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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Modern Languages 
SPAN 201 N/A 3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Intermediate Spanish I 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PREREQUISITES: Spanish 12 or SPAN 102. 
COREQUISITES: None. 

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:    
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:  For further credit.  
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS    LENGTH OF COURSE:  
Lectures: 30 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:  
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:  Hrs    
Field Experience:  Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:  Hrs    
Other (Specify):  Hrs    
    

 
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 26  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Once per year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 

 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: [Fall 1993] 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: [September 2004] 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: [September 2008] 
(Four years after implementation date) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  

Teresa Arróliga Piper (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  

Betty-Joan Traverse Virginia Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:  PAC Final Approval Date: October 1, 2003 
   

Spanish 201 and Spanish 202 together comprise the intermediate level of Spanish language studies at UCFV. They 
are structured in such a way that students may take either one first. However, students must take both in order to 
complete their intermediate tasks. 
The aim of this course is to further develop the students’ ability to express themselves in spoken and written language 
at the intermediate level while introducing them to contemporary literary work by important figures in Spanish and 
Latin American literature in order to provide them with social and historical insight. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 
I. To reinforce and expand the vocabulary base acquired by students in first year Spanish. 
 
II. To review fundamental grammar structures in relation to their application in different communicative 

contexts. There is a concentration on the four different tenses of the Subjunctive Mood and the compound 
tenses of the Indicative Mood. 

 
III. To develop students’ ability to express themselves orally and in written form; and to expand students’ reading 

and understanding skills while introducing them to works by important figures in Spanish and Latin 
American literature. 

 
IV. To develop specific, culturally dependent communicative skills in different areas (e.g. acceptable forms for 

academic papers, punctuation in fictional dialogue, letters, telephone conversations, etc.) 
 
V. To attain a deeper understanding of some of the significant social, cultural, historical and political aspects of 

the Spanish speaking world through the discussion of short literary texts and film presentations that will be 
used for oral practice to develop reading skills, listening skills, cultural awareness and also for brief written 
assignments. 

 
VI. To develop the necessary level of communicative competence for participation in higher level academic 
 courses in Spanish,  relating to literary, linguistic, and cultural topics. 
 
METHODS: 
 
The success of the course relies to a large degree on advance preparation and active participation. It is understood that 
students will be given opportunities to interact. In order to have productive class hours and thus derive maximum 
benefit from the material it is important that students have their daily assignments prepared in advance. 
 
I. A common lecture will provide grammar explanations in order to expand spoken and written skills, as well as 

cultural awareness of the Spanish Language and Hispanic culture. 
 
II. The class will be divided into smaller tutorial sections to give the students the opportunity to develop and 

practice their oral and written skills. 
 
III. Laboratory activities are designated as individual work with the CD Program and Laboratory Manual, which 

are an essential part of the course. Students will be asked to do independent laboratory work but they will be 
required to hand in their work. 

 
IV. Films and videos will be presented in order to expose students to the Hispanic culture, as well to improve 

their listening skills. 
 
Students will be required to watch the Spanish video program, Destinos, a 52 part video program to learn Spanish at 
home. This will expose them to the Spanish language and the culture of the Hispanic world. At the same time it will 
help them to improve their listening skills and increase their vocabulary. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR    Yes   No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 
 
Challenge exam, written and oral. 
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TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Spinelli, Emily; García, Carmen; Galvin Flood, Carol E. (1998) Interacciones. Fourth Edition. Holt, Rinchart and 
Winston. Harcourt Brace College Publishers. (Textbook & Workbook/Laboratory Manual.) 
 
Emily Spinelli.  English Grammar for Students of Spanish, Fourth Edition.. University of Michigan-Dearborn. 
 
Collins Concise Spanish-English Dictionary, Third Edition. 
 
Destinos, Spanish video program available at UCFV library. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
 
None. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Participation   10% 
Written exercises and lab activities 15% 
Two quizzes   22% 
Three movie reviews  12 % 
Three literary critiques  15% 
Final exam (Written &Oral)  26% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
Week 1: 
Cultural themes: The Spanish speaking world; Central America & Universities in the Hispanic world. 
Expressing small quantities. Telling time. Some prepositions: por versus para . Some common prepositions and some 
prepositions of location. Prepositional pronouns. Present tense (regular and irregular verbs) of the Indicative Mood. 
Present subjunctive after verbs of wishing, hoping, commanding and requesting. 
Communicative Goals: Functioning in the classroom. Indicating location, purpose, and time. Expressing hopes, desires, 
and requests. Making comparisons. 
Reading: Capítulo preliminar; Chapter Five 
 
Week 2: 
Cultural themes: La vida estudiantil; el sistema educativo español; Costa Rica. 
Making comparisons of inequality. Formation of the present subjunctive and uses of the subjunctive. 
Reading: Chapter Five 
 
Week 3: 
Cultural themes: Colombia and Venezuela  
Comparisons of Equality. Demonstrative Adjectives and Pronouns. Familiar commands of regular and irregular verbs. 
Communicative Goals; Enlisting help. Telling others what to do. Expressing polite dismissal. Expressing judgments, 
doubt, and uncertainty. Talking about things and people. 
Reading: Chapter six 
 
Week 4: 
Gender and Number of Nouns. Present subjunctive after expressions of emotion, judgment, and doubt. 
Communicative Goals: Expressing polite dismissal. 
Reading: Chapter six 
 
Week 5: Literary critique & Movie review No. 1 
Cultural reading: El techo de Venezuela. 
Literary Work: Herencia cultural de Centroamerica, Colombia y Venezuela. 
Arte y Arquitectura: Botero y Soto. 
Applying Journalistic Reading Techniques to Literature. 



Page 4 of 4 
SPAN 201 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 
 

 
Short Story; Un día de éstos de Gabriel García Márquez (Colombia) 
Movie Review: Botero. Rodrigo D. No future. 
 
Week 6: 
Cultural themes: The Hispanic community: Cubans and Puerto Ricans. The concept of work in the Hispanic world. 
Adverb formation. Adjectives of quantity. Subjunctive in adjective clauses. The Conditional. 
 
Reading: Chapter 9 
 
Week 7: 
Cultural themes: El uso del español en el trabajo. El español un idioma emergente. 
Indirect commands. Absolute Superlative. 
Reading: Chapter 9 
 
Week 8: 
Cultural themes: The Hispanic community: Chicanos. Hispanic business and banking. 
Reciprocal nos and se. Hace and llevar in time expressions. Using numbers. Present perfect indicative. Present perfect 
subjunctive. Past perfect tense. 
Communicative Goals: Discussing complete past actions. Explaining what you hope has happened. Discussing 
reciprocal actions. Talking about actions completed before another actions. Explaining duration of actions. Expressing 
quantity. 
Reading: Chapter ten. 
 
Week 9: Literary critique & Movie review No.2. 
Cultural themes: La comunidad hispana en los Estados Unidos. Literatura chicana: Casi una mujer. 
Movie review: My Family. Real women have curves (2002) 
 
Week 10: 
Cultural themes: Chile. Travel in the Hispanic World. 
Imperfect subjunctive of regular and irregular verbs. Uses of the imperfect subjunctive. If clauses with the imperfect 
subjunctive and the conditional. 
Communicative Goals: Buying a ticket and boarding a plane. Explaining when future actions will take place. 
Describing future actions that will take place before other future action. 
Reading: Chapter 11 
 
Week 11: 
Cultural themes: El transporte en el mundo hispano. Santiago: la ciudad -jardin. 
Subjunctive in adverbial clauses. Future perfect tense. 
Reading: Chapter 11 
 
Week 12: 
Cultural themes: Argentina. Sports in the Hispanic world. 
Reflexive pronouns que and quien. Relative pronouns: el que, el cual and cuyo. Conditional perfect. Past perfect 
subjunctive. If clauses with the conditional perfect and the past perfect subjunctive. 
Communicative Goals: Discussing contrary-to-fact situations. Linking ideas. Discussing unexpected events. 
Reading: Chapter 12. 
 
Week 13: Literary critique and Movie Review No. 3. 
Cultural Readings: Las farmacias hispanas. La Argentina deportiva. 
Herencia cultural: Chile y la Argentina. 
Literary work:  Elements of poetry. Poema 20 y Oda a unas flores amarillas de Pablo Neruda (Chile) 
Movie review: Il Postino. 


