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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Criminology/Criminal Justice 

CRIMINOLOGY 450       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

Social Policy Analysis 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will explore various aspects of policy planning and analysis as they relate to social policy generally and criminal justice policy 
specifically. 

 
PREREQUISITES: Acceptance into a degree program (with a minimum of 45 university transferable credits) 

and nine credits of lower-level CRIM including Crim 100 and 103. 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 60 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar:      Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 27  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1997 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2001 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Crim Department        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Martha Dow        
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: January 29, 1997 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

      
 
METHODS: 

      
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
LaCombe, D. 
 1994 Blue Politics:  Pornography and the Law in the Age of Feminism.  Toronto:  University of Toronto Press. 
 
Pal, L.A. 
 1992 Public Policy Analysis:  An Introduction (2nd Edition).  Toronto:  Nelson. 
 
There is also a set of required readings for sale in the bookstore. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
GRADING: 
 
A+ 95% and above   C+ 65% - 69% 
A 90% - 94%   C 60% - 64% 
A- 85% - 89%   C- 55% - 59% 
B+ 80% - 84%   P 50% - 54% 
B 75% - 79%   NC/Fail 49% and below 
B- 70% - 74% 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION 
 
1. Class Participation   15% 
2. Major Assignment 
 a)  Topic Outline   10% 
 b)  Presentation   20% 
 c)  Paper    25% 
3. Final Examination  30% 
 
1. Class Participation 
 
Students are required to attend all scheduled lectures and are expected to actively participate in class discussions.  If circumstances arise 
that require that a student miss a scheduled lecture, it is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructor of the reasons for non-
attendance.  Students should be aware that at least 25 – 35% of the material covered in the course will be found exclusively in the 
lectures. 
 



 
Class participation marks will be assigned based on the completion of a weekly reading assignment.  At the beginning of each class, 
students must hand in questions/comments (may be hand-written) related to the following weeks’ readings (see attached schedule).  The 
week of the lecture to which the questions apply, the instructor will return the questions with comments and address the questions 
within the context of the lecture.  There will be 5% deducted from the participation mark each time a student fails to hand in the 
assigned questions.  NOTE:  A student may not pass the course if he/she has 0% in class participation. 
 
Class participation Schedule 
 
Readings   # of Questions  Questions Due  Date Readings Covered 
 
Pal – ch. 1  1 – 2   January 18   January 18 
Pal – ch. 9  2   January 18   January 18 
LaCombe – ch. 1  2   January 18   January 18 
 
Pal – ch. 5  1 – 2   January 25   February 1 
Pal – ch. 6  2   January 25   February 1 
LaCombe – ch. 2  2   January 25   February 1 
 
Pal – ch. 7  2   February 1   February 8 
Hudzik and Cordner 2   February 1   February 8 
LaCombe – ch. 3  2   February 1   February 8 
 
Ericson et al.  2   February 8   February 15 
Faith   2   February 8   February 15 
Surrette   2   February 8   February 15 
 
Pal – ch. 10  1 – 2   February 15   February 22 
Rossi and Freeman 2   February 15   February 22 
LaCombe – ch. 4  2   February 15   February 22 
 
Pal – ch. 2  1 – 2   February 22   March 1, 8 
Pal – ch. 4  1 – 2   February 22   March 1, 8 
Klein   2   February 22   March 1, 8 
LaCombe – ch. 5  2 
 
Sedgwick   2   March 8    March 15 
LaCombe – ch. 6  2   March 8    March 15 
 
Austin   1 – 2   March 15    March 22 
Pal – ch. 3  2   March 15    March 22 
LaCombe – ch. 7  2   March 15    March 22 
 
Pal – ch. 8  2   March 22    March 29 
Bozeman and Lansbergen 2   March 22    March 29 
 
Pal – ch. 11  2   March 29    April 5 
Pal – ch. 12  2   March 29    April 5 
 
Lester and Wilds  2   April 5    April 12 
Andre and Pease  2   April 5    April 12 
 
 
2. Major Assignment 
 
Students are required to explore a particular historical and/or contemporary public policy (or set of policies) within Canadian society.  
Students are expected to analyse the policy using the policy concepts discussed in this course including agenda-setting, problem definition, 
issues of power, interest groups, and policy content. 
 
There are 3 components of the major assignment in this course:  a topic outline and meeting with the instructor, a class presentation, and a 
term paper. 
 
a) Topic Outline  (Due February 15, 1995) 



 
 
In partners, students are required to develop a topic outline which will be handed in on February 15, 1995.  This outline will be discussed and 
returned at the required meeting with the instructor 2 weeks prior to your presentation. 
 
Your outline must include: 
 

• A clear statement of the topic (i.e. thesis statement, definition of the issue to be discussed, why important to study) 
• A summary of the key issues, historical events, theoretical support for the policy, and relevant social and political pressures and 

relevant legislative forces that will be discussed in the presentation/paper 
• A summary of the key theoretical concepts that will be used to explore your topic 
• A minimum of 10 references with a brief overview of the issues relevant to your topic 

 
The “topic outline” must be typed and double-spaced, point form may be used if appropriate.  You may not participate in a presentation if 
you have not handed in a topic outline and met with the instructor as outlined (i.e. you will receive zero on 30% of your mark) 
 
b) Presentation 
 
Format: 
 

• 45 minutes (30 minute presentation, 15 minute class discussion) 
• “reader-friendly” handout to be distributed to the class 
• the handout should be 3 to 5 pages in length and should highlight the key issues raised in your presentation (point form may be 

used where appropriate) 
• all of the information in your handout must be appropriately referenced; therefore, a “References Cited” page should be attached 
• if you would like the Crim department to copy your handouts, you must provide the instructor with an original the class prior to 

your presentation 
• visual aids should be used where appropriate (e.g. audio, video, overheads, etc) 
 
NOTE:  Any audio or video aids should be pre-approved by the instructor because of the limited time available. 
 

THE PRESENTATION MAY NOT BE READ 
 
c)  Paper   (DUE:  MARCH 28, 1995) 
 
The purpose of the paper is to provide the student with a vehicle to explore the key issues associated with their topic.  The paper should 
provide a conceptual framework for understanding the dynamics of the issue that they have chosen.  Unlike the presentation, the paper is an 
individual effort and should represent an original piece of work (i.e. cannot use the same topic that you are using for other courses e.g. Crim 
420, Crim 415). Given that the exploration of the topic chosen for the major assignment is worth 60%, it is the instructor’s expectation that 
the term paper will provide a comprehensive review of the literature and a thoughtful analysis of the issues at hand. 
 
This paper is not a personal essay, it is a researched paper requiring all of the academic rigor associated with such an endeavor.  You should 
have a minimum of 20 references cited in the body of your paper.  Your paper should be a minimum of 5000 words (if your paper does not 
satisfy this minimum length requirement, your paper will not be marked; therefore, you will receive a grade of zero) and a maximum of 6000 
words.  You should hand in the original and retain a copy for your own files.  Your cover page should include the title of the assignment, 
your name, your student #, the course #, my name, and the due date.  Your paper should be referenced using the ASA style (a handout 
outlining this format is available in the library). 
 
You will be graded on both the comprehensiveness of your coverage of the topic as well as your ability to analyse the key issues using 
approaches and concepts of policy analysis that were discussed in this course.  Therefore, the areas that I will be focusing on as I mark your 
papers will include your understanding of the material, evidence of independent thought, use of concepts, theory and/or data, clarity of 
thought, logic of presentation, coherence of total paper, introduction and conclusion, grammar, spelling, punctuation, and sentence structure. 
 
The paper is due in class on the date specified in the outline.  Late assignments will not be accepted past the deadline date.  A grade of “zero” 
will be assigned for these assignments handed in past the deadline (i.e. any time after the start of class on the date specified). 
 
Please refer to the University College guidelines and expectations with respect to the use of the ideas, concepts, and facts of sources/persons 
other than your own.  Students are expected to reference the use of all material taken from other sources.  Plagiarism will be severely 
penalized and may result in suspension or expulsion from the University College. 
 
DUE DATE:  March 28, 1995 – LATE ASSIGNMENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED! 
 



 
Suggested Topics 
 

Immigration 
Euthanasia 
Gun Control 
Abortion 
Media Violence 
Employment Equity 
Homelessness 
Unemployment  
Violence Against Women 
Child Care 
Welfare 
Aboriginal Self-Government 
Youth Crime 
AIDS 
Opium legislation 
Multiculturalism 
Employment Equity 

 
3. Final Exam 
 
The final exam will be held during the final exam schedule.  Students are obligated to attend and complete the examination only on the date 
and time outlined by the instructor. Under most circumstances, a missed examination will result in a grade of “zero” for that examination.  
Make-up exams are not permitted, unless there are extenuating circumstances.  Extenuating circumstances are limited in definition and are 
defined by the instructor.  An example of an extenuating circumstance would be the hospitalization of a student which could be confirmed by 
hospital personnel.  Lack of preparation, forgetfulness, holidays, sleeping in late or work obligations are not acceptable examples of 
extenuating circumstances. 
 
 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
January 11  Introductions, review outline and administration. 
   Lecture:   Introduction to the Policy Process 
 
   Readings: Preface, ch. 1  (Pal) 
 
January 18   Lecture:  How Does An Idea’s Time Come? 
 
   Readings: ch. 9 (Pal); ch. 1 (LaCombe) 
 
January 25  Lecture:  Agenda-Setting, Problem Definition and Policy Design 
February 1, 8 
   Readings: ch. 5, 6, 7 (Pal); “Goal and Problem Identification” 
     (Hudzik and Cordner); ch. 2, 3 (LaCombe) 
 
February 15  Lecture:  The Role of the Media 
 
   Readings: “Representing Order”  (Ericson, Baranek, Chan); “Going to the Movies” 
     (Faith); “The Media’s influence on Attitudes and Beliefs About Crime 
     and Justice” (Surrette) 
 
February 22  Lecture:  Evaluative Approaches:  The Social context of Evaluation 
 
   Readings: “The Social Context of Evaluation”  (Rossi and Freeman); ch. 10 
     (Pal); ch. 4 (LaCombe) 
 
March 1, 8  Lecture:  a)  Introduction to Policy Analysis in Canada 
     b)  Theoretical Approaches to Policy Analysis 



 
   Readings: ch. 2, 4 (Pal); “Evaluation and Social Policy:  Some Reflections on Ideas 
     And Institutions” (Klein); ch. 5 (LaCombe) 
 
March 15, 22  Lecture:  Evaluative Approaches:  Choosing a Paradigm 
March 29    
   Readings: ch. 3, 8 (Pal):  “Choosing a Paradigm”  (Sedgwick); “Truth and  
     Credibility in Sincere Policy Analysis” (Bozeman and Lansbergen); 
     “Program Evaluation and Program Planning” (Austin); ch. 6, 7 (LaCombe) 
 
April 5   Presentations 
 
April 12   Lecture:  The Future of Policy Analysis 
 
   Readings: ch. 11, 12, Appendx One (Pal); “The Utilization of Public Policy 
     Analysis:  A Conceptual Framework” (Lester and Wilds); “Using Routine Statistics
     in Estimating Prison Population for Assessment” (Andre and Pease) Policy 
 

 


