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This course examines the unique investigative procedures that are essential to drug enforcement and the investigation of major 
drug offences. The course also examines the statutes and jurisprudence uniquely related to drug enforcement. Topics include 
professionalism, street level enforcement, and investigations relating to importing, exporting, cultivating, and trafficking.  
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the specialized field of drug investigations and enforcement, and for those 
already assigned to specialized units, to improve their ability, skills, and knowledge. For each investigative topic in the course, 
students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate investigative competencies. 
• Understand the special role of ethics and law in drug enforcement. 
• Interpret and apply the law (substantive, procedural and evidentiary) as it relates to drug enforcement. 
• Demonstrate professionalism. 
 
METHODS: 

Lectures, video, CD/DVD, participative class discussions, projects and practical team exercises (skill display), and assessments 
 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)    Yes    No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Contact Department for procedure 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFEENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Drug Abuse Enforcement Guide, Current Revision 
 
Final Report of the Commission into the Non-Medical Use of Drugs, 1973, Government Information Catalogue 

No. H21-5370/2 
 
Criminal Code, RSC., 1985. 
 
Canada Evidence Act, RSC, 1985. 
 
Judge Rene J. Marin, Admissibility of Statements, latest edition 
 
Steve Sheriff, Convicting the Guilty (latest edition), restricted publication available from Steve Sheriff, Office of the Crown 
Counsel, Peel Region, Ontario. 

 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Book Report 15% 
Practical Assignments & Projects 30% 
Final Exam 55% 

 
GRADING
 

A+ 95% and above C+ 65 – 69% 
A 90 – 94% C 60 – 64% 
A− 85 – 89% C− 55 – 59% 
B+ 80 – 84% P 50 – 54% 
B 75 – 79% NC 49% and below 
B− 70 – 74% 

 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

 
SESSION 1: ORIENTATION AND INTRODUCTION TO DRUG LEGISLATION 

The purpose of this session is to familiarize the students with the course purpose and goals and inform them of 
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expected session responsibilities and participation. Topics include professionalism, approach to drug enforcement, 
specialized techniques overview, and common errors or omissions in drug investigations (by reviewing notable cases). 
The session reviews applicable drug legislation, including Controlled Drugs and Substances Act, Criminal Code 
(including “proceeds of crime”), Youth Criminal Justice Act, Identification of Criminals Act, Firearms Act, Extradition 
Act, Income Tax Act, and the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms. A PRE-TEST is administered to identify level 
of knowledge in law. Other topics reviewed include: types of drug possession, use of expert witnesses, authorities to 
possess drugs, importing and exporting, drug paraphernalia, double-doctoring, and certificates of analysis. 

 
SESSION 2: IDENTIFICATION AND PROPERTIES OF DRUGS 

Students learn to make preliminary identification of commonly abused drugs and classify them under the appropriate 
schedules appended to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act. Students also learn to classify drugs in terms of being 
a stimulant, depressant, hallucinogen, along with how abusers and addicts commonly use each drug. This session will 
also review identification features, commonly used tests, and pharmacological properties of all of the common drugs of 
abuse, including opiates, synthetic narcotics, cocaine, cannabis sativa, various controlled drugs, and others. In sum, 
each student will learn to identify a drug by its properties, classify the drug, and describe its pharmacological 
properties. 

 
SESSION 3: MULTIPLE PRESCRIPTIONS, DIVERSION AND FRAUD RELATED OFFENCES 

This session will examine legal drugs that are diverted for illegal purposes (e.g., satisfy addiction or financial gain), 
such as fiorinal, tylenol, hydrocodone, oxycodone, and pentazocine. This session will prepare students for 
investigations, the preparation of charges and court briefs against suspects who illegally fail to disclose previous 
prescriptions, illegally divert drugs from legal sources, commit fraud related offences such as forging prescriptions, 
committing false pretences to obtain prescriptions or drugs, and commit offences such as personation and possession of 
property obtained by crime. This session will also reference the provincial health acts where applicable. Students will 
learn to develop and use sources of information, develop the evidence for a charge, and identify the peculiarities of 
these offences. 

 
SESSION 4: MARIJUANA CULTIVATION AND HYDROPONIC LABS 

This session familiarizes students with the history and trends in marijuana cultivation, the profit and demand for 
cultivated marijuana, the sources of information on marijuana cultivation techniques used by offenders, botanical and 
chemical properties of the marijuana plant, and techniques such as cloning used in cultivation. Students learn passive 
and active systems of cultivation, the use of light, equipment found in labs, carbon dioxide enrichment, the 3-stage and 
2-stage methods of cultivation, and “superweed”. Through knowledge of the plant and equipment used in its 
cultivation, students can learn how to mount a successful investigation against an illegal cultivation operation.  

 
SESSION 5: CLANDESTINE LABORATORIES 

This session provides students with the knowledge required to investigate a clandestine chemical or hydroponic 
laboratory. Students learn the basic equipment and chemicals common to clandestine laboratories, including precursors 
and reagents and hazardous chemicals. Students learn how clandestine labs use professional chemists and designated 
analysts, and the hazards involved in gathering the evidence during these investigations. This session will also teach 
students on available investigative assistance, such forensic identification sections, Federal Crown, and the Bureau of 
Dangerous Drugs. Last the session includes investigative techniques such as police raid operations, counter surveillance 
techniques used by criminals, booby traps, incendiary materials, electronic monitoring, the use of protective equipment, 
and the seizing and packaging, transport and storage of chemicals and products found in clandestine labs. 

 
SESSION 6: STRESS THEORY & MANAGEMENT I 

In this session students learn about occupational and post critical incident stress and how to maintain optimal personal 
and team performance under daily hazardous and stressful conditions. The session introduces students to the 
sympathetic and parasympathetic nervous systems, the conditions that activate these systems, the response patterns, the 
long term effects of stress, and ways and means of managing the stress response, as well as learning relaxation 
responses. This includes biofeedback training, progressive muscle relaxation training, Dr. Herbert Benson’s clinical 
method of inducing the “relaxation response”, and Dr. Charles Stroebel’s method of inducing the “quieting reflex”.  
The role of the supervisor is examined, including responsibilities of preventive health in the workplace, peer and 
professional counselling referrals, shooting trauma teams, and member assistance programs. 

 
SESSION 7: PROCEEDS OF CRIME 

This session reviews “Proceeds of Crime” legislation outlined in the Criminal Code and the Controlled Drugs and 
Substances Act, with a focus on investigation strategies and the preparation of these cases for court.  This session will 
also cover the economic theory, background and development of the “Proceeds of Crime” or “Anti-Drug Profiteering” 
program, the legal sections under each applicable statute, the United Nations Asset Seizure Program, the value of net 
worth investigations, the value of financial information in a narcotics investigation, preparation of net worth assets, and 
the preparation of court briefs. The session will include exercises for students to learn how to prepare and actually 
prepare net worth assessments. 
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SESSION 8: DRUGS, GANG SOCIOLOGY, & OUTLAW MOTORCYCLE GANGS 

This session examines how national and international motorcycle gangs have evolved and become highly sophisticated 
criminal organizations. The session will provide students with knowledge of the sociology and structure of outlaw 
motorcycle gangs, and how the gangs are involved in drug trafficking and other criminal activities. (This session will 
lead to the session on “conspiracy” and lay the foundation for discussion on the new anti-criminal organization sections 
of the Criminal Code). This session will also provide students with current information on the particular drugs being 
controlled (trafficked) by outlaw motorcycle gangs, and the links between outlaw motorcycle gangs and other criminal 
organizations, such as Asian crime groups, and will review successful and unsuccessful drug related investigations 
targeting the outlaw motorcycle gangs. 

 
SESSION 9: UNDERCOVER TECHNIQUES: THEORY & PRACTICE 

This session focuses on the theory of conducting undercover operations, analysing the advantages and disadvantages of 
both short and long term approaches, the qualities of a good undercover operator and cover team, the role of the cover 
story, as well as the “test purchase” method. Students will learn about the duties and procedures of officers in an 
undercover operation, particularly those of the operator and the cover team. The session also focuses on the hazards of 
undercover operations, informant - operator relationships, “rip-offs” (thefts, robbery and fraud) and required security 
measures, avoiding the use of drugs, officer conflicts and stress. The session also covers the handling of drugs, cash 
and other evidence, use of electronic aids, field identification of drugs, memory and observation techniques and 
identification strategies for court. Related to the theory of undercover operations is the law governing such conduct by 
police, including conspiracy, agent provocateur, entrapment, offering, and the key case law related to these concepts. 

 
SESSION 10: THEORY OF HUMAN SOURCE DEVELOPMENT & MANAGEMENT 

Students learn the theoretical knowledge behind the development of human sources of information. The session covers 
the types of human sources, (members of the public, confidential and casual sources, juvenile sources) and the 
distinction between and “informant” and an “agent”. Common procedures such as establishing source profiles, initial 
contacts, and supervision and monitoring of the source, provide the foundation for understanding the hazards of 
handling human sources. Students learn about the need for security given the risks to human sources, the risks inherent 
in relationships formed with sources, dealing with criminal activity by sources, and issues in source relationships such 
as money handling. Finally students learn about the termination of human sources, ensuring local security for the 
source, and source protection and relocation programs. 

 
SESSION 11: THE LAW OF CONSPIRACY 

Conspiracy is often used in lieu of direct drug offences, especially when there are a number of separate crimes, or 
offenders, isolated acts over a wide time span that may cross several different jurisdictions, or circumstances involving 
high level criminal activities where top echelon perpetrators do not engage in direct criminal acts. Conspiracies require 
greater planning, premeditation, sophistication, and so require a higher level of investigative skills and awareness. 
Students will study hypothetical cases to detect evidence of conspiracies. Students study legal issues in jurisdiction, 
parties to offences, aiding, abetting and counselling, and attempted offences. The session also covers the prosecution of 
conspiracy offences and being a member of a criminal organization, special areas of consideration such as persons 
known and unknown, how a conspiracy case file is managed and evidence is acquired, and finally court briefs and 
charting techniques to show how the conspiracy is presented in court. 

 
SESSION 12: LEGAL POWERS OF ARREST, SEARCH AND SEIZURE 

This session examines the legal authorities for conducting searches of persons, dwellings, buildings, vehicles, and other 
places, as well as the arrest of suspects and the seizure of illicit drugs and other evidence. The use of force during drug 
arrest and search operations, persons found committing offences, the preparation of search warrants, searches of places 
with multiple occupancy (such as rented rooms and boarding houses), searches of particular places (such as lawyer’s 
offices, vessels, vehicles, items in the post), diplomatic immunity, searches without a warrant, and “controlled 
deliveries” are all reviewed. Finally, this session reviews the developing grounds for and the powers of arrest (with and 
without warrant), as well as issues concerning false arrest, the use of force, fresh pursuit, dealing with young offenders, 
“plain view” doctrine, and procedures to ensure the continuity of evidence. 

 
SESSION 13: OFFICER SAFETY & PRINCIPLES OF SUSPECT CONTROL 

This session focuses on the potential for violence during drug operations, emphasizes the needs for threat assessment, 
deals with the psychology of “cop killers”, and prepares and guides students through strategies for the effective use of 
force when necessary through the concept of a “Confrontational Continuum”. This session will examine the inherent 
risks in drug enforcement, interview and interrogation of suspects, agent and informant handling, surveillance, drug 
raids, high risk vehicle stops, undercover operations and arrest of dangerous offenders.  This session is intended to 
mentally and physically prepare students for hazardous situations, and teach students some techniques and procedures 
to enhance their awareness and ensure a proper mental attitude towards safety in their work environment. The session 
also reviews the legal justifications for the use of force, and the legal articulation of excessive force. Students will 
practice the techniques taught in this session and during practical exercises throughout the balance of this course. 

 
SESSION 14: ELECTRONIC EVIDENCE & THE LAW 
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Part VI of the Criminal Code of Canada deals with the court-authorized electronic interception of communications and 
is an area of rapidly changing legislative restrictions. In this session students study the methods and procedures 
required to prepare affidavits and obtain court authorizations. Students learn the types of authorizations including 
renewals, legal concepts such as “implied consent” and the legal authority for surreptitious entry as well as the latest 
case law and judicial rulings that restrict and otherwise affect the availability of authorizations or the use of electronic 
evidence. The interception of special communications such as cell phones, pagers, fax machines, the use of video, dial 
number recorders, tracking devices, are covered, as is the obtaining of authorizations for party lines and pay phones, 
and the use of electronic devices by other than peace officers. Last the students are prepared for monitoring duties and 
voice identification during investigations. 

 
SESSION 15: STRESS THEORY & MANAGEMENT II 

This session will examines how to plan physical and mental fitness regimens, learn about the causes of stress and 
methods to reduce stress, and increase personal resilience. This will include the theory and components of physical 
fitness, including topics on aerobics, endurance, muscle endurance, muscle strength, and flexibility, as well as lifestyle 
risk factors, cardio-vascular disease, hypokinetic diseases, balanced diet and target pulse rates. This session will also 
include a participatory session where students develop and implement individual exercise programs. In this portion the 
students will learn about aerobic and muscle activity, testing target pulse rates, activity levels and overload, weight 
training and developing a personal exercise program. This session will also cover critical incidents and post trauma 
stress signs, symptoms, solutions, and relaxation training techniques. 

 
SESSION 16: INTERVIEW & INTERROGATION 

This session will cover than the various techniques when interviewing and interrogating suspects in drug investigations. 
This session covers the theory of interrogation techniques, introduces new techniques, and discusses the concepts of 
effective interrogations, its effectiveness and limitations. The relationship between personality and interrogation is 
explored, transaction analysis is introduced, and body language and proxemics are reviewed. Time is allotted for 
demonstrations and performance. The session moves on to more advanced topics such as recording techniques, legal 
implications of interrogation, the admissibility of evidence, use of intercepted recordings, the polygraph and the 
problem of culture and language barriers. 

 
SESSION 17: SURVEILLANCE (Lecture & LAB) 

This session reviews the practical requirements for conducting physical surveillance and how to use related technical 
equipment. Students will learn how to organize surveillance teams, the principles of basic surveillance, the selection 
and operation of observation posts, the use of video and practical visual aids, and the importance of briefings / de-
briefings and surveillance note taking. Following some illustrations and discussion, a full surveillance exercise on a real 
scenario involving electronic evidence and a conspiracy investigation will provide for a practical application of the 
theory. The scenario will enable students to learn different vehicle and foot techniques of surveillance, and provide 
students with an awareness of counter-surveillance. 

 
SESSION 18: THE THEORY & PRACTICE OF STREET LEVEL ENFORCEMENT 

From a “street level” perspective, this session provides students with the necessary knowledge for properly conducting 
searches of people, vehicles, building, dwellings, or other places. From a practical approach, the session will cover 
operational planning for drug raids (i.e., particular arrests, searches, the handling of particular evidence and exhibits, 
and exercising safe practices in these police operations). Topics include types of searches, stopping and searching 
vehicles, planning and executing building searches, obtaining layouts of premises, and the importance of suspect 
identification. The session also covers the validity of warranted searches and valid methods of their execution, the 
scope of warrants, warrant-less seizures, seizure and continuity of evidence, exhibit storage and weight loss, use of 
notes and marking of exhibits. The lecture portion is followed by a practical lab exercise involving street trafficking 
techniques, the use of drug paraphernalia, the use of drug testing kits and drug packaging methods. 

 
SESSION 19:  NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DRUG TRAFFICKING 

Drug investigators conduct investigations on organized crime groups who originate from different countries and 
cultures. In this session students learn to recognize ethnic criminal organizations and penetrate them. This session will 
provide the history and development of different cocaine, heroin, marijuana/hashish trafficking organizations and their 
relationships to other organizations. The organizational structure of each, current trends, and the economics of 
international drug trafficking will be explored as well. 

 
SESSION 20: MID-COURSE EXAM & 

ELECTRONIC EVIDENCE/CONSPIRACY FILE EXERCISE “DEBRIEFING” 
 
SESSION 21: THE LAW OF STATEMENTS, ADMISSIONS AND CONFESSIONS 

This session distinguishes between statements, admissions, and confessions, and provides the legal requirements to 
ensure their acceptance in court. Topics include: prior consistent and inconsistent statements, “K.G.B.” statements, the 
Common Law and Charter sections concerning admissibility of statements, and disclosure concerns, (R. vs. 
Stinchcombe). Finally, students are provided with an in-depth knowledge of the recent case law, as well as stratagems, 
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methods and techniques that are accepted by the courts, especially those concerning promises, (such as leniency for 
assistance), inducements, tricks, duress, and undercover operations. 

 
SESSION 22: LEGAL ARTICULATION (Lecture / LAB) 

Drug enforcement investigators may become involved in a shooting situation during the normal course of their duties. 
It is therefore crucial that they can explain in a clear, concise and effective way the events that occurred before, during 
and after the use of force encounter. This use of force in drug situations is usually such that an officer had little or no 
alternative action and s/he is forced to shoot. This session will provide students with sufficient knowledge to 
understand the three elements needed for an “Officer Force Act” to occur. Students will also understand the traumatic 
consequences of a “deadly force encounter” are crucial to the legal implications of when and how to articulate the 
encounter. This session will include practical scenarios, using the Firearms Training Simulator System (F.A.T.S.), so 
that students can assess reasonableness use a level of force and determine what “excessive force” is. Students will learn 
seven tactical principles, contact cover, practice shoot/don’t shoot decision scenarios involving physical confrontation 
and response in daylight and darkness, practice using force and deadly force, and explaining their justification. 

 
SESSION 23: HIGH RISK RAID PLANNING AND EXECUTION 

Students learn how to plan, supervise and execute high risk drug raids. The methodology will consist of theory, case 
studies, and practical field exercises (LAB). This session will include the theory of planning, execution, initiation, 
evacuation and re-organization/de-brief. The session stresses the importance of proper in-depth pre-raid planning, 
proper briefings, effective deployment of resources, and safe execution of the plan by using proper entry and room 
searching techniques as well as proper body search techniques. The session will provide students with opportunity to 
plan, supervise and execute high risk raids in scenarios that follow. 

 
SESSION 24: HIGH RISK VEHICLE STOPS (Lecture / LAB) 

Students will learn why vehicle intercepts, as an arrest technique, is a last resort. Students will learn to plan, direct, and 
execute high risk vehicle stops, both static and dynamic. Students will learn the importance of pre-planning, proper 
briefings, acquisition and deployment of resources, site selection, execution of the stop, securing the area and making 
the arrest in a safe, efficient manner. This session will consist of classroom theory, discussion of examples, and 
practical field exercises. Students will then have the opportunity to plan, supervise and execute both static and dynamic 
vehicle stops during the practical exercises. 

 
SESSION 25: FINAL EXAMINATION 
 
 
 

 


