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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
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FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
CRIM 291    3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
 Theory and Practice of Criminal Investigations  
 COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE  

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: 

This course is intended for those who are or will be responsible for the investigation and follow-up of criminal offences. Core 
topics provide a foundation for investigation skills, and include principles of human behaviour, effective communication 
techniques with victims, working with witnesses and offenders, principles of crime scene examinations, substantive criminal law 
and criminal evidence and procedure (e.g., principles of taking statements and confessions), human source handling, and the 
investigation of high profile offences. The intent is to achieve a sound approach to handling any investigative responsibilities. 
 

PREREQUISITES: Admission to the BGS Police Studies program 
CRIM 151 and CRIM 160  

COREQUISITES: none  

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program)  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 40 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar:  Hrs    
Laboratory:  Hrs    
Field Experience:  Hrs    
Student Directed Learning: 5 Hrs    
Other (Specify):  Hrs    
     

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: annually 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No  
 
AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):   Chairperson:  
 A.R. Speevak, BA, MS (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Dr. Darryl B. Plecas  Dr. Virginia B. Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: January 28, 2005 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the art and science of criminal investigation, and for those already assigned to 
investigative responsibilities, to improve their ability, skills, and knowledge. The course commences with ethical principles that 
guide all types of criminal investigations and a study of human behaviour. For each investigative topic in the course, students will 
be able to: 
• Demonstrate investigative competencies. 
• Explain the principles of human behavior. 
• Understand the role of ethics in investigations. 
• Interpret and apply the law (substantive, procedural and evidentiary) as it relates to each topic area. 
• Demonstrate professionalism. 
 
Elective topics are added to the course via individual directed research and written assignments. The approval of elective topics 
will be the responsibility of the course instructor, to meet individual learning needs and/or anticipated assignments. 
 
 
METHODS: 

Lectures, video, interactive CD, class discussions, practical exercises (skill display), and assessments 
 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)    Yes    No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Contact Department for procedure 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFEENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Criminal Code, RSC, 1985 

Gino Arcaro, Criminal Investigation – Forming Reasonable Grounds, Nelson-Thompson Learning, 2000 
 
Crime and Evidence in Action, CD-ROM by Rick Michelson and Kelli Stevens (ISBN 0-534-61531) 
 
Steve Sheriff, Convicting the Guilty (latest edition), restricted publication available from Steve Sheriff, Office of the Crown 
Counsel, Peel Region, Ontario. 
 
Selected handouts & cases 

 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Two Quizzes ( 15% each) 30% 
Written Assignment 30% 
Class Assignments and/or Skill Displays (5% each)  15% 
Final Exam 25% 

 
GRADING

A+ 95% and above C+ 65 – 69% 
A 90 – 94% C 60 – 64% 
A− 85 – 89% C− 55 – 59% 
B+ 80 – 84% P 50 – 54% 
B 75 – 79% NC 49% and below 
B− 70 – 74% 

 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
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Week 1: Course Introduction - Student Responsibilities, Course Structure, Testing Procedures and purpose, Course Overview, 

Core and Elective Topics 
Police Professionalism & Ethics - This session reviews the personal characteristics and traits of successful 
investigators, the role of supervisors and subordinate responsibilities. Topics also include work habits which enhance 
professionalism and cases of ethical and unethical behaviour, including the risks to security and vulnerability of 
officers.  

 
Week 2: Human Behaviour Theory 

The study of human behaviour enhances student communication and human interaction skills. This session covers 
personality development, personal values, deviant behaviour, and the interpretation of interpersonal communications. 
Topics include maturation, motivation and needs, attitudes, perception, stress, frustration, prejudice, family conflict, 
mental illness, psychopathic behaviour, sexual deviation and unlawful behaviour. Students learn to apply human 
behavior theory when dealing with people and in particular to acquire information. 

 
Week 3: Interviewing Theory & Techniques 

This session will review the techniques, of effective interviewing. Role play situations provide students with practice 
and knowledge of how they can enhance communications. This will include the preparation and approach to 
interviewing versus interrogation, the importance of background knowledge, body language, interviewing techniques, 
and legal aspects of interviewing. 

 
Week 4: Interviewing Exercises 

This session is a demonstration of an interview containing examples of common non-verbal communication behaviour. 
Students practice specific interview techniques (e.g., from promoting empathy to causing discomfort by intruding on 
personal space). Students are presented with hypothetical situations for which they must plan and execute a 20 minute 
interview using the learned techniques. 

 
Week 5: Investigational Theory & Techniques 

Students learn to investigate crimes by gaining an understanding of the purpose and objectives of criminal 
investigations (reconstruction of events, recovery of evidence, identifying the essential elements of offences, and 
identifying offenders). Topics include the preliminary investigation, crime scene examination, and follow through. 

 
Week 6: Investigation Exercises 

Students are given a crime scene scenario and carry out investigation roles. Students are given a case study of an 
offence and will be required to prepare an investigative plan, which identifies the crime, the legal elements of the 
offence requiring proof, the types of evidence necessary to prove the offence, and specialized units that assist in the 
above. 

 
Week 7: Human Source Development 

Human contacts and sources are used to develop information about crimes and criminals and assist in some 
investigative tasks. Topics include the availability and importance of human contacts and sources, methods of legally 
obtaining information, and information sources in the community and government. Also covered are the control of a 
human sources, the need for honesty and integrity in source handling, proper authorization for investigative strategies, 
and professionalism (e.g., in cases of handling sources of the opposite sex, addicts, juveniles, and parolees). Important 
legal issues are examined, such as entrapment, agent provocateur, and committing criminal offences in the investigative 
process. 

 
Week 8: The Law of Evidence: Statements, Admissions and Confessions 

This session involves taking statements from victims, witnesses, and suspects. Topics include: the legal principles 
governing the admissibility of statements and confessions (e.g., applicability of the Charter); recording of statements 
(e.g., in writing or by technical means); inculpatory and exculpatory statements; the “Judges’ Rules”; competence and 
compellability (e.g., cases involving husbands & wives); the voir dire; interviewing and questioning children; and 
privileged communications. Questioning techniques and associated legal issues, such as confronting the accused with 
evidence, crime re-enactments, and practice in the actual taking of statements, are related to earlier sessions on 
interviewing. Finally investigation aids such as the use of the polygraph is examined. 

 
Week 9: The Law of Evidence & Procedure: Practical Investigations 

This session will focus on law as it relates to the criminal investigative process, other than statements, admissions and 
confessions. Topics include general rules of evidence and role of case law (i.e., as it applies the Charter and other 
statutes) on investigative techniques. Related to this are discussions of investigator behavior and contact with suspected 
persons such that the Charter of Rights and Freedoms is respected, along with professionalism and ethics.  

 
Week 10: Case Studies: Approach Strategies to Dangerous Incidents 

Investigators receive information and proceed directly to scenes of crimes which are inherently dangerous. Through the 
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use of case studies, students will learn common mistakes and appropriate strategies when responding to scenes of in-
progress or very recently committed crimes, including incidents such as barricaded persons, hostage situations, 
situations requiring containment and special safety procedures, and building searches. Students will study how to 
identify danger signs and the role of stress in such situations. 

 
Week 11: Case Studies: Approach Strategies to In-Progress Crimes and Search Warrant Executions 

Students are provided with practical exercises where they must respond to staged crimes in progress and search 
scenarios, in which they must apply learned investigative strategies and techniques. Students are required to write 
operational plans and execute the required police response or search operation in a teamwork environment. This session 
will include the responsibility for oral briefings before the event and de-briefings after the event. 

 
Week 12: Working with Victims/Witnesses of Crimes 

This session is designed to familiarize investigators with the trauma and sensitivities of crime victims and witnesses 
and associated problems for investigations. By understanding the psychological responses associated with these events, 
investigators will gain much more lucid and valuable information from victims and witnesses, which include providing 
them with immediate assistance. Included topics are: general police procedures at the crime scene, victim witness 
intervention, psychological first aid, victim-witness protection strategies, use of assault kits, and recommending 
medical help and referrals to social agencies. 

 
Week 13: Sensitive and High Profile Investigations 

Investigators learn to intervene in and investigate high profile and/or sensitive crimes and incidents. Such incidents 
range from violence and stalking situations (which often include spousal assaults, child abuse, elder abuse, and sexual 
assaults) to criminal allegations against persons in authority (such as school teachers, police officers, and others). This 
session will sensitize investigators to issues involved in high profile crimes, such as special needs of victims and 
witnesses (and even offenders), as well as enhance investigative skills so as to prevent the loss of evidence through the 
inappropriate initial investigation of such incidents.  

 
Week 14: Final Exam
 
 


