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FACULTY/DEPARTMENT:  Criminal Justice  ________________________________________________________________________________________________   Crim 460            3 ________________________  ___________________________    ____________________  COURSE NAME/NUMBER     FORMER COURSE NUMBER         UCFV CREDITS    Comparative Criminal Justice Systems ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE    
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: 
 
Critical examination of the theory and method of comparative criminal justice. Review of common law systems, civic law 
systems, and socialist law systems. Specific consideration of the development, structure, and operation of the criminal justice 
systems in selected countries, which may include England, France, Germany, China, and Japan. Focus on the impact of 
historical, social, political, religious, and cultural factors on the criminal justice process. Consideration of the structure and 
operation of various components of the criminal justice process in selected countries, including the police, criminal courts, and 
corrections.  
 
PREREQUISITES: Acceptance into a degree program (with a minimum of 45 university transferable credits) and nine credits of 

lower-level CRIM including Crim 100 and 103. 
 
COREQUISITES: none 
  [ SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S)     [ SERVICE COURSE TO: [  (a) Replaces:      [        _______________________________________  [ __________________________________________________ [ (Course #)   [  (Department / Program) [   (b) Cannot take                for further credit [  __________________________________  [ __________________________________________________ [     (Course #)   [  (Department / Program)     TOTAL HOURS PER TERM:  45   [ TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION    ______________   [ [ STRUCTURE OF HOURS:     [ LENGTH OF COURSE:  [           _____________________________ 
Lectures:    45 hrs  [ 
Seminar:     hrs  [ HOURS PER DAY:         
Laboratory:    hrs  [      ________________________________ 
Field Experience:    hrs  [ 
Student Directed Learning:   hrs  [ 
Other (Specify):        hrs  [ 
___________________________________________________  [ 
  
 MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:  35   __________________   EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERING:    Fall _______________________________________________________________  WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (Lower-level courses only)    YES x NO         ________        ________   WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED?: (Upper-level requested by department)  YES  NO        ________        ________   TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:     YES x NO                   ________        ________    

 AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:   Course designer(s):     Chairperson:     _________________________________________                ______________________________________________  Darryl Plecas                 (Curriculum Committee)  Department Head:     Dean:    __________________________________________                            _____________________________________________________  Tim Segger                                                                                Virginia B. Cooke  PAC Approval in Principle Date:    PAC Final Approval Date:          December 16, 1998          ______________________________    _________________________________  



  LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES/ LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 
 
This course has two main objectives.  The first objective is to introduce students to how various countries 
around the world respond to crime.  Drawing on the exposure provided by this introduction, the second 
objective is to give students an appreciation of the inherent and potential benefits and difficulties that go 
with our analyses of crime and criminal justice systems in jurisdictions outside of Canada.  By the end of the 
course, students should be able to articulate how various political, social, cultural, economic, and historical 
circumstances shape the development and operation of criminal justice systems.  Referring to selected issues, 
they should also know of research findings generated outside of North America which can be usefully 
applied to our evaluation of the criminal justice system in Canada. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: 
 
 
While the first half of this course includes a series of lectures, the course is otherwise conducted under a 
seminar format with each student being required to make a half-hour presentation on how a selected 
country responds to crime.  Students are expected to participate fully in seminar discussions. 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR   YES     X       NO              
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 
 
Contact Department Head 
 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
 
1. I.P. Reichel, Comparative Criminal Justice Systems:  A topical Approach,  

Prentice-Hall, 1994. 
 
2. Selected readings will be distributed in class. 
 
 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
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STUDENT EVALUATION: 
 

1.    Issues/Comparative Research Paper (Due Oct. 31) 25 % 
2.    Mid-term quiz (Oct. 17)     15% 
3.    Survey Paper (Due Nov. 28)    25 % 
4.    Seminar Presentation     10 % 
5.    Class Participation (re:  attentiveness & Participation) 10 % 
6.    Final Quiz (Dec. 05)     15% 

 
 
GRADING 
 

A+ 95% and above  C+  65% — 69% 
A 90% — 94%   C  60% — 64% 
A— 85% — 89%   C—  55% — 56% 
B+ 80% — 84%   P  50% — 54% 
B 75% — 79%   NC/Fail 49% and below 
B— 70% — 74% 

 
I    = Incomplete (contract must be arranged with instructor and signed by both parties) 
WD = Course withdrawal prior to September 27 (is not shown on official transcript) 
W  = Course withdrawal after September 27 (does show on official transcript) 
AU = Audit: students wishing to receive an "audit" grade must declare their intentions to the 

instructor by having him/her sign the appropriate form and delivering the form to Records and 
Registration no later than the end of the fourth week of classes.  Students who audit a course 
are required to attend and participate in classroom activities but are not expected to write 
exams or submit assignments. 

 
 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the dates specified in this outline.  Late 
assignments will be accepted only when prior arrangements have been made.  They will, however, 
be penalized at a rate of 5% for each day late.  Under no circumstances will an assignment be 
accepted 2 weeks past the initial due date. 

 
In preparing your assignments for this course you are expected to footnote the use of all materials 
taken from other sources.  This includes the use of ideas, concepts, and facts, as well as direct quotes. 
Plagiarism will be severely penalized. 
 

 
COURSE CONTENT: 
 
Week #1: (Sept. 05) Introduction to course, administrative issues, expectations 
 
Week #2: (Sept. 12) Issues and methodologies in comparative criminal justice 

Chapters 1 & 2 
 
Week #3: (Sept. 19) International perspectives — law and legal systems 

Chapters 3, 4 & 5 
 
Week #4: (Sept. 26) International perspectives — policing 

Chapter 6 
 
Week #5: (Oct. 03) International perspectives — courts and sentencing practices 

Chapter 7 
 
Week #6: (Oct. 10) International perspectives — correctional systems 
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Chapter 8 
 
Week #7: (Oct. 17) Mid-term quiz (15%) 

Orient presentations (e.g., Philippines, Taiwan, Thailand, China,  Japan, 
Singapore, Korea) 

 
Week #8: (Oct. 24) South America presentations (e.g., Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Peru, Nicaragua,  
    Argentina, Venezuela, Honduras) 
 
Week #9: (Oct. 31) Issues/Comparative research paper due (25%) 

Europe presentations (e.g., Hungary, Poland, Soviet Block, Czechoslovakia,  
Germany, former Yugoslavia, Switzerland) 

 
Week #10: (Nov. 07) Europe presentations (e.g., France, Italy, Spain, Denmark, Holland, Sweden) 
 
Week #11: (Nov. 14) Africa presentations (e.g., South Africa, Uganda, Nigeria, Kenya, Algeria,  
    Ethiopia) 
 
Week #12: (Nov. 21) Middle East presentations (e.g., Egypt, Israel, Iran, Syria, Kuwait, Iraq) 
 
Week #13: (Nov. 28) Survey paper due (25%) 

Other presentations (e.g., Cuba, Australia, New Zealand, India,  
Papua New Guinea, Mexico) 

 
Week #14 (Dec. 05) Final quiz (10%) 

Review and evaluation 
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 CRIM 460 
 SURVEY PAPER ASSIGNMENT 
 
This assignment requires you to produce a paper which provides a descriptive overview of the crime situation 
and criminal justice system in a selected country.  The paper is due at 8:30 a.m. on November 28, 1995 and 
must be presented in a double-spaced, word-processed format on white paper.    Anyone submitting a late 
paper will be pistol-whipped, thrown into the Fraser River, and labelled a Surrey resident.  Needless to say, no 
late papers will be graded. 
 
In terms of the organization of the paper, it must have eight sections, with the following titles in the following 
order: 

1. The Country 
2. The Legal System 
3. The Crime Situation 
4. The Policing System 
5. The Court System 
6. The Correctional System 
7. Concluding Remarks 
8. Sources 

 
In preparing your paper you will want to be guided by the following notes: 
 

1. The Country — Provide me with a very general and introductory description of the country, 
making reference to its: 

 
a) location 
b) size 
c) population / ethnic make-up 
d) economy / cost of living 
e) geography / density distribution 
f) political system / government 
g) social system / social issues 
h) religion 
i) current affairs 
j) unique features 

 
2. The Legal System — Address the following kinds of questions: 

 
a) Under what system of law does the country operate, and what is the origin of that 

system? 
b) Does it serve as (or is it at least intended to serve as) the primary means of social 

control (i.e., is it seen as a mechanism of first or last resort)? 
c) What are the differences between what is prescribed in law (i.e., what is technically 

illegal) and what is mobilized (i.e., actually carried out)? 
d) Who makes and interprets the law? 
e) How is the law viewed by the public? 
f) To what extent has the system of law changed over the years? 

 
3. The Crime Situation — Address the following kinds of questions: 

 
a) What is the crime rate overall and for specific types of crimes? 
b) How has the crime rate changed over the last decade? 
c) What, if any, are perceived to be the problem areas (i.e., in terms of the types of crime 

and areas where they occur)? 
d) Who is perceived to be committing most of the crime? 
e) What are perceived to be the causes? 
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4. The Policing System — Address the following kinds of questions: 
 

a) What type of policing system does the country have? 
b) What is the organization, structure, and size of this system? 
c) What is the origin of the policing system and how has it changed over time? 
d) What is the ratio of police to population and crimes? 
e) What is the official mandate and function of the police? 
f) What is the orientation/style of the police? 
g) What kind of equipment and resources generally do the police have? 
h) What recruitment, selection, and training standards are in place? 
i) Who do the police report to/who polices the police? 
j) Are the police effective and efficient? 
k) What do the police think of their work? 
l) What do the public think of the police? 
m) What are some of the main issues facing the police? 
n) Who else, besides the police, enforces the law (e.g., private police, government 

agencies)? 
 

5. The Court System — Address the following kinds of questions: 
 

a) What type of court system does the country have? 
b) What is its organization, structure, and size? 
c) Who are the main players in the court system and how do they come into their roles? 
d) Are the courts seen to be operating effectively and efficiently? 
e) What does the public think of the court system? 
f) What are some of the main issues facing the court system? 

 
6. The Correctional System — Address the following kinds of questions: 

 
a) What type of correctional system is in place? 
b) What is its organization, structure, and size? 
c) What is the official mandate and function of the correctional system? 
d) What kinds of facilities are in place? 
e) What kinds of program are in place? 
f) Are the programs seen as effective? 
g) What recruitment, selection, and training standards are in place? 
h) What do the offenders think of the system? 
i) What does the public think of the system? 
j) To what extent are the community and community agencies involved in the 

correctional system? 
k) What are some of the main issues facing the correctional system? 

 
7. Concluding Remarks — In this section, simply summarize or otherwise comment on what you 

consider noteworthy, interesting, or disturbing about crime and criminal justice in the country.  
You might also comment on what you expect to see in the future. 

 
8. Sources — In this section, include a list of references, and any readings or sources you would 

expect to be useful to any further study of crime and criminal justice in the country.  You might 
also comment on your impression of the reliability and general quality of available sources. 

 
And remember these notes are only a guide — I am not going to hang anyone because they aren't able to 
address all of the questions presented. 
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CRIM 460 ISSUES PAPER ASSIGNMENT 

 
 

As discussed in class this assignment requires you to identify a documented concern with law/criminal 

justice policy or practice in Canada and report on research and/or writings from outside of Canada which 

may be helpful to our addressing the concern.  Accordingly, your paper should begin with an explanation of 

the concern, and this should be supported with a literature review so as to convince me that you have a 

thorough grasp of the concern as it relates to the Canadian situation. 

Alternatively, you may wish to do a comparative analysis, focusing on how countries around the 

world differ from one another in terms of a particular crime or criminal justice policy.  The purpose of this 

paper would be to provide directions for further research and/or discussion. 

Your paper should be 15 - 20 pages in length and be properly referenced and formatted.  The paper 

is worth 25% of your grade and is due October 31, 1995. 

 

NOTE:  Penalty for slightly late papers - death 
Penalty for late papers - slow death 
Penalty for very late papers - slow and painful death with laughing machine playing in 
background 

 
 
 
 


