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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: PHILOSOPHY & POLITICS 

PHIL 252       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

History of Western Philosophy III:  From Rationalism to Existentialism 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

It has been suggested by the title of Goya’s famous painting that the “sleep of reason produces monsters.”  In contrast, it’s said in Goethe’s 
Faust that reason may make us “far beastlier than any beast.”  This course will explore the historical disagreement over reason, starting with 
the rational systems of Kant and Hegel and culminating with an investigation of Existentialism and its legacy.  The course will be worthwhile 
for anyone with questions concerning current debates over what we have come to call “modernity.” 

 
PREREQUISITES: 15 credits from Arts , Science or Applied programs 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures:      Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 45 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 28  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1999 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2003 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Glen Baier  E. Davis (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Jeffrey Morgan  J.D. Tunstall 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 16, 1998 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. To acquaint students with the central thinkers and movements in Western philosophy from the nineteenth and early twentieth 
century. 

2. To acquaint students with the principal strengths and weaknesses of the central philosophical theories in the above-mentioned 
period. 

3. To help students acquire understanding of the historical context of significant philosophical movements, including understanding 
their intellectual and social roots. 

4. To develop students’ abilities to read influential philosophical texts. 
5. To increase students’ understanding of the influence such texts have had on other areas on intellectual concern, including 

literature and social criticism. 
6. To develop the abilities of students to respond critically to a wide variety of philosophical theories. 
7. To enable students to integrate philosophical theories and ideas into their own lives. 
8. To enable students to understand their personal commitments, beliefs and values in their social and historical contexts. 
 
METHODS: 

Teaching methods will vary from section to section, but one approach would be for the instructor to present the thought of major 
philosophical thinkers through a variety of media, including readings, lectures, student-led discussions, criticism, and films.  Another 
method would be to use co-operative education methods.  Internet discussion groups may be used to facilitate ongoing discussion of 
the course content.  It is possible that future offerings may employ CMC methods more fully. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Readings will vary from section to section, but will include historical sources and contemporary commentaries of major thinkers. 
 
Possible texts include: 
Baird, Forrest and Walter Kaufmann (Eds.) (1997).  Modern Philosophy, 2nd ed., Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall 
Barrett, William (1987).  The Death of the Soul.  New York:  Doubleday Anchor Books. 
Jones, William Thomas (1969).  A History of Western Philosophy, 2nd ed.  New York:  Harcourt Brace & World, Inc. 
 Vol. 4:  Kant and the Nineteenth Century 
 Vol. 5:  The Twentieth Century to Wittgenstein and Sartre 
Kaufmann, Walter (1975).  Existentialism from Dostoevsky to Sartre.  New York:  Meridian Books. 
Solomon, Robert (1985).  From Rationalism to Existentialism.  Lanham, MD:  University Press of America. 
Warnock, Mary (1970).  Existentialism.  Oxford:  Oxford University Press. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
The evaluation procedure will vary from section to section, but will always include formal essays and projects, tests, journals, classroom 
participation and in-class work.  A typical scheme would assign 30% to tests, 60% to essays and formal written assignments and 10% to 
classroom participation and in-class work. 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
Course content will vary from section to section, but will include examination of the thought of interesting or influential thinkers and 
movements in the Western philosophical tradition. 



 
A typical course will include discussion of thinkers such as Kant, Hegel, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, Husserl, Heidegger, and 
Sartre. 
 


