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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: 
This course surveys contemporary police practices (such as organization, enforcement emphasis, recruiting, community relations, role in 
politics, response to crime, use of force) in the modern world, with a special emphasis on democratic states.  Consequently, international 
police practices will be examined in the context of their historical and philosophical roots.  Although there will be a special emphasis on 
policing in Canada, the general concept of policing in a democracy will be examined through a comparative study of policing in countries 
such as England, the United States, France, Israel, and others.  
 
PREREQUISITES: Acceptance into a degree program (with a minimum of 45 university transferable credits) and nine credits of lower-level 

CRIM including Crim 100 and 151. 
 
COREQUISITES: none 
  [ SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S)     [ SERVICE COURSE TO: [  (a) Replaces:      [        _______________________________________  [ __________________________________________________ [ (Course #)   [  (Department / Program) [   (b) Cannot take                for further credit [  __________________________________  [ __________________________________________________ [     (Course #)   [  (Department / Program)     TOTAL HOURS PER TERM:  45   [ TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION    ______________   [ [ STRUCTURE OF HOURS:     [ LENGTH OF COURSE:  [           _____________________________ 
Lectures:      45 hrs  [ 
Seminar:     hrs  [ HOURS PER DAY:         
Laboratory:    hrs  [      ________________________________ 
Field Experience:    hrs  [ 
Student Directed Learning:   hrs  [ 
Other (Specify):        hrs  [ 
  
 MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:  35   __________________  EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERING:  Fall     _______________________________________________________________  WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (Lower-level courses only)    YES x NO         ________        ________  WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED?: (Upper-level requested by department)  YES  NO        ________        ________  TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:     YES x NO                   ________        ________    

 AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  Course designer(s):     Chairperson:      _________________________________________                ______________________________________________ Darryl Plecas                (Curriculum Committee)  Department Head:     Dean:     __________________________________________                            _____________________________________________________  Tim Segger                                                                                Virginia B. Cooke  PAC Approval in Principle Date:    PAC Final Approval Date:          December 16, 1998          ______________________________    _________________________________  
             LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES/ LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 
 
The goal of this course is to introduce students to the study of policing (vis-a-vis strict "law enforcement") in the 
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modern democratic world.  Students will be encouraged to develop a conceptual definition of "public" 
policing that is applicable on an international scale, consistent with the concepts of government and order.  
By the end of the course, students should be able to understand the historical relationship between police 
and society, based on general, philosophical propositions of the police function. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: 
 
The format for this course will include lectures, structured group exercises, class discussions, and formal 
research.  In order to facilitate the learning process, students will be encouraged to initiate and participate in 
class discussions.  Consequently, students will be responsible for reading all assigned material prior to class. 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 
           
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR   YES     X      NO              
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 
 
 
Contact Department Head 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
 
1. Bayley, David H. (1985).  Patterns of policing: A comparative analysis.  New Brunswick, N.J.: Rutgers 

University Press. 
 
 
2. Handout for Crim 440 students, available at the UCFV Bookstore.  This handout includes government 

publications on the legal status of the police, Native policing, the future of policing, and legal cases 
on the role of police (e.g., R. V. Waterfield, 1963). 

 
 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
 
 
 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
 
1. Mid-term Examination    20 % 
2. Group Assignment/Presentation  10 % 
3. Research Paper *    30 % 
4. Final Examination    40 % 
 

* All students will be required to submit a 2000- to 2500-word typed research paper, on an approved 
topic, by the 10th week of the semester. 
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* PARTICIPATION REQUIREMENT 

All students are expected to participate in the activities in class and contribute to the learning of their 
classmates.  Failure to do so may result in failure to complete the requirements of the course. 

* ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENT 
Students do not receive credit for class attendance; however, they are expected to attend all 
scheduled lectures.  Students will be responsible for all materials covered in the lectures, which may 
not be covered in the assigned readings or which may offer a different perspective from that in the 
readings. 

 
 
GRADING 
 

A+  95% and above  C+   65% — 69% 
A  90% — 94%    C   60% — 64% 
A—  85% — 89%    C—  55% — 59% 
B+  80% — 84%    P   50% — 54% 
B  75% — 79%    NC/Fail  49% and below 
B—  70% — 74% 

 
I   = Incomplete (contract must be arranged with instructor and signed by both parties) 
WD = Course withdrawal prior to November 15 (is not shown on official transcript) 
W  = Course withdrawal after November 15 but before December 7 (does show on official transcript) 
AU = Audit: students wishing to receive an "audit" grade must declare their intentions to the instructor by 

having him/her sign the appropriate form and delivering the form to Records and Registration no 
later than the end of the fourth week of classes.  Students who audit a course are required to 
attend and participate in classroom activities but are not expected to write exams or submit 
assignments. 

 
   MISSED EXAMS 

The mid-term exam will be held on the date listed in the course schedule.  The time and date for your final 
exam will be determined by the Registrar later in the semester.  Students must have a legitimate and 
certified reason for missing an exam.  If a conflict arises before an exam, notify the instructor immediately 
in order to arrange a make-up.  All make-up exams will be given at the discretion of the instructor.  Lack 
of preparation, other exams, holidays, and work are unacceptable excuses.  If you miss an exam and 
have not contacted the instructor beforehand or are unable to certify your absence you will receive a 
"zero" grade for that exam. 

 
   
 ASSIGNMENTS 

All assignments are due in class on the dates specified in this outline.  Late assignments will be accepted 
only when prior arrangements have been made.  They will, however, be penalized at a rate of 5% for 
each day late.  Under no circumstances will an assignment be accepted 2 weeks past the initial due 
date. 

 
In preparing your assignments for this course you are expected to footnote the use of all materials taken 
from other sources.  This includes the use of ideas, concepts, and facts, as well as direct quotes.  
Plagiarism will be severely penalized. 

 
COURSE CONTENT: 
 
Week 1  INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 

- course expectations 
- discussion of reading list 
- formation of class syndicates and selection of presentation topics 
- sociology: "groups" 
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Week 2  TOWARD A THEORY OF POLICING 

- sociology: conformity to groups 
- sociology: politics and government 
- organization of class text 
- police and scholarship 
- forms of police 
- conceptualization of police 
- English origins of the office of "Constable" 

 
Week 3  THE DEVELOPMENT OF MODERN POLICE 

- the nature of public police 
- the development of public police 
- causes of public police development 
- specialized police 
- the development of specialized police 
- the causes of specialization 
- the development of professionalization 
- the causes of professionalization 

 
Week 4  POLICE IN EARLY CANADA 

- early federal and provincial police 
- nineteenth century municipal police 
- other police forces (including the National Harbours Board, Native police, and railway police) 
- other law enforcement agencies (including customs and excise, by-law officers, special 

provincial peace officers, and government inspectors) 
 
Week 5  LEGAL STATUS OF POLICE IN CANADA 

- the reform of police legislation, 1946 - 1977 
- demography of the police 
- status, jurisdiction, duties, and powers 
- legislative provisions 
- common law provisions 

 
Week 6  THE STRUCTURE OF STATE POLICING 

- national structures described 
- patterns of development 
- determinants of structure 

 
Week 7  MID-TERM EXAMINATION 
 
Week 8  POLICE STRENGTH 

- contemporary police strength worldwide 
- police strength associated to selected variables 
- historical changes in strength 
- changes in strength associated to selected variables 

 
Week 9  POLICE WORK 

- the nature of police work on an international level 
- assignments (internal specialization) 
- situations (four generic confrontations) 
- outcomes (variations resulting from different confrontations) 

 
Week 10 A THEORY OF ENCOUNTERS 

- determinants of police encounters (i.e., public demand, and selective enforcement) 
- international patterns 

 
* NOTE:  last class to submit essay assignments 
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Week 11 CONTROL OF THE POLICE 

- mechanisms of control and accountability (such as governmental, legal systems, organizational, 
and professional) 

- national patterns of control 
- the dynamics of accountability 
- determinants of control 

 
Week 12 POLICE AND POLITICS 

- forms of police impingement (i.e., police affecting and interfering in politics) 
- comparative judgments 
- determinants of police intervention in politics 
- forms of political impingement (i.e., politics affecting and interfering in policing) 

 
Week 13 THE FUTURE OF POLICING 

- internationally (will it go away?) 
- a political vision of the future of policing in Canada 
- minimum standards for police in British Columbia 
- community policing 

 
Week 14 NATIVE POLICING IN CANADA 

- Native Indian policing policy review 
- context and background 
- issues 

 
REVIEW 

 
Week 15 FINAL EXAMINATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 


