
 

 

 

MINUTES 

BACHELOR OF ARTS PROGRAM COMMITTEE (BAPC) 
May 02, 2014 

1 PM – Room C 1429 

 
 
1. FOR APPROVAL 
 

1.1 Adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Agenda for May 2, 2014 
 
MOTION: 
That the BAPC agenda for May 2, 2014 be approved with the following additions: 
2.4 Electing a New BAPC Chair 
2.5 Innovation Fund 
 
W. Henry / E. Newman 
APPROVED 

 
1.2 Approve the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee minutes of March 7, 2014 

 
MOTION: 
That the minutes of March 7, 2014 be approved as presented 
R. Anderson / E. Newman 
APPROVED 

 
2. FOR DISCUSSION 
 

2.1 BA Framework: Initiatives for Summer 2014 (See attached draft report on 
BA Task Force work to date) 
 
The Bachelor of Arts Program Committee has come a long way in revising the 
BA framework. Skills, competencies and guidelines have been established and 
there has been a lot of productive thinking; however, a curriculum needs to be 
developed with a pedagogical approach, rather than simply selecting courses for 
the new framework. 
  
Several College of Arts members will be attending an integrative learning 
conference, which will be a 5 day intensive workshop and will likely give 
attendees an idea as to how to redesign our curriculum in an integrative manner. 
If there are specific outcomes that we would like our students to have, it is 
important to move towards integrative learning, which this conference will help 
accomplish. It was noted that connecting the dots between requirements for 
students, and a curriculum that will foster the integration of learning is key in the 
redesign of the BA framework.  
  
It was agreed that it is important to wait until after the conference before 
discussing revisions to the BA framework, once the group of attendees have had 
the opportunity to report back to the BA Task Force and BAPC.  
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2.2 Extended Minors 

 
A draft document encouraging departments to discontinue extended minors, 
while expanding the minor requirements has been created. Currently, a student 
can complete two extended minors, instead of a minor, which can be an 
advantage to the student. 
  
While there is no concrete deadline for this change going forward, it was noted 
that it is unclear who the extended minors are servicing, and thus it is best to 
remove them from our programs. It was noted that if extended minors are 
eliminated, it is important to revise our minors so that they clearly meet the credit 
count for teachable subjects.  
 
 

 
2.3 Credit Value of Courses 

 
It was noted that disciplines with 3 credit upper level courses, as opposed to 4 
credits, have greater breadth. Revising courses so that all upper levels are 3 
credits would fit well with the phasing out of extended minors, and would create 
consistency across the College of Arts. 
  
While there are some budgetary issues to consider, it is important to maintain 
quality and consistency within our programs. 
  
It will take some time to begin the discontinuation of 4 credit upper level courses, 
but it would be best to have this occur in tandem with the elimination of extended 
minors within the College of Arts.  
 
 

 
2.4 BAPC Chair 

 
S. Fisher will be retiring at the end of May, and members had a brief discussion 
regarding who would chair the committee going forward. 
  
Sylvie Murray agreed to serve as interim chair, and the committee will revisit the 
issue when the new Associate Dean of Students begins their term.  
  
Committee members discussed the purpose of BAPC, and it was decided that 
the committee is largely a place for discussion, rather than an approval body. It 
was suggested that the terms of reference are out of date and unclear, and 
should be updated to reflect current practice, and perhaps restructure the 
committee to create greater turnout. S. Fisher and S. Murray will work on revising 
the BAPC terms of reference to ensure it is reflected as less of an approval body, 
and more of an advisory body. The membership will be revised similarly to that of 
CACC where there are some faculty members from humanities, creative arts, 
and social sciences with the elections run through the College of Arts 
Nominations & Elections Committee.  
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2.5 Innovation Fund 
 
Details on the innovation fund were released prior to today's meeting, information 
can be found at: http://www.ufv.ca/budgets/innovation-fund-/ 
  
BAPC members were encouraged to consider ways in which things we value 
could fit within the rubric of the fund. Although there is a tight deadline, S. Murray 
and S. Fisher will work together to see if a proposal can be created for 
consideration.  
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