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Dr. Bikkar Singh Lalli 
receives honorary 
degree   

D r. Lalli made the South Asian community 
proud when the Senate of Kwantlen 

Polytechnic University awarded him the Doctor 
of Law degree on the basis of his outstanding 
social work done for society and especially 
within the South Asian community. Dr. Lalli 
received his MA in mathematics from Punjab 
University and while his family was still in 
India he completed his PhD in mathematics 
from UBC. He worked as a professor at the 
University of Saskatchewan for 29 years and 
was the head of the Mathematics department 
before retiring in 1996. He visited many 
countries like India, Australia, China, Hungary, 
Japan, and Ukraine as a part of his research and 
collaborative work. Apart from a distinguished 
40-year career in the academic field including 
research and publications in more than 150 
national and international journals, Dr. Lalli 
is a strong supporter of health and education 
causes. He has dedicated 15 years of his life 
working to raise awareness about health-
related issues amongst seniors and the 
importance of education for the youth and 
children. Now 83 years old, Dr Lalli’s work is 
an inspiration not only for the South Asian 
community but for the community as a whole. 

T he South Asian Peer Networking Association (SAPNA) was recognized at UFV’s Volunteer 
Recognition award ceremony this year. Executive members Raji Heer, Sheetal Deo, Aman Dhami, 

and Sidrah Ahmad represented the association at this ceremony and were awarded with certificates for 
SAPNA’s contribution to the UFV community. SAPNA members have been busy since September 2010 
with a variety of activities including assisting in the formation of three new dance groups in the Bhangra, 
Giddha, and Bollywood styles.

SAPNA members Sheetal Deo, Sidrah Ahmad, Jenny Ahuja, and Raji Heer took part in an undergraduate 
panel at the Transnational Punjabis in the 21st Century conference in collaboration with CICS. Their papers 
focused on issues of identity within the younger generation and what it means to be Punjabi or of South 
Asian descent in a modern western world. The discussions initiated further dialogue among the audience 
that consisted of community members and international scholars. Themes such as language, religion, 
identity crisis, and volunteering were among the topics discussed.

In addition, SAPNA organised Diwali and Holi festivals on campus, both of which attracted large crowds 
and included a community dinner. Finally, SAPNA organized three Chai Time evenings. Chai Time is open 
to students, faculty, staff, and community members with a focus on topics such as issues of identity and 
culture and a goal of furthering the understanding of integration issues that South Asians face within 
the Canadian mosaic. The idea is to broaden our understanding and hear from students about various 
perceptions. For instance, one of the discussions led by Dr. Rita Dhamoon, a UFV political science instructor, 
dealt with perceptions of what it means to be a woman. Another discussion led by Sheetal Deo questioned 
where certain perceptions first arise, and took a look at various media, notably, Being Indie and the 
comedian Russell Peters. Going forward, SAPNA will be organizing more Chai Time discussions, which will 
be facilitated by students and academics in the Fall semester. 

SAPNA is looking forward to the upcoming year and always welcomes new members. The executive team 
thanks everyone for their contributions this past year. For more information on our events and/or how to 
get involved with SAPNA, email sapna@ufv.ca

SAPNA receives Volunteer Recognition award 

SAPNA members Sidrah, Raji, Sheetal, and Amanpreet with CICS Director Satwinder Bains.

Dr. Bikkar Singh Lalli (right) receiving an honorary 
degree from Arvinder S. Bubber, Kwantlen Chancellor
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Surjeet Kalsey launches 
her new book, Colours 
Of My Heart 

B orn in Amritsar India, Surjeet Kalsey is a 
Canadian poet, dramatist, short-story writer, 

and translator who lives in British Columbia. An 
epitome of academic success, Surjeet Kalsey has 
a master’s degree in English and Punjabi literature 
from Punjab University Chandigarh, as well as 
a master’s in creative writing and a master’s in 
counselling psychology from the University of 
British Columbia. She has worked as a writer and 
interpreter, a family therapist and as a bilingual 
instructor at Vancouver Community College. 
The UFV Centre for the Indo-Canadian Studies 
hosted the Fraser Valley launch (including a 
poetry reading) of Ms. Kalsey’s book Colours Of 
My Heart on May 15. Some of the local sponsors 
present at the event were Punjabi Literary Society 
of Abbotsford, Matsqui–Sumas–Abbotsford 
Poets Potpourri Society, the Apni-Awaaz program 
from the CIVL 101.7 FM radio station, and other 
community members.

Mr. Scot Slessor, Consul General for Canada  
in India visits Abbotsford  

T he Fraser Valley Indo-Canadian Business Association (FVICBA) hosted a lunch with Mr. Scot Slessor, 
Consul General in Chandigarh, upon his visit to Abbotsford in June. This was a great opportunity for 

Abbotsford to showcase the economic success for both Canada and India. Addressing a group of about 
50 people, he briefed community leaders and businesses about his offices in Chandigarh while discussing 
with them various business opportunities in India. The fact that about 250 Canadian businesses are 
currently trading with India is an example of how India has risen in the past and is very close to China in 
terms of economic growth. His vision is to see this number rise dramatically in the coming few years.  
Mr. Slessor also announced that the Chandigarh office will start issuing passports as of September 2011. 

Mr. Slessor also visited the centre and met with UFV Provost and VP Academic Eric Davis, UFV BC 
Regional Innovation Chair on Canada–India Business and Economic Development DJ Sandhu, CICS 
director Satwinder Bains, and  members of the CICS advisory committee, including Andy Sidhu, Kelly 
Chahal, and Dr. Malwinder Dhami. DJ Sandhu discussed various issues with the Consul General and 
updated him on some of the successful initiatives undertaken in India. Mr. Slessor has worked for 
the Canadian Development Agency in China and then joined the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade in 1996. As Counsel General, he is responsible for the States of Punjab, Haryana,  
and Himachal Pradesh. 

Mr. Slessor (sixth from left) at the lunch hosted by the Fraser Valley Indo-Canadian Business Association.Surjeet Kalsey (sitting second from left) with members  
of Punjabi Literary Society of Abbotsford.

CICS welcomes new advisory committee members 

U FV president Dr. Mark Evered recently appointed new members to the Indo-Canadian 
Community Advisory Committee (ICCAC). The role of the ICCAC is to provide general 

advice to the university on the ongoing activities of the Centre for Indo-Canadian Studies, the 
Canada–India Studies program, and the work of the BC Regional Innovation Chair on Canada–
India Business and Economic Development.

Members of the CICS advisory committee with UFV staff
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The seventh annual 
Ehsaas South Asian 
Film Festival 

T he seventh annual Ehsaas Film Festival will be 
taking place on November 15 at UFV. This fi lm 

festival is unique as festival goers will get a chance 
to meet the directors of some of the fi lms and see 
many fi lms in one night. An opening reception is 
planned with the community so that they can meet 
the directors.

This year’s theme will be based on Sikh 
documentaries in honour of the Centennial of the 
National Historic Sikh Temple in Abbotsford (1911–
2011). Some of the fi lms that will be shown include 
Sikhs of Tod Inlet, Khanabadosh, Holy Kitchens — The 
True Business, Musafar and Kitte Mil Ve Mahi. Each fi lm 
will present an insight into the Sikh Diaspora, Sikhism, 
Sikh-related issues and Sikh history. The festival 
admission is free and all are welcome to attend. The 
fi lms will be shown at the Abbotsford campus from 5 
to 11 pm. For updated information visit the Centennial 
website at UFV at: www.ufv.ca/cics/centennial or 
you may contact us at 604-851-6325.

Upcoming Events
Oct 26: Diwali Celebrations
Oct 27: CICS and Reach Gallery Book Launch — 

Undesirables by Ali Kazimi
Oct 27: The Reach Gallery Museum, Celebration 

of Punjabi Art and Culture Exhibition Opening 
Reception 

Oct 27–Jan 8: The Reach Gallery Museum, 
Celebration of Punjabi Art and Culture 
Exhibition

Nov 5–6: Sikhism Conference at the National 
Historic Site Gur Sikh Temple

Nov 15: Ehsaas South Asian Film Festival — 
Sikh Documentaries

Dec 17: Offi cial opening of the Sikh Heritage 
Museum at National Historic Site Gur Sikh 
Temple with Lieutenant Governor of BC, the 
Honourable Steven Point

Please check our website www.ufv.ca/cics 
for current and updated information.

Dr. Jaspal Singh & Prof. Chawla (8th and 9th from left) with members of the community and UFV staff

Vice Chancellor and Registrar of Punjabi 
University, Patiala, visit CICS

T he Centre for Indo-Canadian Studies was honoured to hold a meeting with the Vice Chancellor 
Jaspal Singh and Registrar Prof A.S Chawla of Punjabi University Patiala on August 11. This 

meeting was attended by UFV senior administration, faculty members, community members, and 
members of the CICS advisory committee. UFV president Dr. Mark Evered was pleased to announce 
that his meeting with Dr. Jaspal Singh had been quite productive and he had discussed with Dr. 
Jaspal Singh involvement in the initiative of opening up a Centre for Indo-North American Studies in 
Patiala. Dr. Jaspal Singh also suggested that collaboration for a Centre for Diaspora Studies and other 
initiatives like student exchange programs and offering online courses could be looked into in the near 
future. He envisioned that such initiatives would help promote Punjabi culture, language, history with 
the Indian diaspora in Canada and in the Fraser Valley in particular. 

Dr. Jaspal Singh said that Punjabi University is a hub of academic and research activities and the 
university’s contribution to Punjabi language and culture has been outstanding. This is obvious from 
the fact that the university has 10 departments specifi cally dedicated to accomplishing this task. 
For instance, the Punjabi Development department focuses on translating the original works of 
international scholars, philosophers, writers, poets etc. The Vice Chancellor was keen to work with 
UFV and to identify newer areas of cooperation for promoting education.


