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Course Objective

The overall purpose/rationale for this course is: to prepare students to design and carry out a small research project to fulfil the
requirements of their Major Paper.

Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Explain the difference between qualitative and quantitative approaches to research.
Describe the advantages and disadvantages to different types of research methods.
Critically analyze published research and evaluation findings and results.

Articulate the role and importance of ethics in research.

Create data collection tools to measure a criminological construct or phenomenon.
Construct an excel database to collect, manage, and analyze data for their major paper.
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NOTE: The following sections vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the specific instructor.

Sample Instructional Methods (face to face instruction, online collaborative, online self-directed, experiential, student led learning, etc.).

Face to face instruction.

Sample Text(s) and Resource Materials:

Rennison, C.M. & Hart, T.C. (2018). Research methods in criminal justice and criminology. Sage Publications.
Hagan, F. (2017). Research methods in criminal justice and criminology. Pearson.

Sample Required Additional Supplies and Materials (software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.)
N/A

Sample Evaluation Methods and Weighting
(e.g., term paper, essay, assignment, research paper, final exam, midterm exam, major paper, thesis, practicum, research proposal, lab work, etc.)

Assignments 50% Literature Review 25% Research Proposal 25% %

Sample Course Content and Topics

BLOCK 1: Introduction to Criminal Justice Research
e Role of research in guiding policy and practice
e Qualitative versus quantitative research approaches
e  Critically consuming research and evaluation findings
e  Ethical concerns in research
e Developing research questions
e Role of literature reviews

BLOCK 2: Qualitative Research
e Data collection techniques
e Sampling
e  Research proposals
e Data collection instrument design

BLOCK 3: Quantitative Research
e Data collection techniques
e Sampling
e  Research proposals
e Data collection instrument design

BLOCK 4: Working with Data
e  Preparing data for analysis
e  Descriptive analysis of data
e  Thematic analysis of data




