. The CICS
is another area of interest for me at UFV, which
has attracted my attention due to its involvement
in the local Indo-Canadian community. | had an
opportunity to attend a few seminars/workshops
and related activities hosted by the centre. |

was invited to become involved as an advisory
committee member in 2008.

What does the CICS offer to the
community in your opinion?

The CICS was incubated with a focus on wider
issues in the Indo-Canadian community, and has
been strongly supported by local community
members. As of date, the centre has contributed
to a great number of activities which have
continued to attract my attention. These include:

& Providing knowledge/access to different
chairs or departments working in various

universities/colleges in India & Canada.

& Creating a stronger presence in the local
media about the centre’s past and future
roles.

& Providing an opportunity for members from
backgrounds in business, education, and
farming communities to contribute in various
ways at the centre

& Acting as acommon platform to facilitate
closer and more personable relationships
between different organizations on
their ideas and opinions about local and
international issues in the Indo-Canadian/
Punjabi community.

& Undertaking outreach far and wide to similar
communities of interest.

What roles do you see the centre having
in the future?

The success of the centre in the future will be
defined more and more by the involvement of
the members of the Indo-Canadian community.
I think the next logical step for the CICS is to
diversify its geographic and intellectual reach
through wider audiences all over Canada.

SAPNA update

he South Asian Peer Network Association (SAPNA) has a new executive team which organizes on and off

campus events. The positions are held by Raji Heer as the president, Raman Gill as vice president, Aman Dhami
as public relations coordinator, Sheetal Deo as exectuive assistant, and Sidrah Ahmad as communications manager.
Raji Heer is hoping to take SAPNA to a new level over the next few months by bringing in speakers to discuss various
South Asian Issues and organizing a lecture as a lead-up to the undergraduate conference in May 2011.

SAPNA also has a Bhangra, Giddha, and Bollywood dance team that practises weekly and performs at
community events. The teams are organized and led by UFV students who have a passion to share their cultural
traditions with the wider community. For more information on SAPNA, please contact Raji, at sapna@ufv.ca.
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Visiting Scholar, Dr. Satya Sharma — Associate
Professor of Anthropology, Department of Religion
and Culture, University of Saskatchewan

Tell us a little about yourself.

| was born in January 1, 1942 in Khurja City, U.P., India, in a lower middle class family with my father
working in the Indian Railways. | did my BSc In 1959 in physics, chemistry, and mathematics, and then
completed my MSc in anthropology. | then completed my PhD degree in anthropology at Cornell
University, Ithaca, NY, USA. | taught physics for two years in Ghaziabad, Delhi University in 1961. | joined
the University of Saskatchewan in 1970 as an Assistant Professor in the Department of Anthropology &
Archaeology and in 2008 | moved to the Department of Religion and Culture.

What attracted you to research specifically on India?

I was born and raised in India and my first spell of fieldwork was carried out in a peasant village of the then
Union Territory of Delhi. This formed the basis for my master’s thesis at Delhi University. | returned to the
same village community in 1968 to undertake my PhD dissertation fieldwork for Cornell University. In

the early 1980’s | developed an interest in the South Asian diasporic communities of Canada and the USA.
Recently | have developed an interest in the rise of fundamentalism in South Asia, and have developed and
taught an undergraduate class on the topic.

What is your affiliation with the Centre for Indo-CanadianStudies?

I am a visiting scholar here at the Centre for Indo-Canadian Studies where | am undertaking a project on the
health effects of pesticide use on the farm workers of the Fraser Valley, having completed a similar project
in Yuba City/Marysville Region of Northern California.

Is there any current research you are working on related to South Asia?

| am currently involved in three projects relating to South Asia: firstly, | am working towards a monograph
on the South Asian community in Saskatoon; secondly, after considerable research, | am in the process

of developing a course on Bollywood Cinema and Popular Culture in India and the Diaspora; and thirdly,

| am engaged in a study titled “Village Then and Now,” which will be my last project during the current
sabbatical. It will examine the impact of globalization and urbanization in an Indian village | have studied for
48 years and the fieldwork for this study will be carried out during January-May, 2011.

Dr. Satya Sharma, Visiting Scholar at the CICS

Student Leader
Profile: Hargun Dhatt,
Dep'’t of Psychology

What are you studying at UFV?
What are some of your future goals/
aspirations?

I am enrolled in the Bachelors of Arts program
with a major in Psychology. My long term
plan is to achieve a PhD and work as an
organizational psychologist.

How do you see your role here as an
international student?

As an international student | think it is
incumbent on me to make people aware of the
diversity in India. It should be brought to notice
how India has a global standing and yet is very
much in touch with its varied traditions.

What is your connection to the Centre
for Indo-Canadian Studies?

I am working as a research assistant at CICS
and through it at The Reach Gallery and
Museum researching their collection of archives
that will be needed as the CICS develops
exhibitions for the upcoming Centennial
exhibition at the National Historic Site Sikh
Temple. | have been going through archival
material and researching information on the
Indo Canadian pioneers who came to British
Columbia at the turn of the last century.
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Dr. Rajnish Dhawan
presents play at the Reach

r. Rajnish Dhawan, UFV English instructor, presented

his play “That Time of Year,” on October 22, at the
Reach Gallery and Museum. An enthralled audience took
part in the onstage readings as some UFV students acted
in roles. The play looks at marriage, gender, and sexuality
as perceived through the lens of people in North America
and India. The discrepancies in the two points of view, the
assumptions about these issues, and the stereotypes on
both sides were brought out in the play.
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Marilyn Smith with family members and Dr. Garry Fehr (Right: Gallery by Marilyn Smith)

On the CASE Gallery opens at CICS

he opening of Marilyn Smith’s photographic exhibit was a great success as community members,

staff, and faculty attended a reception at the centre on the evening of Tuesday, October 26.
Smith’s photo essay On the CASE (Child Advocates for Social Empowerment) looked at the
impoverished Janta Colony just outside of the metropolis of Chandigarh, India. Through the efforts
of Developing Indigenous Resources (DIR), a medical team took on the task of assisting poor and
malnourished families through health education. Smith’s amazing exhibit highlighted both these
families’ impoverished state and the small pleasures in their lives as seen through the eyes of the
young children. The photo exhibit was on display at the centre from October 26-29.

Upcoming Events
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The newsletter for the Centre
for Indo-Canadian Studies

January 10: Kick off for Centennial Celebrations
at Abbotsford City Hall, visit www.ufv.ca/cics/
centennial to learn more.

March 29: Ehsaas Readers and Writers Festival

April 1-June 5: Reach Gallery: National Historic
Site Sikh Temple Exhibition

April 13: Fraser Valley Indo Canadian Business
Association’s Annual Vaisakhi Luncheon

Publisher:

Satwinder Bains, CICS Director
Satwinder.Bains@ufv.ca
604-854-4547

May 5 - 7: Punjabi’s in the 21st Century Conference
and Undergraduate conference

May 7: Centennial Gala to honour pioneers and
community excellence awards

August 26, 27, 28: Centennial commemoration
at Historic Site Temple

UFV Centre for
Indo Canadian Studies

We would appreciate any comments,
suggestions, or inquiries about the

September 23 - January 8: Reach Gallery:
Celebration of Punjab Culture and History
October 26: Diwali

November 15 - 16: Seventh Annual Ehsaas
South Asian Film Festival

For more information please visit
www.ufv.ca/cics/announcements

UFV Abbotsford campus
33844 King Road
Abbotsford, BC, V2S 7MB

www.ufv.ca/cics

Centre for Indo-Canadian Studies.
Please feel free to email
sharanjit.sandhra@ufv.ca

or call 604-851-6325.




