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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:     An introduction to the theory and practice of theatre, exploring such topics as: the
nature and function of theatre in modern society; performance space; the process of theatrical production; the arts of the
playwright and the actor; critical and creative analysis of play scripts from a theatrical perspective; critical evaluation and
appreciation of theatrical productions; the development and value of theatre in one or two specific historical periods (i.e.,
Classical Athens, Medieval Japan, Italian Renaissance, Elizabethan England). Please note that THEA 101 is not an acting
class. Students wishing to study acting must audition for THEA 111.

RATIONALE:   At present, THEA 101, in combination with THEA 102, attempts to introduce students to the theory and
practice of theatre, while also surveying the historical development of theatre from the Ancient Greeks to the present day
(two and a half millennia of theatre, worldwide, in eight breathtaking months!). As part of an overall redesign of selected
theatre courses, THEA 101 will focus primarily on developing students' critical understanding and appreciation of modern
theatre. More detailed study of the history of theatre will be conducted in two proposed new courses: THEA 201 and 202.

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None     

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 45 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory   hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar   hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience  8 hrs                              hrs
TOTAL 53 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:     35         

Is transfer credit requested?      :   Yes      9    No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):         Bruce Kirkley                                      Chairperson:              E. Davis                                     
                                                                                                                                      Curriculum Committee

Department Head:          Ian Fenwick, BA, MFA                       Dean:                         J.D. Tunstall, PhD                      

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                               PAC:  Final Approval:         December 17, 1997            
                                                                   (Date)                                                                                   (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces            N/A                       
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take        N/A                       for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

J.H. Huberman, J. Ludwig, B.L. Hope, The Theatrical Imagination, (1997)

Selected plays will vary from year to year, but usually will be chosen to complement the Department's Season of
Theatre, and the topics/issues to be discussed in the course. For example, the selection of plays for fall 1997 include:
The Crucible by Arthur Miller, Antigone by Sophocles, and As You Like It by William Shakespeare.

A coursepack of selected essays, scenes from other plays, historical documents, theatre reviews, etc.

OBJECTIVES:

Upon completing this course, students should be able to:

• appreciate the function and significance of theatre in our society and culture
• distinguish between different genre and styles of theatre (e.g., comedy, tragedy, parody, satire;
representational, presentational, illusionistic, symbolic)
• clarify the values and assumptions informing their ideas about art and entertainment, and discern the
relationships and distinctions between art and entertainment
• appreciate the cultural significance of theatre in our own time through comparison with the function and place
of theatre in at least one other specific historical period
• understand the apply the basic principles of analysing a play script for the purposes of theatrical production,
focussing particularly on the roles of the playwright and the actor in shaping a dramatic performance
• understand the fundamentals of how live theatre is produced
• understand the overall organization of a theatre production team, and the general responsibilities of the
creative members of the team (actors, director, designers)
• recognize the different kinds of performance space, and understand the different effects of these spaces on the
theatre experience
• attend and critically evaluate the overall effectiveness of a theatrical production, as well as the specific
effectiveness of the actors' work
• write intelligently about the theatre, developing insightful observations and supporting opinions with
appropriate evidence
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METHODS:

Lectures, discussions, group exercises, play readings, theatre visits

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

2 theatre reviews 30%
3 quizzes 10%
1 essay 20%
final exam/project 25%
class participation 15%

COURSE CONTENT

The course will be organized to get students experiencing and participating in theatre as quickly as possible, while
concurrently guiding them in their experiences through a carefully structured series of classes designed to introduce
topics in theatre in a timely and coherent way. 

Students will be introduced to the range and diversity of theatre in contemporary society immediately by setting off for
the Vancouver Fringe Festival, which is usually underway during the first and second week of classes. They will be
asked to share and reflect on their experiences both in class discussions and in a written review. During this initial
period, students will also tour the theatre facilities at the Chilliwack campus and begin the process of learning the
various departments and procedures of theatrical production. Values and assumptions about the nature of art, theatre
and entertainment will be defined, tested and clarified. The place of theatre in the larger cultural, economic, social, and
psychological fabric of human experience will be explored. 

Students will then focus their attention on specific issues and techniques involved in theatrical production: the
structure and process of theatrical production; the different kinds of performance space and their effects on production;
the critical and creative analysis of play scripts; the actor's task in interpreting and creating character; the appreciation
and evaluation of creative work when viewing a theatrical performance; theatrical genres and styles; historical
perspectives on the artistic creation and cultural significance of theatre. The plays, topics, and historical periods
selected for close attention will be keyed to the Theatre Department's Season, in order to maximize the opportunities
for students to enhance and expand their academic learning through practical application and observation in the
production process.


