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T he South Asian Peer Network Association 
(SAPNA) saw a big turn out when they 

celebrated Diwali at the centre on Oct 20. The 
UFV bhangra and giddha teams entertained 
everyone with their energetic performances. UFV 
President Mark Evered wore traditional Indian 
attire and welcomed everyone to the event and 
wished everyone a very happy Diwali. Students 
and attendees had a lot of fun and were seen 
dancing, enjoying food, and getting henna applied 
to their hands. 

SAPNA’s monthly chai time discussions were well 
attended by students, faculty, and community 
members. These discussions focus on various 
topics like issues of identity, and social, cultural, 
or religious issues. These discussions are now also 
being published in the Punjabi Patrika for all to 
read and participate. The most recent discussions 
have focused on the vulnerable positions that some 
women find themselves in when their marriages 
break down and they have little social support to 
see them through this difficult time. An outcome 
of this discussion is a larger community-wide 
engagement proposed for March 8 on International 
Women’s Day.

SAPNA activities  

T o commemorate Guru Nanak’s birthday, the Institute for Understanding Sikhism-IUS (Montreal), 
together with the Centre for Indo-Canadian Studies and the Khalsa Diwan Society, Abbotsford, 

organized a conference on Guru Nanak’s philosophy and science. The main idea of this conference was to  
initiate interest among theologians and researchers about the need to look into the philosophy of Guru 
Nanak, the founder of Sikhism, from a scientific point of view. Scholars argued that the philosophy of Guru 
Nanak embodied in his Bani is still being represented by theologians having no knowledge of science so 
far. This two-day conference, attended by over a hundred people, generated a lot of dialogue and brought 
to light many aspects of Sikh philosophy. After the success of the conference, participants and audience 
suggested that a group be formed and topics of interest be discussed on a monthly basis in Abbotsford. 

T he centre, together with the English department and the UFV Research Office, sponsored the 
Greeting the Light colloquium. At this event UFV’S new hires in South Asian and Diaspora literatures, 

Prabhjot Parmar and Rajish Dhawan, spoke about their research interests and the projects they are currently 
involved in. Poet and scholar Chris Levenson recited his poetry and spoke of how he became interested in 
South Asian literature. UFV English instructor Trevor Carolan talked about  The Lotus Singers: Contemporary 
Stories from South Asia, a new book that he edited and had recently been released. The audience enjoyed an 
hour of South Asian literature in its many forms. 

Greeting the Light — a UFV  
South Asian literary colloquium 

Conference on Guru Nanak’s 
philosophy & science   

Scholars with other guests at the conference

UFV faculty members with other guests

UFV Giddha team performing at Diwali
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Upcoming Events

Jan 23–Feb 4: Visiting faculty and PhD 
research scholar from Punjab 
University, Chandigarh

March 8: Holi & International 
Women’s Day Celebrations

March 28: Ehsaas South Asian 
Readers and Writers Festival 

April 4: Heat Game CICS Partnership
 for Vaisakhi

June: New exhibit at the Sikh 
Heritage Museum, Abbotsford

Please check our website www.ufv.ca/cics for 
current and updated information.

Classical music warms CICS 

C ICS partnered with Virasat Foundation to bring two acclaimed 
Indian classical music virtuosos to UFV. Pandit Manu Kumar Seen 

(sitar player) and Ustad Akram Khan (tabla player) performed and 
demonstrated their skill and art form to an appreciative audience on 
Nov 23. These artists mesmerized the audiences with their 
performance and explained the importance and value of the ragas 
they were playing. They also described how their instruments (sitar 
and tabla) work. Concerts like these encourage artists and keep the 
tradition of Indian classical music alive in the West.

A li Kazimi is a writer and an award-winning documentary fi lm maker based in Toronto. Some of his documentaries 
include Rex vs. Singh, Runaway Grooms, Continuous Journey, Documenting Dissent, Some Kind of Arrangement and 

Passage from India. Kazimi is a fi lm professor at York University, Toronto and he was recently at the Reach Gallery Museum 
in Abbotsford to launch his book Undesirables: White Canada and The Komagata Maru.  This book is based on the Komagata 
Maru tragedy where a boat fi lled with 376 Indians was forcefully turned back by Canadian authorities after harbouring 
at the Vancouver port for two months. Ali’s presentation about his book was both fascinating and captivating. The book 
contains rare archival photographs and visual materials, some never seen before. This book is a gift to the South Asian 
community and sheds insight into one of the darkest chapters of Canadian history. Ali was also kind enough to present a 
gift copy of this special book to all the guests who attended the lunch.

Film-maker and author, Ali Kazimi visits Abbotsford 
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