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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   A detailed exploration of one or more typical issues in the application of morality to
politics, or politics to morality.

RATIONALE:    To bring together students in their final year of the applied ethical and political philosophy minor to share their
insights. To allow advanced study in specialized topics for upper level Philosophy and Politics students.

COURSE PREREQUISITES: 45 credits from Arts, Science or Applied Programs, including any one of:  
POSC 311, POSC 312, PHIL 305, PHIL 310, PHIL 315.

COURSE CO-REQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture      hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning   hrs
STUDENT Seminar   45 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience     hrs                                   hrs
                                        TOTAL     45 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:      25        

Is transfer credit requested?      9   Yes       :  No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):                                                                       Chairperson:                                                                             
                                               Moira Gutteridge                                                                Curriculum Committee   (E. Davis)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces                   N/A                
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take             N/A                  for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:   

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

The reading list will vary depending on the content of the course. A typical reading list will include primary sources
and will require the student to take initiative in locating suitable material and presenting it to the class. Sample reading
list for possible topic, "Beyond Ethical Tribalism: the dilemmas of the process-content issue" (described in Course
Content, below):

Ronald Beiner, Philosophy in a Time of Lost Spirit: Essays on Contemporary Theory (University of Toronto Press, 
1997)

Mark Kingwell, A Civil Tongue: Justice, Dialogue, and the Politics of Pluralism (Penn State University Press, 1995)
Michael Lerner, The Politics of Meaning (Addison-Wesley, 1996)
Charles Taylor, Sources of the Self
Edward Said, Representations of the Intellectual (Random House, 1994)

Sample reading list for possible topic "Dirty hands: is it possible to be ethical in politics?" (described in Course
Content below):

Stuart Hampshire, "Morality and Machiavelli", in Innocence and Experience
Machiavelli, The Prince
Nagel, "Dirty Hands", in Hampshire, ed., Private and Public Morality
Merleau-Ponty, Humanism and Terror
Peter Singer, Practical Ethics
Max Weber, Politics as a Vocation

OBJECTIVES:

The student will acquire a deep and sophisticated understanding of a particular issue in moral or political philosophy,
as well as increased ability to do independent research.

METHODS:

Primarily seminar format, with students taking a leading role in presenting material and leading discussions.
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STUDENT EVALUATION PROCESS:

Evaluation procedures will vary, but students are always evaluated on a variety of performances that may include
essays, contributions to class, presentation of reports, papers, and projects. A typical distribution of work would assign
20% to in-class presentations and contributions, 20% to research assignments, 30% to essays and 30% to projects
which connect the work of this course to areas of interest in the students' career.

COURSE CONTENT

Will vary depending on the instructor. A sample course with a political focus might be "Beyond Ethical Tribalism: the
dilemmas of the process-content issue" - an examination of how some ethical agendas force a focus on process and
how others force a focus on content, and how this narrowing of focus constrains attempts to resolve public issues. A
sample course with a moral focus might be "Dirty hands: is it possible to be ethical in politics?" - an examination of
whether the processes of politics corrupt any attempt at an ethical solution, however altruistic the individual politician
might be.


