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Executive Summary 
UCFV Student Residence Survey 
Report 2006 
__________________________ 
Prepared by Lisa Gojsic  
Office of Institutional Research and Planning, UCFV 
 

Specifics of this study 

To gain a sense of student demand for and 
preferences for housing on the Abbotsford 
campus of UCFV, in March of 2006, three 
survey instruments, varying slightly in 
content, were administered to three distinct 
cohorts: 

 New Applicants (n =1000), 
 Parents of new applicants, aged 24 and 

under (n = 1000), and 
 Students currently attending UCFV 

during the Winter 2006 term (Current 
Students), (N = 6281). 

The UCFV Student Residence Survey’s were 
administered to a total sample of 8281 
respondents. Each cohort group within this 
sample was selected randomly; however, a 
more in-depth statistical analysis was not 
conducted. Due to the nature of the 
information required for decision making 
purposes, the analysis of data collected 
includes primarily descriptive statistics with 
some measures of association to determine 
how certain variables are associated with 
one another.  
Surveys were administered using two 
different mediums: 

 New Applicants and Parents of New 
Applicants surveys - self-administered, 
mail-out instruments; 

 Current Students survey - self-
administered, web-based survey tool. 

With both devices, a low response rate was 
expected due to the administrator’s lack of 
personal contact with the respondents and, as 
such, a large sample size was pursued with 
that expectation in mind.  
From the overall sample, an aggregate 
response rate of 10% (n = 825) was 
determined.  
While this rate appears low, in actual fact, 
due to the dominating population of the 
current student portion of the sample (6281), 
and due to the method of survey 
administration for the current student 
population, response rates from this cohort 

Introduction 

Studies show that students who live “80 km (or more) from a 
university are only 58% as likely to attend as students living within 
40 km” (Frenette, 2002). 
Currently, approximately 25% of UCFV students commute to 
UCFV from outside its region.2 The minimum commuting distance 
for these students is 30 kilometres with some traveling as much as 
60 kilometres.3  
Consequently, as UCFV is a destination institution, three years ago 
the UCFV Senior Management Group began planning for student 
residences on the Abbotsford campus of UCFV. To support this 
endeavour, the “Student Residence at UCFV” surveys were 
created and executed purposely to estimate demand and 
preferences for housing at UCFV. 
The following survey analysis provides information about New 
Applicants and Current Student respondents’ views regarding 
student housing on the Abbotsford campus of UCFV4. Specifically, 
the UCFV Student Residences Surveys aimed to identify factors 
that may influence student’s housing decisions while attending the 
University College of the Fraser Valley (UCFV) and to attain a 
sense of student demand for and expectations of (including services 
desired) students regarding residences on the Abbotsford campus 
of UCFV. 
The report focuses on a number of key areas: 

• Demand for on-campus housing, 
• Preferences and interests of those interested or potentially 

interested in living on-campus at UCFV, including: 
 Demographic layout of residential floors 
 Meal plans 
 Desired amenities 
 Housing programs and services 
 Communication devices desired 
 Rent and utility fees, 

• Housing Market Summary, including: 
 UCFV, Abbotsford campus, local accommodations 

• School Costs and Living Expenses: 
 General living expenses and school costs 
 UCFV student housing costs and budget. 

In addition, previous research citing factors that affect student’s 
housing decisions, such as cost and proximity to school, were 
looked at and descriptive data from the UCFV Student Residences 
Surveys was compared to provide more information about the 
cohort of students or anticipated students in the UCFV region. 
Understanding factors that affect students’ decisions regarding 
housing during the academic year will further support the planning 
and development of student residences at UCFV. 
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proved low thereby lowering the overall 
response rate for the entire study1. 
If response rates are determined within each 
cohort sample, then a much higher response 
rate is determined for each survey group, 
with the exception of the Current Students. 

 
Over one quarter (25.8%) of the New 
Applicants sample responded, more than one-
fifth (22.4%) of the Parents of New 
Applicants sample provided responses and 
5.5% of current students participated in the 
survey.  
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While most students who are interested in 
living on campus indicate that they would 
prefer Co-ed but individual living units that 
are single gender, planners need to be aware 
of other variables related to the roommate 
selection process such as student preference 
for socialization and study time, flexibility of 
roommate exchange and the provision of 
mediation and conflict resolution. 

 
 

Survey results will be utilized by the Student Residence 
Governance Committee to facilitate planning and to determine the 
direction that is required to benefit students’ within the UCFV 
locale.  
Highlights of Findings 
The principle finding in this report is that well-timed, accurate and 
relevant information regarding on and off campus housing 
alternatives, as well as academic and living expenses in general, is 
necessary to enlighten students as to their housing options and 
financial obligations during their academic association with UCFV. 

Key Finding 1 – Potential Interest 
As a principle rationale for this study, decision makers required an 
insight into student demand for on-campus housing at UCFV. 
Taken from a demographic standpoint, results were tabulated and 
separated out by survey cohort and by gender. For the most 
relevant factors under scrutiny, we sought only the preferences of 
those respondents who declared that they are interested or might be 
interested in living in residence at UCFV. 

 Overall, 88 females report themselves as being interested and 
167 potentially interested in student housing at UCFV while 45 
males indicate interest and 61 would further consider living in 
residence at UCFV. 

 By survey cohort, 133 New Applicants and 229 currently 
attending students during the Winter 2006 term are interested or 
potentially interested in on-campus housing. From Parents of 
New Applicants, 97 are interested or might be interested in their 
child living in residence.  

Key Finding 2 – Dorm Gender Distribution 
Understanding preferences for dormitory demographic allotment is 
integral to planning student residences.  
Data from survey participants suggests that Co-ed but individual 
living units that are single gender is the most preferred 
arrangement over other options, eliciting the highest preference 
rating (236 “Likely/Very likely) by students who are interested or 
might be interested in living on campus at UCFV. 
This data provides a platform for planning; however, other aspects 
that may require consideration in this area may include: 

• roommate preference matching: personality, 
program, age, preference for social interaction, 
preference for study time and noise level, sexual 
orientation, religious affiliation, etc. 

• conflict resolution provision 
• flexibility of room/roommate exchange 

                                                 
1 In the case of the online Current Students survey, the only indication students had of the invitation to participate in the 
survey was an email sent to their student email address through the MyUCFV portal. If current students did not use their 
UCFV-provided email account, then they would not be privy to the fact that there was a survey available for them to fill out. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Survey data indicates that the majority of 
students who are interested or might be 
interested in living on campus would like to 
have the option of a meal plan and prefer the 
Pay per meal with a prepaid balance debt 
card option. Despite this, anecdotal 
information gathered from other institutional 
sources reveals that the mandatory meal plan 
option with few other options to students is a 
source of frustration for many students. 
Therefore, planners should take into 
consideration the successes and pitfalls of 
other institutions that have undergone and 
are continuing to evolve in this service for 
students of residence. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Finding 3 – Meal Plans 
Anecdotal data gathered from students and student committee’s of 
other institutions reveals that mandatory meal plans as well as meal 
options and venues is a highly significant matter and even a 
contentious issue for some.  

With this in mind, questions were fielded to survey participants in 
regards to whether they were interested in a meal plan and, if they 
were interested, to rate their level of interest in four separate meal 
plan options.  

 Data regarding students’ expressed desire for meal plans shows 
that the majority of students who are interested or might be 
interested in living on campus at UCFV want a meal plan (57% 
[Yes]/35% [Maybe]). 

 Pay per meal with a prepaid balance debt card has the highest 
preference rating of the four meal plan options (227 
“Likely/Very likely” – 69% of the responses to this question) by 
students who are interested or might be interested in living on 
campus at UCFV. 

While survey participants have shown an interest in meal plans, 
and specifically the pay per meal plan with a declining balance 
card, other aspects planners will need to take into consideration are: 

• Whether meal plans will be optional to students of 
residence;  

• the course of action for balances for meal plans 
remaining at the end of term;  

• operational aspects such as cafeteria resources and 
multiple venue alternatives, on-campus and off-
campus; 

• ethnic, religious and special dietary requirements 
of students; and, 

• the consideration of non-exclusive contracts with 
food service providers. 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                       
2 Data extracted from UCFV Banner tables. 
3 These numbers do not include those students who have moved into the Fraser Valley region to attend classes at UCFV. 
4 Responses from the Student Residence at UCFV Questionnaire – Parents of New Applicant were not included in this 
analysis due to the specificity of the research question for this particular report (factors that influence student’s housing 
decisions at the University College of the Fraser Valley (UCFV) and to attain a sense of student demand for and 
expectations of (including services desired) students regarding residences on the Abbotsford campus of UCFV). 
Responses of the new applicants to UCFV and the students currently attending UCFV during Winter 2006 were the most 
applicable to the purposes of this analysis. During planning stages, however, data from the Student Residence at UCFV 
Questionnaire – Parents of New Applicants was supplied to student housing planners in summary format. Data from this 
particular survey can be included in this or another analysis at a later date, upon request. 
5 Shared living unit (430 sq. ft.): two students having their own bedroom (2 bedrooms) sharing a common living room area 
and a bathroom. 
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Both new applicant and current student 
respondents agree that cost and proximity to 
school are the two most important factors 
that affect their housing decision. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Prospective students of residence at 
UCFV are interested in having an in-
room phone and communication and 
media devices included in their rent. 
Current and prospective students may 
or may not be aware of the costs of 
such services. In light of this, a 
detailed breakdown of the costs of such 
utilities should be offered to students to 
provide an understanding of the cost-
benefit ratio comparison of housing 
rates with services provided. 

 
 

Key Finding 5 – Most Important Factors Affecting Housing 
Decision 

Both new applicant and current student respondents agree on their 
top ten most important aspects of housing that are significant to 
their decision, with cost and proximity to school being the top two 
factors for both cohorts.  

 

Key Finding 4 – Communication Devices 
 Of those current and new applicant respondents who are 
interested or may be interested in living in residence at UCFV, 
283 report that they own a cell phone (Appendix 7a).  

 From this same group, 276 indicate that an in-room telephone 
connection with voice mail is a very important (180) or 
important (96) feature (Appendix 7b).  

 Moreover, 275 current students and new applicants that indicate 
an interest in living on campus report that the inclusion of 
internet, cable television and local telephone service in the 
rent is very important (162) or important (113) (Appendix 
7c). 

Information gathered from respondents indicates that while many 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over 65% of students indicate that they would 
consider paying $350 to $450 for a shared 
living unit on campus. Information regarding 
the cost of housing in the Abbotsford area as 
well as the average school and living 
expenses a student of UCFV can expect to 
pay during the academic year needs to be 
made available to current and prospective 
students.  

 
 
 
 

Current and prospective students should be 
made aware of the specific and estimated 
costs of housing, living and academic 
expenses that they can expect to pay out over 
an academic year. According to our 
appraisal, on average, living in residence can 
reduce costs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of the respondents own a cell phone, having a home-based land-
line with voice mail is still important to them. Moreover, survey 
participants prefer the inclusion of communication and media 
devices in the rent rather than being offered as separate utilities. 
Given that students desire that communication and media devices 
are included in their rent, 

• prospective students of residence must be 
enlightened to the costs of such utilities in order to 
gain some perspective as to the cost of the all-
inclusive rent.  

• Considerations for long-distance service should be 
determined. 

Key Finding 6 – Housing Rates 
Survey participants were asked to choose one of nine options for 
rental rates for student residences at UCFV. Not surprisingly, most 
(40% of the respondents to this question) stated that they were 
willing to pay $350 - $400 for a shared living unit5. Another 26% 
stated that they were willing to pay $401 - $450. 

• Current and prospective students need to be 
provided with information regarding the costs of 
housing in the Abbotsford area as well as average 
living expenses that they can expect to pay. 

Key Finding 7 – Comparison of Expenses 

A comparison of estimated expenses for students of UCFV living 
on and off-campus reveals that: 

 a student in residence can expect to pay, on average, $500 less 
than a non-resident student of UCFV who uses the bus for 
transportation; and 

 for students who choose to own and operate a vehicle, it is 
estimated that those living in residence at UCFV will pay 
approximately $1300 less in total expenses than students who 
live off campus. 

• Current and prospective students living off campus 
need to be informed that living on campus can 
reduce costs by as much as $1300 per academic 
year (8 months/two terms). 
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shows that the student 
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For instance, during the 2004/05 academic year  642 students travelled from Langley and 
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Analysis of the  
UCFV Student Residence Surveys 2006 

of Preferences of Winter 2006 Current Students and New Applicants to 
UCFV 

University College of the Fraser Valley 
Institutional Research and Planning Department 

Introduction 
The Abbotsford Census Metropolitan Area (CMA) is now the second fastest growing area in 
B.C (Service Canada, 2006) while also boasting the fastest growing economy in Canada in 
2004 (The Conference Board of Canada, 2005). This growth, however, is not solely specific 
to the Abbotsford area. By 2015, the Fraser Valley6 is forecast to expand to a population of 
430,410: a 19.6% increase from 2006 (BC Stats, 2006). In juxtaposition with growth in the 
Fraser Valley, the University College of the Fraser Valley’s (UCFV) population increase is 
also marked. The 2005/06 academic year at UCFV produced 6647 FTE’s with an expectation 
that by 2011/12 Full T 7

With the growth of 
UCFV, demographic data 

population of UCFV
longer comprised solely 
of local residents; the 
student body includes 
students that travel fro
wide circumference 
within the lower 
mainland.  

8

n % Kms Est. 
Minutes

UCFV4 Abbotsford 3839 38% 3.8 7
Chilliwack 1782 18% 31.1 23

Kwantlen2 Langley 642 6% 33.6 25
Surrey 354 4% 50.4 44

Douglas3 Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows 492 5% 38.5 37
Coquitlam 63 1% 53.8 41

2004/05
College 
Region City

Travel 

n % Kms Est. 
Minutes

UCFV 11 Abbotsford 3839 38% 3.8 7
Chilliwack 1782 18% 31.1 23

Kwantlen  9 Langley 642 6% 33.6 25
Surrey 354 4% 50.4 44

Douglas 10 Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows 492 5% 38.5 37
Coquitlam 63 1% 53.8 41

2004/05
College 
Region City

Travel

354 travelled from Surrey to attend classes at UCFV. Moreover, 492 students travelled from
Maple Ridge/ Pitt Meadows during this same academic year and 1% (63) of the student 
population during that year travelled from Coquitlam. Even for those students who live i

 
6 Including: Abbotsford, Chilliwack, Mission, Agassiz-Harrison, Hope and Maple Ridge 
7 Source: UCFV Multi-Year Plan 2006/07 to 2011/12 
8 Data provided by the UCFV 2004/05 Fact Book. For each College Region, the two locations that have the 
highest student attendance rate at UCFV have been highlighted. Recorded travel time and distance (kilometres) 
was determined using the Mapquest site: http://www.mapquest.com/directions/main.adp?bCTsettings=1   
The final destination location is the Abbotsford campus of UCFV. The Abbotsford campus was chosen as the 
end destination as it possesses the largest number of course offerings, and hence is the most widely accessed 
destination location, over all other UCFV campuses. 
9 Kwantlen College Region: Langley – distance calculated from the Willowbrook Mall (19705 Fraser Hwy); 
Surrey – distance calculated from the Newton campus of Kwantlen University College (12666-72nd Ave). 
10 Douglas College Region: Maple Ridge/Pitt Meadows – distance calculated from Valleyfair Mall (22709 
Lougheed Hwy); Coquitlam – distance calculated from Coquitlam Centre (2929 Barnet Hwy). 

http://www.mapquest.com/directions/main.adp?bCTsettings=1


 

Fraser Valley, depending on their residential location and the campus locale of their course 
offerings, their travel time can be considerable. For UCFV, this is an issue that needs to be 
addressed.  

UCFV is committed to sustaining its anticipated expansion by moving forward into a new 
phase in institutional growth: one that includes building a comprehensive regional university 
that offers not only academic excellence and access to a wide range of stakeholders but one 
that also offers an inviting campus life for the student body outside of the classroom12. In 
light of the evolution and the forward looking vision of UCFV to become a university, an 
aspect of campus life that has been of particular interest over the past three years is the 
development of student residences. 

Research shows that residential living significantly impacts student retention and academic 
goal success (Astin, 1993; Grayson & Grayson, 2003, Terezini and Pascarella, 1984; as cited 
in Bard, Lake & Binder, 2006, p.64). Conversely, studies have also identified that “eighteen 
to twenty-two-year-olds attending community colleges and other types of commuter 
institutions drop out of college at much higher rates than would be expected from their 
abilities, aspirations, and family backgrounds” (Adelman, 1992; Astin, 1975, 1977, 1982; 
Dey and Astin, 1989; as cited in Astin, 1993, p.417). This is due, in part, to lack of student 
community and less opportunity for involvement in campus life. Tinto maintains that 
residential living fosters “an early physical, social and academic anchor during the transition 
to college life” (as cited in “Residence Life – Benefits of Residence Living, University of 
Calgary, 2006) which concurs with further findings that student involvement is a key factor 
in student retention (Pascarella & Terenzini, 1991, as cited in Hayes, 2005). Studies have 
also found that there is a significant relationship between where students live during the 
academic year and their academic performance (King, 1998; Blimling, 1999, as cited in 
Casiano, 2006). UCFV is aware of this important determinant of student success and 
retention and, as such, student housing is currently in the construction phase and will be fully 
operational by the Fall term of 2007. 

To support this endeavour, research was undertaken to gather pertinent facts from the 
potential constituents of student housing, current and prospective students, to gather their 
thoughts and opinions on the pending facilities.  

More specifically, the goal of this study is to identify factors that influence student’s 
housing decisions at UCFV and to attain a sense of student demand for and 
expectations of (including services desired) students regarding residences on the 
Abbotsford campus of UCFV.  

 

                                                 
11  UCFV College Region: Abbotsford – distance calculated from Seven Oaks Mall (32900 S. Fraser Way); 
Chilliwack – distance calculated from Cottonwood Mall (45585 Luckakuck Way). 
12 UCFV Strategic Plan (November 2004). 
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Methodology 
To gather the data required to address these research questions, during March 2006, three 
surveys were developed and administered to three cohorts of potential stakeholders in the 
UCFV residences:  

• the population of current students (N=6281) attending UCFV during the Winter 
2006 term (Student Residence at UCFV Questionnaire – Current Students),  

• a stratified-random sample of the new applicants to UCFV (n=1000), who have 
applied to UCFV for the following academic year, twenty-four years of age and 
under (Student Residence at UCFV Questionnaire – New Applicants),  

• as well as an accompanying survey for the parents of new applicants to UCFV 
(n=1000) (Student Residence at UCFV Questionnaire – Parents of New 
Applicants)13. 

Questions for each survey cohort were adjusted to gather the appropriate information from 
each sample group. Mail-out, paper-based surveys were utilized to gather information from 
both the sample of new applicants to UCFV and the corresponding parents of this sample 
group. Postage-paid, self-addressed envelopes were included in the new applicant’s survey 
package for the return of both the new applicants and parents of new applicant’s surveys. 
 
An online survey was administered to the population of currently attending UCFV students 
during the Winter 2006 term. Current students were surveyed on-line utilizing their email 
accounts through the MyUCFV portal.  
 
To potentially increase participation rates14, 6 incentive prizes were also offered for 
participating in the surveys including three $50 prizes, two $100 prizes, and one $150 prize. 
 
As with all surveys, results should be interpreted cautiously. Although students were 
randomly chosen to participate, due to the non-interactive nature of the survey, students may 
or may not choose to participate whether based on personal convenience, the perception of 
the value of the incentive prizes or propensity as an individual to voice their opinion. 
Therefore, the opinions expressed in the surveys do not necessarily represent the views held 
by the entire student or prospective student population. 
 

Survey Response  
Overall, a 10% response rate was achieved for this study (Table 1). One-quarter (25.8% 
(258]) of the new applicants sample responded and 22.4% (224) of the parents of new 
applicants participated in their survey. A much smaller portion of current students responded 

                                                 
13 It was assumed that not all new applicants to UCFV would be living in a household with their parents, 
however, surveys for parents of new applicants were included nonetheless to capture as many parental 
participants in this process, who would have stakes in the UCFV residences, to glean their opinions for further 
decision-making.  
14 Despite the large sample sizes for each cohort, a low response rate was expected due to the non-interactive 
nature of the survey administration. Typically, a response rate between 10% and 40% can be expected for an 
impersonal, hands-off survey administration (Palys, 1997, p. 146). 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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to the online survey, with only 5.5% (343) response rate from the population of students 
attending UCFV during Winter 200615.  

Table 1: Survey Response and Method Used 
Survey Cohort Survey 

Method N n Response Rate 
(%) 

New Applicants Mail-out 1000 258 25.8% 

Parents of New 
Applicants Mail-out 1000 224 22.4% 

Current Students Web 6281 343 5.5% 

Total 8281 825 10.0% 

                                                 
15 A number of factors could be attributed to this low response rate including lack of knowledge that the survey 
was being conducted due to in-access to the MyUCFV email account (while there is no hard evidence we can 
assume that many students have their own email accounts already and hence may not utilize their student email 
account) as well as the period of time this survey was accessible to students, at the end of term, before finals 
and when other papers and projects are due. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Demand for On-Campus Housing 
One of the main objectives of this study is to estimate demand for student housing at UCFV. 
While the response rates appear somewhat low, a general indication of student interest in 
residences is evident. Both current students and new applicants to UCFV were asked the 
following: If housing was available at UCFV, would you be interested in living on-campus? 
Parents of new applicants were also posed this question, but from their perspective as a 
parent, if they would be interested in their child living in on-campus residence.  
 
From the respondents to our survey, 133 current students or prospective students expressed 
an interest in living in residence on the Abbotsford campus of UCFV. 16 Moreover, 229 
survey respondents might consider the possibility of on-campus housing at UCFV.  

Table 2: Survey Participants Interest in Housing by Gender 

Yes Maybe No
Female 56 104 84 244
Male 32 37 30 99
Total 88 141 114 343
Female 32 63 87 182
Male 13 24 32 69
Total 45 87 119 251
Female 88 167 171 426
Male 45 61 62 168
Total 133 228 233 594
Female 27 46 89 162
Male 10 13 33 56
Total 37 59 122 218

Parents of New 
Applicants

Survey Student 
Gender TotalInterest in Housing

Grand Total

New Applicants 

Current

 

Overall, 88 females report that they are interested and 167 potentially interested in student 
housing at UCFV while 45 males indicate interest and 61 would further consider living in 
residence at UCFV. 

New Applicants: 
New applicants twenty-four years of age and under are of particular interest with regards to 
developing the new residences on campus specifically because it is more likely that this 
cohort will be interested in attaining housing. Within our sample of new applicants ages 
twenty-four and under, a majority indicate that they are in the “20 and under” category.17 Of 
this cohort, 29 females and 13 males declare their interest in living on campus at UCFV and 
50 females and 21 males indicate that they may be interested in on-campus housing (Table 
3).  
                                                 
16 Parents of new applicants are not included in these figures as they would tend to overstate the demand for 
student housing due to double counting. 
17 Please note, Table 3 shows that two new applicants have declared their age to be twenty-five or above 
although new applicants were selected utilising a stratified random selection. There was not an error in the 
sample selection rather it is either an error in Banner data or participant indicator selection.  
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Table 3: New Applicants Interest in On-Campus Housing by Gender and Age 

20 and 
under 21 - 24 25 - 29 40 - 54

Female No 77 9 0 1 87
Yes 29 2 1 0 32
Maybe 50 11 0 0 61
Total 156 22 1 1 180

Male No 31 1 32
Yes 13 0 13
Maybe 21 2 23
Total 65 3 68

Gender Interest in 
Housing Total

Age

 
 

Taking into account that the majority of this sample group is 20 and under, Table 4 examines 
these participants based on community of residence and gender. Not surprisingly, both male 
and female respondents who indicated “Other” as their community of residence have the 
highest response rate of those interested (“Yes” response) in housing at UCFV. Overall, from 
this combination of variables, 32 females and 13 males are clearly interested in on-campus 
housing and 62 females and 22 males will consider living in residence18. 

Table 4: New Applicants Interest in On-Campus Housing by Community of 
Residence 

 
 

Parents of New Applicants: 
From our sample of parents of new applicants, 54 indicate being the parent of a male and 160 
report that they are a parent of a female applicant. Overall, looking only at parent’s declared 
interest in their child living on campus at UCFV, 37 state that they are interested and 60 that 
they may be interested and 124 that they are not interested at all; however, to make some 
sense of these responses we have examined the parent’s interest in their child living on 
campus by the child’s gender and community of residence (Table 5).  

 

                                                 
18 Totals may differ slightly between categories, and combinations of variables, as not every survey participant 
responds to every question. 
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Table 5: Parents of New Applicants Interest in On-Campus Housing for Their 
Child by Child’s Gender and Community of Residence 

 
 
Of the parents of female applicants, 25 report being interested and 44 of being open to the 
option of on-campus housing for their child. Nine (9) parents of males state they are 
interested in their son living in residence and 13 may support this endeavour.  
 
From a community of residence perspective, the highest response of interest was from 
parents of female applicants from “Other” communities, with 17 parents of female applicants 
expressing they are interested (11) or potentially interested (6) in on-campus housing and 5 
parents of males indicating interest in residential housing for their sons at UCFV. 
Interestingly, although the sample size is low, the second highest response rate from parents 
interested or potentially interested in on-campus housing for their child was from the 
Abbotsford community: 14 parents of females and 4 parents of males.  
 

Current Students: 
Of the population of current students, we are primarily interested in the importance of and 
preferences for housing of those students with sixty credits or less19. Graph 1 shows that, 
from this cohort, 60 students affirmed their interest and 103 would consider the option of 
living on campus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
19 If these currently attending students are pursuing a degree at UCFV, then these are the students that will be 
continuing a relationship with UCFV over a longer period of time than the students nearer to graduation. 
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Graph 1: Current Students Interest in On-Campus Housing by Credits 
Achieved 
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Taking this a step further by separating students out by credential type (Table 6), it is evident 
that there is still an adequate expression of interest in on-campus housing amongst bachelor 
degree students with 37 students indicating they would be interested and 66 that they may be 
interested in housing if it were available at UCFV20.  
 

Table 6: Current Students Interest in On-Campus Housing by Credits Achieved 
and Credential Pursuing 

Less 
than 13 
credits

13 to 24 
credits

25 to 36 
credits

37 to 60 
credits

61 to 80 
credits

Greater 
than 80 
credits

Total

Diploma No 2 3 1 3 3 12
Yes 3 5 8 4 2 22
Maybe 2 9 5 4 3 23

Associate Degree No 1 1 1 1 4
Yes 1 0 0 0 1
Maybe 1 1 3 4 9

Bachelors Degree No 5 5 12 17 21 34 94
Yes 3 11 12 11 12 12 61
Maybe 11 26 12 17 16 18 100

Credits Achieved
Interest in 
HousingCredential

 
 
Furthermore, in order to provide a comparison with new applicant survey participants, 
current student participant’s interest in on-campus housing at UCFV was also examined by 
a) age and gender (Table 7) and, b) community of residence and gender (Table 8).  
 

                                                 
20 Sample sizes for both Diploma and Associate Degree students are small; data should be viewed with caution. 
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Similar to the new applicant sample group, the majority of current student survey participants 
are female (244) and are between the ages of 21 to 24 (129)21 and 20 and under (130). Of the 
female gender ages 24 years and under, 45 indicate that they are interested and 87 that they 
might be interested in living in student residence at UCFV. Male participants are a smaller 
portion of the sample from this cohort; however, 26 reported that they are interested and 31 
might be interested in living on-campus at UCFV.  

Table 7: Current Students Interest in On-Campus Housing by Age and Gender 

20 and 
under 21 - 24 25 - 29 30 - 34 35 - 39 40 - 54

55 and 
over

Female No 22 31 7 6 8 9 1 84
Yes 28 17 5 4 0 2 0 56
Maybe 44 43 10 2 2 3 0 104
Total 94 91 22 12 10 14 1 244

Male No 6 11 5 4 1 3 0 30
Yes 13 13 3 3 0 0 0 32
Maybe 17 14 4 0 0 1 1 37
Total 36 38 12 7 1 4 1 99

Age
TotalInterest in 

HousingGender

 
 
Unexpectedly, the greatest proportion of both female and male current student survey 
participants that indicate that they would be interested (37) or might be interested (61) in 
living on-campus at UCFV22 presently reside in Abbotsford.  
 

Table 8: Current Students Interest in On-Campus Housing by Gender and 
Community of Residence 

Abbotsford
Chilliwack/ 
Agassiz/ 
Harrison

Mission Hope Langley 
/Aldergrove Surrey

Maple 
Ridge/Port 
Coquitlam

Female No 41 21 8 4 4 1 79
Yes 19 12 3 10 3 4 51
Maybe 42 29 6 13 2 8 100
Total 102 62 17 27 9 13 230

Male No 16 6 3 0 3 1 1 30
Yes 18 5 3 0 3 1 0 30
Maybe 19 8 4 1 1 2 1 36
Total 53 19 10 1 7 4 2 96

Gender Total

Community of residence
Interest in 
Housing

 
 

                                                 
21 Age category reflects aggregate totals comprised of males and females. 
22 However, we did not ask students to stipulate whether or not they are currently in temporary housing or a 
permanent, long-term residence; therefore, it is possible that some of these students have moved to Abbotsford 
from outside of the Fraser Valley region to attend school at UCFV and the possibility of living on campus may 
be of more interest. 
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Preferences and Interests of Those Interested or Potentially 
Interested in Living On-Campus at UCFV 

The following section examines the preferences of those respondents who are interested or 
potentially interested in living on-campus at UCFV. New applicants (NEW APPS) and 
current students (CURRENT) are examined together and parents of new applicants will be 
examined separately in a further analysis as their responses will inflate the 
student/prospective student preferences and requirements for student housing.  

Facilities 

Residential Floors 
The gender distribution on the floors of the residences and the living units is a significant and 
sensitive decision for planner’s regarding housing at UCFV. To help make this 
determination, three separate scenarios were presented to all three survey cohorts to attain the 
most preferred layout for students living in residence (Tables 9, 10 & 11)23: 

• Gender specific floors (Table 9); 
• Co-ed but individual living units are single gender (Table 10); 
• All floors are co-ed & students have the option of sharing a co-ed living unit 

(Table 11). 
  

Table 9: Likelihood to Live on Campus if there are Gender Specific Floors 

Very 
Unlikely Unlikely

Neither 
Likely nor 
Unlikely Likely

Very 
likely

CURRENT 3 3 7 19 24 56
NEW APPS 2 10 9 9 30

Total 3 5 17 28 33 86
CURRENT 4 8 39 33 19 103
NEW APPS 8 14 27 14 63

Total 4 16 53 60 33 166
CURRENT 5 4 6 10 7 32
NEW APPS 0 3 4 6 13

Total 5 4 9 14 13 45
CURRENT 2 2 24 7 2 37
NEW APPS 3 12 8 1 24

Total 2 5 36 15 3 61
Yes 8 9 26 42 46 131
Maybe 6 21 89 75 36 227

Total

Gender Specific Floors

Survey Gender Interest in 
Housing

Grand Total

Female

Male

Yes

Maybe

Yes

Maybe

 
                                                 
23 Please note: respondents were not asked which choice they most preferred out of the three scenarios therefore 
each category has high response rates. 
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Table 10: Likelihood to Live on Campus if the Floors are Co-ed but individual 
living units are single gender 

Very 
Unlikely Unlikely

Neither 
Likely nor 
Unlikely Likely

Very 
likely

CURRENT 2 1 10 22 21 56
NEW APPS 2 1 3 8 18 32

Total 4 2 13 30 39 88
CURRENT 3 10 24 44 23 104
NEW APPS 0 4 17 28 14 63

Total 3 14 41 72 37 167
CURRENT 1 2 6 14 9 32
NEW APPS 1 1 3 7 12

Total 1 3 7 17 16 44
CURRENT 0 1 22 12 2 37
NEW APPS 3 10 8 3 24

Total 0 4 32 20 5 61
Yes 5 5 20 47 55 132
Maybe 3 18 73 92 42 228

Co-ed but individual living units are single 
gender

Survey Gender Interest in 
Housing Total

Grand Total

Female

Yes

Maybe

Yes

Maybe
Male

 
 

Table 11: Likelihood to Live on Campus if all floors are Co-ed & Students have 
the Option of Sharing a Co-ed Living unit 

Very 
Unlikely Unlikely

Neither 
Likely nor 
Unlikely Likely

Very 
likely

CURRENT 6 5 8 18 19 56
NEW APPS 3 3 9 8 7 30

Total 9 8 17 26 26 86
CURRENT 10 13 27 37 16 103
NEW APPS 16 6 19 13 9 63

Total 26 19 46 50 25 166
CURRENT 1 1 2 7 21 32
NEW APPS 0 6 4 1 1 12

Total 1 7 6 8 22 44
CURRENT 3 1 17 12 4 37
NEW APPS 2 2 11 7 2 24

Total 5 3 28 19 6 61
Yes 10 15 23 34 48 130
Maybe 31 22 74 69 31 227

Total

Grand Total

All floors are co-ed & students have the 
option of sharing a co-ed living unit

Survey Gender Interest in 
Housing

Female

Male

Yes

Maybe

Yes

Maybe
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Due to the gender specificity of the scenarios, student responses to these questions are 
analysed according to gender, survey type, and interest in attaining housing. While it is 
difficult to glean the most preferred scenario for students as they were not asked to choose 
their most preferred living situation, just by sheer numbers, the scenario “Co-ed but 
individual living units are single gender” (Table 10) has the highest preference rating 
(236 “Likely/Very likely) by students who are interested or might be interested in living on 
campus at UCFV.  
When examining the data by gender, it is clear that the scenario “Co-ed but individual living 
units are single gender” (Table 10) is also the most preferred by females 178 “Likely/Very 
likely) and males (58 “Likely/Very likely).  

Meal Plans 

Table 12: If living on-campus at UCFV, interest in a meal plan 

No Yes Maybe
CURRENT 5 59 21 85
New APPS 1 29 14 44

Total 6 88 35 129
CURRENT 14 70 50 134
New APPS 7 42 38 87

Total 21 112 88 221

27 200 123 350

Total

Grand Total

Survey Interest in 
Housing

If living on campus; interest in a 
meal plan

Yes

Maybe

 
Data on students’ expressed desire for meal plans (Table 12) shows that the majority of 
students who are interested or might be interested in living on campus at UCFV want a meal 
plan (57% [Yes]/35% [Maybe]). 

Three separate scenarios were posed to all three survey cohorts to attain the most preferred 
meal plan scenario (Tables 13, 13a & 14)24: 

• 7 meals per week(Table 13a – Appendix 6); 
• 14 meals per week (Table 14); 
• 21 meals per week (Table 13a – Appendix 6); 
• Pay per meal with a prepaid balance debt card (Table 13). 

As respondents were not asked to choose their most preferred meal plan we cannot determine 
precisely which meal plan students want; however, the scenario “Pay per meal with a 
prepaid balance debt card” (Table 13) has the highest preference rating (227 
“Likely/Very likely” – 69% of the responses to this question) by students who are 
interested or might be interested in living on campus at UCFV25.  

                                                 
24 Please note: respondents were not asked which choice they most preferred out of the three scenarios therefore 
each category has high response rates. 
25 Please see Appendix 6 for a summary table of responses to each of the meal plan and percentages of 
responses per category. 
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Table 13: If living on-campus at UCFV, interest in pay per meal 

Very 
uninterested Uninterested

Neither 
interested nor 
uninterested

Interested Very 
interested

CURRENT 1 7 14 19 41 82
New APPS 1 1 8 18 11 39

Total 2 8 22 37 52 121 73%
CURRENT 3 9 28 52 35 127
New APPS 4 6 18 30 21 79

Total 7 15 46 82 56 206
9 23 68 119 108 327 69%

Overall  % of 
ResponseTotal

Grand Total

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Pay per meal with a prepaid balance debit card

Yes

Maybe

 
 

If we look at a fixed meal plan that offers 7, 14 or 21 meals per week, it is clear that the 
scenario “14 meals per week” (Table 14) has the highest preference rating (191 
“Likely/Very likely – 60% of the responses to this question) by students who are 
interested or might be interested in living on campus at UCFV.  

Table 14: If living on-campus at UCFV, interest in 14 meals per week 

Very 
uninterested Uninterested

Neither 
interested nor 
uninterested

Interested Very 
interested

CURRENT 8 8 15 27 21 79
New APPS 2 4 13 13 8 40

Total 10 12 28 40 29 119 58%
CURRENT 6 13 34 53 19 125
New APPS 1 8 17 32 18 76

Total 7 21 51 85 37 201
17 33 79 125 66 320 60%

Overall  % of 
Response 
per Option

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Interest in 14 meals per week

Total

Grand Total

Yes

Maybe

 
Furthermore, in respondent’s open-ended comments regarding the most important factors 
that affect their housing decision, students indicate that having a space to cook their own 
meals or a kitchen (40), the ability to be on a meal plan or go to a place that has prepared 
meals (22) and to have access to readily available and a variety of food choices (13) is 
important to them. 

Other Institutions: Anecdotal Observations Regarding Meal Plans 
The development of a well-received meal-plan for students of residence requires much 
thought and coordination on the part of the planners. Comments and editorials from students 
of other institutions reveal that meal service and food offerings can be a source of concern 
and even contention. Knowing the pitfalls planners will face ahead of time and, as a result, 



 

providing the most inviting food service options will put student’s minds at ease and 
potentially encourage student interest in residential housing. Therefore, to assist with this 
planning and development of meal plans at UCFV, a brief synopsis of subjective gleanings 
from other institutions is offered to provide an indication of what students are declaring is 
important to them regarding meal plans. 

Michigan State University 
The Michigan Daily highlights an editorial on student discontent with mandatory meal plans 
at Michigan State University and the need for University Housing to be transparent with 
regards to how meal plan funds are used.  

“The University currently requires almost all students living in residence halls to buy a 
meal plan in addition to the cost of rent. The extra cost of a meal plan puts a heavy financial 
burden on students who already live on a tight budget. At nearly $7 per meal, students can go 
out to a local restaurant and have a high-quality meal much cheaper. Students who do not 
use all of their credits during the week still incur much of the costs of these missed meals. 

Students living in residence halls may prefer to cook their own food rather than pay hefty 
sums for University-cooked meals. Currently, only a handful of areas in residence halls have 
built-in kitchens for student use. The University must consider this when building and 
renovating halls. Students should have the more cost-efficient option of preparing their own 
meals. 

University Housing must come clean about how it uses students' money and reconsider its 
policy on mandatory meal plans.” 
(http://www.michigandaily.com/media/storage/paper851/news/2005/11/15/Opinioneditorials/
From-The.Daily.Scraping.By.On.20.A.Day-
1432984.shtml?norewrite200607311615&sourcedomain=www.michigandaily.com  ) 

Northern State University 
This article, written by a student campus reporter for Northern State University, discusses 
changes to the meal plan process in this institution. Specifically, a declining balance card has 
been implemented to pay for meals and the reporter discusses the fact that the number of 
students wanting meals has increased while cafeteria staff and food stations has not 
increased.  

1) “The declining balance is also a new addition to the numerous changes in the meal plan 
options. Basically, the declining balance can be defined as certain amount on your ID card 
and the cost of your meal (for example $5.00) will be deducted from the overall amount.  

According to Nieman, students will be able to come to the Student Center to find out their 
current balance on their cards. Students must realize that with the declining balance on any 
meal plan the money must be spent, because it will not transfer over to the next semester’s 
meal plan. With The First Class Plan, a student must spend $46.00 per week for their balance 
to equal zero.  
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‘If there is a remaining balance, that money will not transfer to the next semester. That 
money will just go back to the meal plan,’ Nieman said. 

2) Another issue that has surfaced with the meal plan changes is the lines that dominate at 
lunch and dinner. Kathy Johnson, supervisor of Jerde Dining Hall, said, ‘There are about 
415 students that attend lunch compared to 279 last year.’  

Even though the lines are long due to the increase in numbers and there is only one main 
serving line, the facility is equipped to handle the number of dinners.  

However, with the current setup of Jerde, there is no way to set up yet another serving line. If 
that were to occur, Johnson said that one of the specialty bars or the cold cut bar would have 
to be removed.  

The latest solution to this problem is, according to Nieman, ‘Eat lunch at 10:30.’ The lines 
at Jerde are due to the increase of the number of students eating lunch during the noon hour. 
If a student has a class at one, be prepared to be a few moments late. 

3) Nieman also implied that menus are posted in all of the dorms explaining what is for 
lunch at Jerde. After calling every residence hall on campus, no dorm, including Jerde had 
anything posted (they have them sitting out on a table) and not one resident advisor had ever 
heard of receiving a menu.” 
(http://www.northern.edu/exponent/archive/2000/0927/news/0927-meals.htm   ) 

Globe and Mail – University Report Card 
The Globe and Mail University Report Card (report card date unknown) highlights the 
University of Western Ontario’s campus food plan. In particular, the types of food available 
and options for students in regards to their meal plans were re-evaluated and a new plan was 
created. Some of the primary areas that were focused on include: 

a) "’Grab-and-go" food — items stocked in open-air refrigerators — was a popular option 
on campus. So the food service team made the items healthier. Sandwiches were rebranded 
as "Lifestyle's 'Fresh is Tastiest.'.’ Sushi, salads, fruit, yogurt parfaits, tomato juice and other 
healthy options were stocked. 

Signs were posted around the food courts telling students the calorie content and other 
nutritional value in each franchise's food items. The signs, changed every two weeks, also 
offered meal ideas, such as the salad-instead-of-fries substitution. 

So did it work? Mr. McCabe says yes. When students were told what they were eating, they 
started to make healthier choices. 

"We always had a variety of food items, but we hadn't been communicating with our 
customers," Mr. McCabe says. Marketing was key. "We saw an increase in revenues from 
higher nutritional items in the franchises and fridges." 
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b) Western also extended the hours of operation for food service. Students' eating patterns 
are often erratic, so residence food is served from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. while snack bars are open 
from 7 p.m. to midnight. 

c) Residence students can also use their meal cards to order food from off-campus 
restaurants, such as Swiss Chalet and Subway. There are two library operations which, 
during exam periods, have food services open until 2 a.m., and a 24-hour Tim Hortons. 

d) As well, residence students are invited to create their own nutritional meal plan on-line. 
"You can click on menus and view all the nutritional values," Mr. Miller says. An on-
campus nutritionist plans the meals and ensures they contain the right balance. 

"You can't preach nutrition to people," Mr. Miller says. "There has to be choice." 

e) "the quality of the food improved, the preparation is better ..... they've not only added more 
healthy items to the salad bar, but they've also added more vegetarian dishes to the general 
menu." 
(http://www.theglobeandmail.com/servlet/story/RTGAM.20051101.wurcfood0211/BNStory/
specialReportCard2005/home  ) 

Brock University 
In a letter to the editor of The Brock Press, one student voices what in effect could be a 
concern of many Brock University students: mandatory meal plans with little options. 

“I just finished reading the article about the Sodexho strike talks that took place and can't 
help but feel like Brock students are going through this due to a lack of options.  
 
Other universities have almost unlimited fast-food resources when it comes to the use of a 
student's declining cash balance card (DCB). My friend at another university can use his 
DCB card at over 30 different places on or off campus, whereas Brock students can use it to 
eat at just three places. 
 
Another problem is the fact that those living in Earp, Vallee and DeCew are stuck with a 
mandatory meal plan, which is, you guessed it, run through Sodexho ? leaving them with 
little options for getting food if Sodexho were to in fact go on strike.  
 
I'm not sure who would be in charge of providing more alternatives aside from a mandatory 
meal plan, but I know that being forced to eat at the same place for every meal with a very 
stiff rotation can be very tiresome, as I experienced last year. I have no complaints about the 
food that is provided by the cafeteria, but I am upset that a student's DCB card has such 
limited uses. Why can't Brock enter negotiations with places like Quizno's, Pita Pit or even 
McDonald's and Burger King in order to give the DCB card more options and uses off 
campus?” 
(http://www.brockpress.com/media/storage/paper384/news/2002/10/22/Opinion/Enough.Wit
h.The.Mandatory.Meal.Plans-
303462.shtml?norewrite200607311736&sourcedomain=www.brockpress.com  ) 
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In Summary 
 
Clearly, the most pressing decisions that need to be made in regards to meal plans at UCFV 
are whether or not the meal plan will be mandatory to student residents, what the cost will be 
to students for this plan per month or per term and what the mode of payment will be for 
meals. Secondary considerations may include: 

- the course of action for balances for meal plans remaining at the end of term;  
- developing more options for students in regards to their food options and food venue 

choices (including ethnic food choices and access to off campus restaurants for food 
variety); 

- posting the calorie content and other nutritional value of each franchise's food item in 
the cafeteria; 

- posting the cafeteria’s menu plans in all of the dorms; 
- offering extended hours for food service; 
- providing more resources to the cafeteria including staff, food stations as well as food 

options; 
- offering the expertise of an online nutritionist – students may create their own 

nutritional meal plans; 
- negotiating non-exclusive contracts with food service providers; 
- providing cooking facilities for students; 
- remaining transparent to students and other stakeholders in the food services/meal 

plan decisions; 
- developing a set of performance indicators and providing a multi-year plan for food 

services on campus, and 
- undertaking a yearly review process that focuses specifically on food and dining 

aspects as it relates to students in residence. 
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Desired Amenities 
The following sections focus on the most important factors to student’s housing decisions, 
examining only those areas that survey respondents, with a reported interest in living on 
campus, have indicated are of great importance to them when they consider housing for the 
academic year (please see Appendices section for frequency tables of all responses). 

Communication Devices 
As expected, both current student and new applicant respondents indicate, for the most part, 
that an in-room internet connection, in-room cable television, a wireless internet connection 
an in-room telephone connection with voicemail and the inclusion of internet, cable 
television and local telephone service in their rent is important or very important to them 
(See Appendix 7).  

Of those current and new applicant respondents who are interested or may be interested in 
living in residence at UCFV, 283 report that they own a cell phone (Appendix 7a). From 
this same group, 276 indicate that an in-room telephone connection with voice mail is a 
very important (180) or important (96) feature (Appendix 7b). Moreover, 275 current 
students and new applicants that indicate an interest in living on campus report that the 
inclusion of internet, cable television and local telephone service in the rent is very 
important (162) or important (113) (Appendix 7c). 

Although this data is purely descriptive in nature, student responses provide some indication 
that despite the fact that a majority of survey respondents, who indicate interest or potential 
interest in living on campus, own a cell phone, they still find an in-room telephone 
connection with voicemail is of importance as well as having internet, cable television and 
telephone service included in their rent.   
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Most Important Factors Affecting Housing Decision 
In keeping with previous findings that students consider cost and proximity to campus as the 
most important factors that affect their housing decision (Anderson Strickler, LLC, July 
2005, p.27; Anderson Strickler, LLC, April 2005, p.7), both UCFV’s current students and 
new applicants agree that location (161) and affordability (303) are of the utmost importance 
in their decision26.  

Graph 2: Overall most important factors affecting housing decision27
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26 No pre-determined categories were offered in the survey instruments; however, to simplify the breadth of 
responses for this topic, responses have been categorized and tabulated in order to provide a clear indication of 
student opinion.  
27 Responses for this category were not separated out by interest in living on campus at UCFV as it is important 
to understand from the breadth of students, whether they are interested in living on campus as UCFV or not, the 
factors that influence their housing decision. 
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New Applicants:  
Besides cost (109) and proximity 

to school (72) being the primary 

factors that affect new applicants 

housing decision, security (35), 

comfort and independent living 

(29), and in-room internet and 

cable (26) were amongst the top 

ten factors that new applicants 

indicate are important to them. 28

Current Students: 
Current student respondents also 

rated cost (194), proximity to 

school (89), comfort and 

independent living (48), in-room 

internet and cable (46) and 

security and safety (29) as the 

top five characteristics that are 

deemed significant when 

choosing housing. In fact, both new applicant and current student respondents agree on the 

top ten most important aspects of housing that are significant to their decision with the 

exception of proximity to bus routes/ transportation (16) also being important to some new 

applicants.  

Rank Category n
1 Cost 194
2 Proximity to School 89
3 Comfortable living space/independence 48
4 In-room Internet/Cable 46
5 Security/ Safety 29
6 Ability to Cook/Kitchen 25
7 Own Bedroom 24
8 Access to On-campus Facilities/Amenities 22
9 Privacy/ Quiet 19
10 Parking 18

C
ur

re
nt

 S
tu

de
nt

s

Table 16: Current Students: Most important factors 
affecting housing decision

Rank Category n
1 Cost 109
2 Proximity to School 72
3 Security/ Safety 35
4 Comfortable living space/independence 29
5 In-room Internet/Cable 26
6 Access to On-campus Facilities/Amenities 17
7 Proximity to Bus Routes/Transportation 16
8 Ability to Cook/Kitchen 15
9 Own Bedroom 15

10 Parking 12
10 Privacy/ Quiet 12

N
ew

 A
pp

lic
an

ts

Table 15: New Applicants: Most important factors 
affecting housing decision

 

 

                                                 
28 Appendix 6 provides a breakdown of categories by first choice, second choice, and third choice and compares 
responses across survey cohorts. Please note, however, that the survey instrument did not ask students to 
specifically rate the most significant factors to their housing decision first, second and third and therefore the 
way in which the data is presented and analysed should be viewed as purely descriptive and not relied upon as 
an accurate depiction of the respondent’s indication of degree of importance. 
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Fees 
Not surprisingly, when students were asked to state their willingness to pay for on campus 
housing, most (40% of the respondents to this question) stated that they were willing to 
pay $350 - $400. Another 26% stated that they were willing to pay $401 - $450. 

Table 17: If living on-campus at UCFV, rent willing to pay per month for room 
fees29, 30

$350-
$400

$401-
$450

$451-
$500

$501-
$550

$551-
$600

$601-
$650

$651-
$700

$701-
$750

$751-
$800

CURRENT Yes 35 22 12 8 2 5 2 2 88
New APPS 16 9 9 5 0 2 1 42

Total 51 31 21 13 2 7 1 2 2 130
CURRENT Maybe 50 43 21 11 7 7 0 0 139
New APPS 41 17 9 10 1 6 1 85

Total 91 60 30 21 8 13 1 0 0 224

142 91 51 34 10 20 2 2 2 354

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Grand Total 

Total
Rent willing to pay per month for room fees

 
 

Students may or may not be aware of the actual costs of living in general and it is natural that 
they will choose the lowest payment for rent that is offered them if given a choice. In light of 
this, the next section looks at housing options for students in the Abbotsford district near the 
Abbotsford campus of UCFV, using the website www.myidealhome.com , and compares 
residential housing on the Abbotsford campus with off-campus housing. A summary table of 
estimated costs for a student per semester also supplements the housing information to provide 
some indication of the costs undergraduate students may expect during their academic year.  

 

                                                 
29 Room fees include: rent, utilities, basic cable, local calls and internet connections. 
30 The category “More than $800” was not included in this table and there were no responses for this indicator. 

http://www.myidealhome.com/
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Housing Market Summary 
The Abbotsford campus of the University College of the Fraser Valley is situated on the 
south side of Abbotsford, bordering rural land to the south and east while adjacent to 
residential and commercial properties from the north and west. Given the relative seclusion 
of the Abbotsford campus from more highly populated residential areas, for many students 
who are seeking residences, this may mean that either one or both of the most important 
factors to their housing decision, cost and proximity to campus, as well as other areas of 
importance, may be compromised due to the lack of choice.  

To gain some perspective on residential options for UCFV students that will require renting 
or boarding accommodations within the UCFV Abbotsford campus region during the 
academic year, a brief investigation of housing availability was undertaken.  

A general overview of off-campus accommodations available to students was obtained using 
the website www.myidealhome.com 31,32. A variety of housing alternatives were found in this 
site including opportunities to live in shared accommodations with a roommate, suites in a 
house, apartments, room, and room and board rentals33. Table 18 highlights these options 
providing the rental ranges for each category, the kilometre ranges of specific 
accommodations from the Abbotsford campus of UCFV34, as well as other features that are 
comparable with the UCFV residences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
31 “My Ideal Home Rentals” - offered to students through the “Prospective Students” link on the UCFV website 
to perform their own investigation for housing. 
32 Please note that there may be many more accommodations available to UCFV students in the Abbotsford 
district. Only those landlords or individuals seeking roommates that submitted their rental information to 
www.myidealhome.com  were included in this brief housing market summary. 
33 It should be noted that in this network housing website, the “Distance to University/College” was not always 
accurate; therefore, for the purposes of this report, the average actual distance from the UCFV Abbotsford 
campus will be recorded in the accompanying summary table of off-campus housing (Table 18).  
34 As the distances estimated in the submissions to www.myidealhome.com were often inaccurate, kilometres 
from the Abbotsford campus of UCFV to the residence in question in Table 18 was calculated using 
http://www.mapquest.com/directions/main.adp?bCTsettings=1
 

http://www.myidealhome.com/
http://www.myidealhome.com/
http://www.myidealhome.com/
http://www.mapquest.com/directions/main.adp?bCTsettings=1
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Table 18: UCFV Abbotsford Campus Local  Accommodations***

# of 
Submissions 
for housing 

category

Rent 
(Range)

Kms from 
UCFV 

(Range)

Person's 
per rental 
housing 

unit

Bedroom's 
per housing 

unit 
Bathroom's Utilities Internet 

Connection
Cable (for 

TV) Furnished Laundry 
Facility

Shared/Roommate - House 3 $350 - $400 3.2 - 4.1 unknown 5 2 Y Y Y Y Y

Shared/Roommate - Townhouse 2 $325 - $450 3.3  - 10.0 2 2 2 Partial Y Y Y   Y

Shared/Roommate - Basement Suite 2 $325 0.7 - 3.7 2 unknown 1 Y N Y N   N

Shared/Roommate - Room 1 $400 0.7 unknown
Private 

Bedroom
Private 

Bathroom Y
Internet 
Ready Y Y Y

Room 2 $400 4.8 - 5.1 1 1 1 Y
1 (Internet 

Ready), 1 (N) 1(Y), 1(N) N Y

Room & Board 4 $400 - $650 2.1 - 9.8 1
Private 

Bedroom

Shared 
Bathroom 
(except 1*) Y

Internet 
Ready

Y (except 
1**) Y Y

Suite in House 2 $450 - $475 5.2 - 7.7 1 1 1 1(Y), 1(N) N Y N N

Apartment Unit/Condo 5 $595 - $1100 0.3 - 6.5 1 - 2 1 - 2 1 - 2 N & Partial Y N
N (except 

1****) Y

UCFV Residences N/A $525 0 2 2 2 Y Y Y
Y (not 

including 
TV)

Y

* Unit priced $650 has private bathroom
** Unit priced $650 has no cable television 

*** Listed June 2006

**** Unit priced $825 is furnished  
 
 
 



 

As Table 18 shows, 35 various housing rental options range from $325 to $1100, and distance 
from the Abbotsford campus of UCFV ranges from 0.3 kilometres to 10 kilometres away. 
While these residential opportunities for students appear reasonable, especially at the lower 
end of the ranges, there are a number of combinations of features that may or may not be 
included in the price. For instance, although a shared townhouse rental has one bedroom and 
one washroom per tenant with a rent of $450 per person, this dwelling place is 10 kilometres 
from the Abbotsford campus of UCFV and the utilities are only partially included which may 
increase the monthly housing cost considerably for a student.  

Moreover, those housing options that are Room or Room and Board that have most features 
included do not indicate how many other tenants are/will be living in the residence. Privacy 
and a quiet atmosphere to study as well as a comfortable living space could become an issue, 
which were not only cited as being among the top ten most important factors affecting a 
housing decision for respondents of the UCFV Student Residence Surveys, but also has been 
recognized in other comparable studies of housing attributes that are significant to students 
(Anderson Strickler, LLC, July 2005, p.28; Anderson Strickler, LLC, April 2005, p.10).  

Room or Room and Board may also have the owner living in the residence. Given this, it can 
be assumed that there will be expectations of conduct within the household that students will 
have to abide. Rules and regulations within a personally owned home could be more 
intrusive in a student’s personal lifestyle than if they rented or leased their own private, 
separate dwelling place such as an apartment, student residential apartment or townhouse.  

The following section examines the approximate costs that a student with a full course load 
would pay per term for both school and living expenses.  

 

School Costs & Living Expenses 
We did not ask respondents to provide their source of income during the academic year 
therefore we cannot determine a relationship between student’s preferred housing costs and 
their source of income while attending school at UCFV36. However, by highlighting the 
approximate school expenses for full-time UCFV students as well as the estimated cost of 
living for students during the school year, a sense of what students will expect to pay out 
during the school year is determined. Moreover, by determining both academic and living 
expenses, a comparison can be seen between what student’s expenses will be if living on-
campus at UCFV with off-campus expenses. 

Estimated school costs and living expenses were drawn on from the website of the UCFV 
Financial Aid Department and modified for the purposes of this report. Table 19 provides an 
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35 Rental options provided by “Off Campus Housing 101(www.myidealhome.com )” was filtered for Abbotsford 
residences only and included most accommodation options (with the exception of “Mobile Home” and 
“Duplex”) and all prices ranges. 
36  Assuming that students in UCFV housing will be enrolled in full-time studies. 
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http://www.myidealhome.com/
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estimation of the minimal costs a student with a full-course load37 will expect to pay in 
school costs for one term. 

Table 19: Student Tuition and Fees per Term and per Academic Year 

Fees Per Credit 

Fee Type Credit 

Courses numbered 100-400 

Tuition $112.10 

Ancillary Fee $11.21 

Total $123.31 

3 credit course $369.93 

4 credit course $493.24 

Per Term: Full Course Load (5 
x 3 credit courses) 

$1849.65 

Per Academic Year: Full 
Course Load per Term 3699.30 

Fees per term (except SUS Dental and Health 
Plan) 

Student Union Society Fee $25.00 

Cascade Newspaper Fee $4.50 

SUS Radio Station Fee: $3.00 

SUS Health and Dental Plan 
(for students who are 

registered in 9 or more 
credits in the Fall term only) 

$199.92 

Books & Supplies 
(approximation per term) $500 

Grand Total Per Academic 
Year: Full Course Load for 2 
terms 

4964.22 

 

                                                

 

 
37 The term “full course load” denotes a student taking five courses in one term. To generate one full-time 
student FTE, a student would have to take five courses per term, ten in one academic year, and given this course 
load they would expect to graduate within four years for a degree program and two years for the average 
diploma or AA program.  
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For a student who is taking a full course load per term for two terms, including all fees, 
books and supplies, the expected cost will be approximately $4964 per academic year.  

Projected living expenses for a student per academic year were also calculated by the 
Financial Aid Department of UCFV, as is shown in Table 2038. 

Table 20: Student Living Expenses per Academic Year39

LIVING EXPENSES MONTHLY 8 MONTH TOTAL 

Rent (shared 
accommodation) 

$350 - $500 $2,800 - 4,000 

Food (per person) $250 - $300  
 

$2000 - $2,400 

Utilities (phone, cable, hydro, 
heat) 

$130 - $200 $1,040 - $1,600 

Transportation 
Bus 
Car (Gas/Insurance) 

 
$ 34 
$350 

 
$ 272 
$2,800 

Miscellaneous (clothing, 
 laundry, entertainment)  

$200 $1,600 

TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES 
Using bus transportation 
Using car transportation 

 
$964 - $1,234 
$1,280 - $1,550 

 
$7,712 - $9,872 
$10,240 - $12,400 

 

                                                

 
Clearly this estimation of living expenses provides the minimal expenses a student should 
expect to pay per month. The miscellaneous category, alone, gives a student little room for an 
extracurricular life. Moreover, students will need to factor in personal budget modifications 
and other costs that are not included in the student budget,40 as follows: 

Personal Budget Adjustments 
 Extended medical or dental expenses that are not covered by insurance; 

 Travel to and from home of origin (i.e. out of region/province/country); 

 Membership to academic, career or extracurricular organizations; 

 School related trips; 

 
38 Note: both the Food and Car estimated costs have been modified from the original table provided by the 
UCFV Financial Aid department.  
39 Cost of food was calculated assuming that a student pays, on average, $8 - $10 per day for food in a 31 day, 
month. The cost for owning and operating a car per month was calculated assuming that insurance would be 
approximately $130 and gas, at its current rate, would be roughly $220 per month. These estimations do not 
factor in money required for repairs or maintenance or the amount of travel a student will undertake in one 
month. 
40 President and Fellows of Harvard College (2005). Last Updated February 14, 2006.  
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 Prior debt (credit cards, loans); 

 Car maintenance and repair. 

Therefore, a student with a full course load, attending UCFV for two full terms during 
an academic year, can expect to pay for school and living expenses, at a minimum, 
anywhere between $12,676 - $14, 836 using bus transportation and $15,204 - $17, 364 
using car transportation (see Table 21). 

Table 21: UCFV Non-Resident Student Expected Expenses per Academic Year 

Total School Expenses   
Per Academic Year: Full 
Course Load for 2 terms 

$4964.22 

Total Living Expenses 
Using bus transportation 
Using car transportation 

$7,712 - $9,872 
$10,240 - $12,400 

TOTAL EXPENSES* 
Using bus transportation 
Using car transportation 

$12,676.22 – $14,836.22 
$15,204.22 - $17,364.22 

 

                                                

 
UCFV Student Housing Costs & Budget 

Total expenses for students living on campus at UCFV will vary somewhat from the total 
estimated costs of students in general. Table 22 provides a brief synopsis of what students 
living on campus at UCFV can expect to pay out monthly and over two terms during an 
academic year.41  

Table 22: Estimated Living Expenses per Student in Residence at UCFV 

 
41 Please see Footnote #39 for the reasoning behind the calculations for food and car expenses. 
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LIVING EXPENSES MONTHLY 8 MONTH TOTAL 

Rent (2 persons sharing one 
apartment: 2 bedrooms, one 
bathroom) 

$525 $4,200 

Food (Meal Plan and other 
meals – per person) 

$250 - $300 
 

$2,000 - $2,400 

Utilities (phone, cable, hydro, 
heat) 

Included in rent Included in rent 

Transportation 
Bus 
Car (Gas/Insurance) 

 
$ 34 
$350 

 
$ 272 
$2,800 

Miscellaneous (clothing, 
 laundry, entertainment)  

$200 $1,600 

TOTAL LIVING EXPENSES 
No transportation 

Using bus transportation 
Using car transportation 

 
$975 - $1,025 

$1,009 - $1,059  
$1,225 - $1,275  

 
$7,800 - $8,200 

$8,072 - $8,472  
$9,800 - $10,200 

  
Overall, students living in residence at UCFV will have expenses that run from $12,764.22 – 
$13,164.22 if they will not require any mode of transportation, $13,036.22 - $13,436.22 if 
they use the bus for transportation purposes, and $14,764.22 - $15,164.22 if they choose to 
own and operate a vehicle (see Table 23)42. 

Table 23: Overall Expenses for Students in Residence at UCFV 

                                                 
42 Please note, estimations for food in Table 22 and in the total calculation in Table 23, regarding students who 
will be living on campus at UCFV, are based upon the same estimations for food expenses for non-resident 
students. Until such time as the UCFV Residences Governance Committee has come to a decision on issues 
regarding student meal plans; specifically, the cost of a meal plan per month per student and whether or not they 
will be compulsory to students living in residence, the actual cost of food cannot be included in the total 
expenses for a student choosing to live on campus at UCFV.   
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Total School Expenses   
Per Academic Year: Full 
Course Load for 2 terms 

$4,964.22 

Total Living Expenses 

No transportation 
Using bus transportation 
Using car transportation 

$7,800 - $8,200 
$8,072 - $8,472           
$9,800 - $10,200 

TOTAL EXPENSES* 

No transportation 
Using bus transportation 
Using car transportation 

$12,764.22 – $13,164.22 
$13,036.22 - $13,436.22   
$14,764.22 - $15,164.22 

  

UCFV Resident and Non-Resident Expenses Comparison 
After analyzing the expenses of resident and non-resident students separately, utilizing the 
same estimated costs for food, bus, car and miscellaneous expenditures, a comparison was 
rendered to determine the differences between financial costs for the two residential 
experiences. 43

As shown in Table 24, students of residence at UCFV will have the benefit of not requiring 
transportation if they choose not to. Of course, they may want to travel off-campus for 
extracurricular activities. In this case, a monthly bus pass would not be necessary as the 
expense of paying for transportation could be included in their miscellaneous fund. 
Furthermore, we are also assuming that all non-resident students will have to pay for some 
form of transportation. While some students living off campus may reside within walking 
distance to the Abbotsford campus of UCFV, data clearly indicates that the majority do not 
and therefore will require some form of transportation to travel to UCFV.  

 

Table 24: Comparison of Total Expenses of Students in Residence with Non-
Residents at UCFV Over Eight Months (2 Terms) 

                                                 
43 The cost of utilities was not included in Table 22 and 23 for students living in residence as that fee is included 
in the price of the rent. Whether or not off-campus housing includes the utilities in the rent cannot be 
determined absolutely therefore, the cost of utilities is included in the breakdown of costs for non-resident 
students (Table 20 and 21) to provide some sense of what is typical to pay for these services. Moreover, is was 
decided that non-resident students would be paying approximately $350 to $500 for rent each month and so 
there will be a little leverage in their overall totals depending on whether the higher or lower rent is assumed. 
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Based on the estimates provided in Table 24, a student in residence can expect to pay, on 
average, $500 less than a non-resident student of UCFV who uses the bus for 
transportation. For those students who choose to own and operate a vehicle, it is 
estimated that those living in residence at UCFV will pay approximately $1300 less in 
total expenses than students who live off campus.  

While this information is not absolute given its reliance upon a number of assumptions and 
factors, nonetheless these estimations provide an indication that, on average, living in 
residence can reduce costs. 

 



 

Conclusion 
The surveys utilized for this study were designed to grasp the level of demand for student housing on 
the Abbotsford campus of UCFV in conjunction with identifying factors that may influence a 
student’s housing decision. Moreover, given that operational decision-making is in the final stages, 
specific preferences of students in regards to student housing was also sought.  

The results of this study prove useful, despite the fact that the overall response rate is low. A majority 
of current and prospective students who participated in the surveys indicate interest in on-campus 
housing and through discrete and open-ended responses, insight is offered into preferences for 
residential living. 

Furthermore, consistent with earlier studies, our data concurs that cost and proximity to campus plays 
a significant role in current and prospective student’s housing decisions. Being privy to the 
importance of these factors enables planners to provide timely and useful information to all 
stakeholders as to the resources that are available to them in these respects.  

Extensive research reveals that the benefits of residential living on campus are invaluable to the social 
and academic experience of students. Therefore, to assist planners in creating a post-secondary 
educational experience of excellence for students, based on information gleaned from this study, we 
offer the following insights and recommendations:  

 While most students who are interested in living on campus indicate that they would 
prefer Co-ed but individual living units that are single gender, planners need to be 
aware of other variables related to the roommate selection process such as 
student preference for socialization and study time and noise sensitivity, 
personality traits and individual preferences, flexibility of roommate exchange and 
the provision of mediation and conflict resolution.  

 Survey data indicates that the majority of students who are interested or might be 
interested in living on campus would like to have the option of a meal plan and prefer 
the Pay per meal with a prepaid balance debt card option. Despite this, anecdotal 
information gathered from other institutional sources reveals that the mandatory meal 
plan option with few other options to students is a source of frustration for many students. 
Therefore, planners should take into consideration the successes and pitfalls of 
other institutions that have undergone and are continuing to evolve in this service 
for students of residence. 

 Prospective students of residence at UCFV are interested in having an in-room phone 
and communication and media devices included in their rent. Current and 
prospective students may or may not be aware of the costs of such services. In light of 
this, a detailed breakdown of the costs of such utilities should be offered to 
students to provide an understanding of the cost-benefit ratio comparison of 
housing rates with services provided. 

 Both new applicant and current student respondents agree that cost and proximity to 
school are the two most important factors that affect their housing decision. 

 Information regarding the cost of housing in the Abbotsford area as well as the 
average school and living expenses a student of UCFV can expect to pay during 
the academic year needs to be made available to current and prospective students. 
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 Further research: 

o an intake survey, on the day of arrival of all students residing in student housing, 
that elicits student preferences and expectations for their residential experience for 
the coming academic year; 

o a wrap-up survey, at the end of the academic year, that elicits student’s opinions of 
their experiences living in residence and suggestions regarding this service for the 
future. 
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Introduction 
 
Currently, the University College of the Fraser Valley is planning for student residences on the 
Abbotsford campus. We need your help to create this plan. Specifically, we want to determine 
your views, preferences and requirements for on-campus housing. 

Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey. The questions should take about 10 minutes to 
answer. Please be assured your privacy will be fully protected and all your responses will remain 
confidential. Also, this survey is voluntary, and you can choose not to answer a question or stop 
at any point. We are only interested in your opinions, so there are no right or wrong answers. 
Your informed consent is given by completing and submitting your survey to UCFV. 

As an incentive for participating in this survey UCFV is offering 6 cash draw prizes comprised 
of three $50 prizes, two $100 prizes, and one $150 prize. Winners will receive their prize in the 
form of a cheque issued from UCFV.  If you wish to be entered into the draw, please fill out a 
draw prize ticket, located in your questionnaire package envelope, and return it with your 
completed questionnaire by the survey deadline return date of April 18, 2006 (envelopes 
postmarked this date are included). You will only be contacted if your name is drawn. Your name 
will not be linked to your responses to any of the other questions. 

If you have any questions about this survey, please contact Dale Box, Director of Institutional 
Research and Planning by email at: Dale.Box@ucfv.ca

Thank you for your time and sharing your preferences and requirements for student housing! 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION 
1. Please use a dark blue or black pen only to fill out this survey. 
2. Use a dark blue or black pen to fill in the bubble that corresponds to your response. DO NOT 

CIRCLE OR TICK the response. EXAMPLE:    ● 
3. If you make an error and fill in the wrong bubble, please put an X through the error and fill in the 

most appropriate response. 
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Student Residence at UCFV Questionnaire 
New Applicants 

 
A. About You 

1. What is your gender? 

Female  Male  

2. What is your age as of today? 

20 and 
under 21 - 24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-54 55 and  

over 

       

3. Please indicate the community of your residence:  (Please select one answer) 

Abbotsford  
Chilliwack/ Agassiz/ Harrison  
Mission  
Hope  
Langley/Aldergrove  
Surrey  
Maple Ridge/Port Coquitlam  
Other  (Please 
specify:__________________)  

4. Please select the one response that best fits your status in the UCFV admissions process: 
(Please select one answer) 

 Notified of acceptance for admission and planning to enrol at UCFV 
 Notified of acceptance for admission but planning to enrol at another university 
 Notified of acceptance for admission but undecided about enrolment plans 
 Notified of acceptance but no longer interested in UCFV 
 Not been notified of acceptance  
 Not been notified of acceptance but no longer interested in UCFV 
 Other (Please Specify):______________________________________________ 

 

 



 

5. How likely are you to enrol at UCFV within the next year?  (Please select one answer) 

 Extremely likely 
 Somewhat likely 
 Not very likely 

 Not at all likely (Please skip to 
the end of the survey) 

6. If applicable, please indicate your first choice of academic program or major at UCFV: 
________________________________________ 

B. Level of Interest in On-Campus Housing at UCFV 

7. Would the availability of on-campus student housing at UCFV increase your interest in 
enrolling at this university?  (Please select one answer) 

 Yes, it would greatly increase my interest in UCFV 

 Yes, it would somewhat increase my interest in UCFV 

 No, it is not very likely to increase my interest in UCFV 

 No, it would definitely not increase my interest in UCFV 

 Undecided 
8. If on-campus housing were available upon your enrolment at UCFV, would you be 

interested in living in an on-campus residence? (Please select one answer) 

Yes 
No 

(Please skip to the end 
of the survey) 

Maybe/Undecided 

   

9. Residences at UCFV will be co-ed facilities. How likely are you to decide to live in on-
campus residence if:  (Please select one offered response per row) 

 Very 
likely Likely 

Neither 
Likely nor 
Unlikely 

Unlikely Very 
Unlikely

a) there are gender specific floors 
(one floor males, one floor 
females) 

     

b) all floors are co-ed but 
individual living units (2 
bedrooms, 2 roommates) are single 
gender 

     

c) all floors are co-ed and students 
have the option of sharing a co-ed 
living unit (one male, one female) 

     

 
 

2



 

10. In considering living on campus for an academic year, please indicate the level of 
importance of the following factors in living in residence. (Please select one response per row) 

Amenities:  
Very 

unimportant Unimportant Important Very 
important Neutral 

a) Convenient laundry 
rooms      

b) Study lounges      
c) Weight or aerobics room      
d) Late night food spots      
e) Convenient parking      
f) Reserved parking spaces 
(even if it is expensive)      

g) Social/TV lounges      
h) Convenience store in the 
residence building      

i) Group meeting space      
j) Secure bicycle storage      
k) Dining hall with meal 
plan options (e.g. 7, 14, or 
21 meals per week) 

     

l) Dining hall with a pay 
per meal type of meal plan      

m) Cash Machine      
n) Building access control 
using ID cards      

Housing Programs 
and Services: 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

a) Availability of live-in 
staff members to provide 
service and 24-hour 
emergency assistance (e.g. 
advice on campus 
resources, assisting with 
lost keys, calling police or 
paramedics, etc.) 

     

b) In-residence academic 
advising      
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Housing Programs 
and Services: 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

c) Availability of programs 
to develop leadership skills      

d) Social and/or 
educational programs for 
residents 

     

e) A residential community 
governance (including 
programming for 
organization for residents) 

     

Communication 
Systems: 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

a) In-room internet 
connection      

b) In-room cable TV      
c) Wireless internet 
connection      

d) In-room telephone 
connection with voice mail      

e) Inclusion of internet, 
cable TV and local 
telephone service in rent 

     

11. Do you own a cell phone? 

Yes No  

  

12. Residences at UCFV will not contain full kitchens. In light of that information, if you are 
considering living on campus for an academic year, would you be interested in a meal 
plan? (Please select one answer) 

Yes 
No 

(Please skip to #14) 
Maybe/Undecided 
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13. If you are interested in a meal plan, please indicate your level of interest in the following 
meal plan options (Please select one response per row): 

Meal Plan 
Options: 

Very 
interested Interested 

Neither 
interested 

nor 
uninterested

Uninterested Very 
uninterested

a) 7 meals per week      
b) 14 meals per 
week      

c) 21 meals per 
week      

d) Pay per meal 
with a prepaid 
balance debit card 

     

e) Other – please specify: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Your Current Living Arrangement 

14. Which of the following statements most accurately describes your living situation during 
the academic year?    (Please select one answer) 

 Rent and live by myself 

 Rent and live with roommates &/or family 
members (parents &/or siblings) 

 Rent and live with my spouse and/or children 
 Own and live by myself 

 Own and live with roommates 

 Own and live with my spouse and/or children 

 Live with my parents and contribute towards 
my living expenses 

 Live with my parents and do not contribute 
towards my living expenses 

 Other 
 
15. In considering your decision of where to live this academic year while attending UCFV, 

please indicate the level of importance of the following factors in your decision. (Please 
select one offered response per row) 

 Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

a) Affordable rent      
b) Proximity to campus 
facilities and services      
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 Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

c) Proximity to academic 
resources      

d) Security      
e) Access to bus routes      
f) Ability to cook meals      
g) Ability to be on a meal 
plan      

h) Adequate living space      
i) Availability of parking      
j) Ability to meet other 
students      

k) Own bedroom      
l) Private bathroom within 
a unit      

m) Physical condition of 
the housing      

n) In-room internet 
connection      

o) Satisfy parents’ wishes      
p) Inclusion of utilities in 
rent      

q) Inclusion of cable in rent      
r) Ability to enter into an 
academic-year lease      

16. Please indicate your top three (3) most important factors in your decision of where to live 
this academic year while attending a post-secondary institution. 

a. ___________________________________________________________ 

b. ___________________________________________________________ 

c. ___________________________________________________________ 
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Student Residence Floor Plan 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

17. Above is the floor plan for a typical room in student housing at UCFV. If you indicated 
either “yes” or “maybe/undecided” that you would be interested in living in on-campus 
housing while attending school at UCFV, please indicate how much you would be willing 
to pay per month for room fees (fees include rent, utilities, basic cable, local calls and 
internet connections).  (Please select one offered response) 

 $350-
$400 

$401-
$450 

$451-
$500 

$501-
$550 

$551-
$600 

$601-
$650 

$651-
$700 

$701-
$750 

$751-
$800 

More 
than 
$800 

Shared living unit:  
2 room-mates, 2 
bedrooms, common 
living room area and 
shared  bathroom (430 
sq ft) 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.  

Please fill out the draw prize entry form provided in your survey package and return 
with the filled in survey in the postage-paid, self-addressed envelope if you would like 

to be entered into the draw. 
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Appendix 2 – Student Resident at UCFV 
Questionnaire– Current Students Survey Instrument 
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Introduction 

 
Currently, the University College of the Fraser Valley is planning for student residences on the 
Abbotsford campus. We need your help to create this plan. Specifically, we want to determine 
your views, preferences and requirements for on-campus housing. 

Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey. The questions should take about 10 minutes to 
answer. Please be assured your privacy will be fully protected and all your responses will remain 
confidential. Also, this survey is voluntary, and you can choose not to answer a question or stop 
at any point. We are only interested in your opinions, so there are no right or wrong answers. 

As an incentive for participating in this survey UCFV is offering 6 cash draw prizes comprised 
of three $50 prizes, two $100 prizes, and one $150 prize. Winners will receive their prize in the 
form of a cheque issued from UCFV.  If you wish to be entered into the draw, just click on the 
link located at the end of this survey and you will be connected to a different site which will ask 
you to provide your contact information. You will only be contacted if your name is drawn. Your 
name will not be linked to your responses to any of the other questions. We only ask that you 
respond by the survey deadline of April 10, 2006 at 11:59 p.m.  

If you have any questions about this survey, please contact Dale Box, Director of Institutional 
Research and Planning by email at: Dale.Box@ucfv.ca or Lisa Gojsic, Institutional Research and 
Planning by email at Lisa.Gojsic@ucfv.ca

Thank you for your time and sharing your preferences and requirements for student housing! 
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Student Residence at UCFV Questionnaire 
Current Students  

 
A. About You 

2. What is your gender? 

Female  Male  

3. What is your age as of today? 

20 and 
under 21 - 24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-54 55 and 

over 

       

4. Please indicate the community of your residence:  (Choose only one) 

Abbotsford  
Chilliwack/ Agassiz/ Harrison  
Mission  
Hope  
Langley/Aldergrove  
Surrey  
Maple Ridge/Port Coquitlam  
Other  (Please 
specify:__________________)  

 

5. Please indicate your progress status. Including the courses that you are currently taking this 
semester, approximately how many credits have you completed?  (Choose only one) 

Less than 13 credits  
13 to 24 credits  
25 to 36 credits  
37 to 60 credits  
61 to 80 credits  
Greater than 80 credits  

 

 



 
 

6. What credential are you working towards? (Choose only one) 
 

 Certificate 
 Diploma 
 Associate Degree 
 Bachelors Degree 

 Other, please 
specify:__________________________________________ 

7. What program are you currently in? 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

B. Level of Interest in On-Campus Housing at UCFV 

8. If on-campus housing were available at UCFV, would you be interested in living in an on-
campus residence? (Please select one answer) 

Yes No  
(Please skip to the end of the 

survey) 

Maybe/Undecided 

   

9. Residences at UCFV will be co-ed facilities. How likely are you to decide to live in on-campus 
residence if: (Please select one offered response per row) 

 Very 
likely Likely 

Neither 
Likely nor 
Unlikely 

Unlikely Very 
Unlikely

a) there are gender specific floors 
(one floor males, one floor 
females) 

     

b) all floors are co-ed but 
individual living units (2 
bedrooms, 2 roommates) are single 
gender 

     

c) all floors are co-ed and students 
have the option of sharing a co-ed 
living unit (one male, one female) 
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10. In considering living on campus for an academic year, please indicate the level of importance 
of the following factors in living in residence. (Please select one offered response per row) 

Amenities:  
Very 

unimportant Unimportant Important Very 
important Neutral 

a) Convenient laundry 
rooms      

b) Study lounges      
c) Weight or aerobics room      
d) Late night food spots      
e) Convenient parking      
f) Reserved parking spaces 
(even if it is expensive)      

g) Social/TV lounges      
h) Convenience store in the 
residence building      

i) Group meeting space      
j) Secure bicycle storage      
k) Dining hall with meal 
plan options (e.g. 7, 14, or 
21 meals per week) 

     

l) Dining hall with a pay 
per meal type of meal plan      

m) Cash Machine      
n) Building access control 
using ID cards      

Housing Programs 
and Services: 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

a) Live-in staff members to 
provide service and 24-
hour emergency assistance 
(e.g. advice on campus 
resources, assisting with 
lost keys, calling police or 
paramedics, etc.) 

     

b) In-residence academic 
advising 
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Housing Programs 
and Services: 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

c) Availability of programs 
to develop leadership skills      

d) Social and/or 
educational programs for 
residents 

     

e) A residential community 
governance (including 
programming for 
organization for residents) 

     

Communication 
Systems: 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

a) In-room internet 
connection      

b) In-room cable TV      
c) Wireless internet 
connection      

d) In-room telephone 
connection with voice mail      

e) Inclusion of internet, 
cable TV and local 
telephone service in rent 

     

11. Do you own a cell phone? 

Yes No  

  

12. Residences at UCFV will not contain full kitchens. In light of that information, if you are 
considering living on campus for an academic year, would you be interested in a meal plan? 
(Please select one answer) 

Yes 
No 

(Please skip to #13) 
Maybe/Undecided 
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13. If you are interested in a meal plan, please indicate your level of interest in the following meal 
plan options (Please select one response per row): 

Meal Plan 
Options: 

Very 
interested Interested 

Neither 
interested 

nor 
uninterested

Uninterested Very 
uninterested

a) 7 meals per week      
b) 14 meals per 
week      

c) 21 meals per 
week      

d) Pay per meal 
with a prepaid 
balance debit card 

     

e) Other – please specify: 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

C. Your Current Living Arrangement 

14. Which of the following statements most accurately describes your living situation during the 
academic year?    (Please select one answer) 

 Rent and live by myself 

 Rent and live with roommates &/or family 
members (parents &/or siblings) 

 Rent and live with my spouse and/or children 
 Own and live by myself 

 Own and live with roommates 

 Own and live with my spouse and/or children 

 Live with my parents and contribute towards 
my living expenses 

 Live with my parents and do not contribute 
towards my living expenses 

 Other 
 
15. In considering your decision of where to live this academic year while attending UCFV, please 

indicate the level of importance of the following factors in your decision. (Please select one 
offered response per row) 

 Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

a) Affordable rent      
b) Proximity to campus 
facilities and services      
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 Very 
unimportant Unimportant Important Very 

important Neutral 

c) Proximity to academic 
resources      

d) Security      
e) Access to bus routes      
f) Ability to cook meals      
g) Ability to be on a meal 
plan      

h) Adequate living space      
i) Availability of parking      
j) Ability to meet other 
students      

k) Own bedroom      
l) Private bathroom within 
a unit      

m) Physical condition of 
the housing      

n) In-room internet 
connection      

o) Satisfy parents’ wishes      
p) Inclusion of utilities in 
rent      

q) Inclusion of cable in rent      
r) Ability to enter into an 
academic-year lease      

16. Please indicate your top three (3) most important factors in your decision of where to live this 
academic year while attending a post-secondary institution. 

a. ___________________________________________________________ 

b. ___________________________________________________________ 

c. ___________________________________________________________ 
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Student Residence Floor Plan 
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17. Above is the floor plan for a typical room in student housing at UCFV. If you indicated either 
“yes” or “maybe/undecided” that you would be interested in living in on-campus housing 
while attending school at UCFV, please indicate how much you would be willing to pay per 
month for room fees (fees include rent, utilities, basic cable, local calls and internet 
connections).  (Please select one offered response) 

 $350-
$400 

$401-
$450 

$451-
$500 

$501-
$550 

$551-
$600 

$601-
$650 

$651-
$700 

$701-
$750 

$751-
$800 

More 
than 
$800 

Shared living unit:  
2 room-mates, 2 
bedrooms, common 
living room area and 
shared  bathroom (430 
sq ft) 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.  

 
To enter your name for a chance to win a draw prize, please click on the link provided 

below:

 
 

8



 
 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 3 – Student Resident at UCFV Questionnaire– 
Parents of New Applicants Survey Instrument 
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Introduction 

 
Currently, the University College of the Fraser Valley is planning for student residences on the 
Abbotsford campus. We need your help to create this plan. Specifically, we want to determine 
your views, preferences and requirements for on-campus housing. 

Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey. The questions should take approximately 5 to 10 
minutes to answer. Please be assured your privacy will be fully protected and all your responses 
will remain confidential. Also, this survey is voluntary, and you can choose not to answer a 
question or stop at any point. We are only interested in your opinions, so there are no right or 
wrong answers. Your informed consent is given by completing and submitting your survey to 
UCFV. 

As an incentive for participating in this survey UCFV is offering 6 cash draw prizes comprised 
of three $50 prizes, two $100 prizes, and one $150 prize. Winners will receive their prize in the 
form of a cheque issued from UCFV.  If you wish to be entered into the draw, please fill out a 
draw prize ticket, located in your questionnaire package envelope, and return it with your 
completed questionnaire by the survey deadline return date of April 10, 2006. You will only be 
contacted if your name is drawn. Your name will not be linked to your responses to any of the 
other questions. 

If you have any questions about this survey, please contact Dale Box, Director of Institutional 
Research and Planning by email at: Dale.Box@ucfv.ca

Thank you for your time and sharing your preferences and requirements for student housing! 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION 
4. Please use a dark blue or black pen only to fill out this survey. 
5. Use a dark blue or black pen to fill in the bubble that corresponds to your response. DO NOT 

CIRCLE OR TICK the response. EXAMPLE:    ● 
6. If you make an error and fill in the wrong bubble, please put an X through the error and fill in the 

most appropriate response. 
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Student Residence at UCFV Questionnaire 
Parents of New Applicants 

 
A. Demographic Information 

1. Please indicate your family position: 

Mother / Female Caregiver  
Father / Male Caregiver  

2. Is your child, who has recently applied to UCFV, a male or a female? 

Female  
Male  

3. Please indicate the community of your residence:  (Please select one answer) 

Abbotsford  
Chilliwack/ Agassiz/ Harrison  
Mission  
Hope  
Langley/Aldergrove  
Surrey  
Maple Ridge/Port Coquitlam  
Other  (Please 
specify:__________________)  

4. If known, please select the one response that best fits your child’s status in the UCFV 
admissions process: (Please select one answer) 

 Notified of acceptance for admission and planning to enrol at UCFV 
 Notified of acceptance for admission but planning to enrol at another university 
 Notified of acceptance for admission but undecided about enrolment plans 
 Notified of acceptance but no longer interested in UCFV 
 Not been notified of acceptance  
 Not been notified of acceptance but no longer interested in UCFV 
 Other (Please Specify):______________________________________________ 
 Not known 

 



 
 

5. If known, how likely is your child to enrol at UCFV within the next year? (Please select one 
answer) 

 Extremely likely 

 Somewhat likely 

 Not very likely 

 Not at all likely (Please skip to 
the end of the survey) 

 Not known 

B. Level of Interest in On-Campus Housing at UCFV 

6. If on-campus housing were available upon your child’s enrolment at UCFV, would you be 
interested in your child living in an on-campus residence? (Please select one answer) 

Yes 
No 

(Please skip to the end 
of the survey) 

Maybe/Undecided 

   

7. Residences at UCFV will be co-ed facilities. How likely would this influence your opinion of 
your child living in on-campus residence if:  (Please select one offered response per row) 

 Very 
likely Likely 

Neither 
Likely nor 
Unlikely 

Unlikely Very 
Unlikely

a) there are gender specific floors 
(one floor males, one floor 
females) 

     

b) all floors are co-ed but 
individual living units (2 
bedrooms, 2 roommates) are single 
gender 

     

c) all floors are co-ed and students 
have the option of sharing a co-ed 
living unit (one male, one female) 

     

8. Residences at UCFV will not contain full kitchens. In light of this information, if your child is 
considering living on campus for an academic year, do you think he or she would be 
interested in a meal plan? (Please select one answer) 

Yes 
No 

(Please skip to #10) 
Maybe/Undecided 

   

 2



 
 

   

9. If you think your child would be interested in a meal plan, please indicate how interested your 
child might be in the following meal plan options (Please select one response per row): 

Meal Plan 
Options: 

Very 
interested Interested 

Neither 
interested 

nor 
uninterested 

Uninterested Very 
uninterested 

a) 7 meals per 
week      

b) 14 meals per 
week      

c) 21 meals per 
week      

d) Pay per meal 
with a prepaid 
balance debit 
card 

     

e) Other – please specify: 
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Student Residence Floor Plan 
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10. Above is the floor plan for a typical room in student housing at UCFV. If you indicated either 
“yes” or “maybe/undecided” that you would be interested in your child living in on-campus 
housing while attending school at UCFV, please indicate how much you think you or they 
would be willing to pay per month for room fees (fees include rent, utilities, basic cable, local 
calls and internet connections).  (Please select one offered response) 

 $350-
$400 

$401-
$450 

$451-
$500 

$501-
$550 

$551-
$600 

$601-
$650 

$651-
$700 

$701-
$750 

$751-
$800 

More 
than 
$800 

Shared living unit:  
2 room-mates, 2 
bedrooms, common 
living room area and 
shared  bathroom (430 
sq ft) 

          

11. Additional Comments 

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
___________________________________________ 

 

 

Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey.  

Please fill out the draw prize entry form provided in your survey package and return with the 
filled-in survey in the postage-paid, self-addressed envelope if you would like to be entered into 

the draw. 
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Appendix 4 – New Applicants & Current Students - 
Important Factors for Living Space While Attending School 
 
If living on-campus at UCFV, interest in 14 meals per week 

Very 
uninterested Uninterested

Neither 
interested nor 
uninterested

Interested Very 
interested

CURRENT Yes 8 8 15 27 21 79
New APPS 2 4 13 13 8 40

Total 10 12 28 40 29 119 58%
CURRENT Maybe 6 13 34 53 19 125
New APPS 1 8 17 32 18 76

Total 7 21 51 85 37 201
17 33 79 125 66 320 60%

Overall  % of 
Response 
per Option

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Interest in 14 meals per week

Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of affordable rent 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 5 0 1 9 73 88
New APPS 1 1 1 4 37 44

Total 6 1 2 13 110 132

CURRENT Maybe 3 0 1 19 116 139
New APPS 6 0 1 12 68 87

Total 9 0 2 31 184 226

15 1 4 44 294 358

Importance of - Affordable rent
Survey

Grand Total 

Interest in 
Housing Total

 
 

In deciding where to live, importance of proximity to campus facilities and 
services 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 5 5 2 33 42 87
New APPS 0 1 1 12 30 44

Total 5 6 3 45 72 131
CURRENT Maybe 3 6 3 56 72 140
New APPS 5 2 5 33 41 86

Total 8 8 8 89 113 226
13 14 11 134 185 357

Total

Grand Total 

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Proximity to campus facilities & services
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In deciding where to live, importance of proximity to academic resources 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 5 5 2 33 42 87
New APPS 0 2 2 21 19 44

Total 5 7 4 54 61 131
CURRENT Maybe 3 6 3 56 72 140
New APPS 2 4 9 39 32 86

Total 5 10 12 95 104 226
10 17 16 149 165 357

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Proximity to academic resources
Total

Grand Total  
 
In deciding where to live, importance of security 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 4 8 3 23 49 87
New APPS 1 3 0 12 28 44

Total 5 11 3 35 77 131
CURRENT Maybe 3 6 6 57 67 139
New APPS 2 2 5 27 51 87

Total 5 8 11 84 118 226
10 19 14 119 195 357

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Security
Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of access to bus routes 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 11 22 12 21 22 88
New APPS 1 10 2 11 19 43

Total 12 32 14 32 41 131
CURRENT Maybe 24 47 24 26 19 140
New APPS 4 17 7 38 18 84

Total 28 64 31 64 37 224
40 96 45 96 78 355

Total

Grand Total 

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Access to bus routes
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In deciding where to live, importance of ability to cook meals 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 2 9 3 37 37 88
New APPS 2 2 4 20 16 44

Total 4 11 7 57 53 132
CURRENT Maybe 2 13 6 64 55 140
New APPS 1 4 10 44 25 84

Total 3 17 16 108 80 224
7 28 23 165 133 356

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Ability to cook meals
Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of ability to be on a meal plan 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 9 12 8 36 22 87
New APPS 1 9 10 14 10 44

Total 10 21 18 50 32 131
CURRENT Maybe 16 31 28 53 12 140
New APPS 1 21 14 39 8 83

Total 17 52 42 92 20 223
27 73 60 142 52 354

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Ability to be on a meal plan
Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of adequate living space 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 2 7 2 30 45 86
New APPS 0 3 0 20 20 43

Total 2 10 2 50 65 129
CURRENT Maybe 2 5 5 59 69 140
New APPS 2 2 3 52 26 85

Total 4 7 8 111 95 225
6 17 10 161 160 354

Total

Grand Total 

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Adequate living space

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Office of Institutional Research and Planning 

In deciding where to live, importance of availability of parking 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 2 7 2 30 45 86
New APPS 2 6 4 16 16 44

Total 4 13 6 46 61 130
CURRENT Maybe 2 5 5 59 69 140
New APPS 1 6 11 42 26 86

Total 3 11 16 101 95 226
7 24 22 147 156 356Grand Total 

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Availability of parking
Total

 
 

In deciding where to live, importance of ability to meet other students 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 6 17 4 27 34 88
New APPS 1 0 2 25 16 44

Total 7 17 6 52 50 132
CURRENT Maybe 7 20 20 57 36 140
New APPS 1 9 11 40 24 85

Total 8 29 31 97 60 225
15 46 37 149 110 357

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Ability to meet other students
Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of own bedroom 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 6 2 8 21 50 87
New APPS 0 2 3 10 29 44

Total 6 4 11 31 79 131
CURRENT Maybe 3 9 8 36 84 140
New APPS 1 11 7 32 34 85

Total 4 20 15 68 118 225
10 24 26 99 197 356

Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Own bedroom
Total

Grand Total 

Survey
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In deciding where to live, importance of private bathroom within a unit 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 5 10 6 29 38 88
New APPS 0 1 7 14 22 44

Total 5 11 13 43 60 132
CURRENT Maybe 4 6 14 43 73 140
New APPS 2 12 11 32 29 86

Total 6 18 25 75 102 226
11 29 38 118 162 358

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Private bathroom within a unit
Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of physical condition of the housing 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 1 0 5 22 16 44
New APPS 3 5 5 32 43 88

Total 4 5 10 54 59 132
CURRENT Maybe 2 2 9 36 36 85
New APPS 3 3 5 56 72 139

Total 5 5 14 92 108 224
9 10 24 146 167 356

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Physical condition of the housing
Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of in-room internet connection 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 5 3 3 18 58 87
New APPS 0 1 1 12 30 44

Total 5 4 4 30 88 131
CURRENT Maybe 4 2 5 36 91 138
New APPS 2 5 4 29 47 87

Total 6 7 9 65 138 225
11 11 13 95 226 356

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - In-room internet connection
Total

Grand Total  
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In deciding where to live, importance of satisfying parent’s wishes 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 32 13 14 15 14 88
New APPS 3 8 6 14 12 43

Total 35 21 20 29 26 131
CURRENT Maybe 23 36 25 41 15 140
New APPS 6 8 17 34 21 86

Total 29 44 42 75 36 226
64 65 62 104 62 357

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Satisfy parent's wishes
Total

Grand Total  
 
In deciding where to live, importance of inclusion of utilities in rent 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 6 7 5 27 42 87
New APPS 0 0 3 19 20 42

Total 6 7 8 46 62 129
CURRENT Maybe 4 7 15 59 55 140
New APPS 7 8 19 55 54 143

Total 11 15 34 114 109 283

17 22 42 160 171 412

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Inclusion of utilities in the rent
Total

Grand Total  
 

In deciding where to live, importance of inclusion of cable in rent 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 15 13 6 24 30 88
New APPS 3 7 7 14 13 44

Total 18 20 13 38 43 132
CURRENT Maybe 14 22 23 48 32 139
New APPS 7 15 20 20 25 87

Total 21 37 43 68 57 226
39 57 56 106 100 358

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Inclusion of cable in rent
Total

Grand Total  
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In deciding where to live, importance of ability to enter into academic-year 
lease 

Very 
unimportant Unimportant Neutral Important

Very 
important

CURRENT Yes 8 9 14 29 28 88
New APPS 0 2 7 20 15 44

Total 8 11 21 49 43 132
CURRENT Maybe 9 19 39 45 26 138
New APPS 2 11 31 24 17 85

Total 11 30 70 69 43 223
19 41 91 118 86 355

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of - Ability to enter into academic-year lease
Total

Grand Total  
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Appendix 5– Current Students & New Applicants -          
Interest in Meal Plans 

Very 
uninterested Uninterested

Neither 
interested nor 
uninterested

Interested Very 
interested

CURRENT Yes 10 10 26 22 9 77
New APPS 4 4 10 18 4 40

Total 14 14 36 40 13 117 45%
CURRENT Maybe 9 23 39 43 11 125
New APPS 4 9 25 31 7 76

Total 13 32 64 74 18 201

27 46 100 114 31 318 46%

Very 
uninterested Uninterested

Neither 
interested nor 
uninterested

Interested Very 
interested

CURRENT Yes 8 8 15 27 21 79
New APPS 2 4 13 13 8 40

Total 10 12 28 40 29 119 58%
CURRENT Maybe 6 13 34 53 19 125
New APPS 1 8 17 32 18 76

Total 7 21 51 85 37 201
17 33 79 125 66 320 60%

Very 
uninterested Uninterested

Neither 
interested nor 
uninterested

Interested Very 
interested

CURRENT Yes 8 12 25 17 18 80
New APPS 3 4 17 8 8 40

Total 11 16 42 25 26 120 42.5%
CURRENT Maybe 7 25 45 29 19 125
New APPS 4 12 25 25 10 76

Total 11 37 70 54 29 201

22 53 112 79 55 321 42%

Very 
uninterested Uninterested

Neither 
interested nor 
uninterested

Interested Very 
interested

CURRENT Yes 1 7 14 19 41 82
New APPS 1 1 8 18 11 39

Total 2 8 22 37 52 121 73%
CURRENT Maybe 3 9 28 52 35 127
New APPS 4 6 18 30 21 79

Total 7 15 46 82 56 206
9 23 68 119 108 327 69%

Overall  % of 
Response 
per Option

Overall  % of 
Response 
per Option

Overall  % of 
Response 
per Option

Overall  % of 
Response

Interest in 7 meals per week

Survey Interest in 
Housing Total

Grand Total

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Interest in 14 meals per week

Total

Grand Total

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Interest in 21 meals per week

Total

Total

Grand Total

Grand Total

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Pay per meal with a prepaid balance debit card
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Appendix 6– Current Students & New Applicants – 
Most important factors affecting housing decision (1 – 11) 

Category Choice New 
Applicants

Current 
Students

Grand 
Total

i. 75 130 205
ii. 23 35 58
iii. 11 29 40

Total 109 194 303
i. 25 27 52
ii. 33 44 77
iii. 14 18 32

Total 72 89 161
i. 4 5 9
ii. 7 15 22
iii. 18 28 46

Total 29 48 77
i. 4 5 9
ii. 9 19 28
iii. 13 22 35

Total 26 46 72
i. 8 3 11
ii. 12 13 25
iii. 15 13 28

Total 35 29 64
i. 0 7 7
ii. 5 8 13
iii. 10 10 20

Total 15 25 40
i. 2 5 7
ii. 8 9 17
iii. 5 10 15

Total 15 24 39
i. 5 1 6
ii. 8 10 18
iii. 4 11 15

Total 17 22 39
i. 2 1 3
ii. 4 7 11
iii. 6 11 17

Total 12 19 31
i. 1 2 3
ii. 4 8 12
iii. 7 8 15

Total 12 18 30
i. 0 1 1
ii. 1 7 8
iii. 8 5 13

Total 9 13 22

Privacy/ Quiet

Parking

Mean Plan/ Place to have Meals

Security/ Safety

Ability to Cook/ Kitchen

Own Bedroom

Access to On-campus Facilities/ Amenities

Cost

Proximity to School

Comfortable living space/ Independence

In-room Internet/ Cable
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Appendix 6– Current Students & New Applicants – 
Most important factors affecting housing decision (12 – 22) 

Category Choice New 
Applicants

Current 
Students

Grand 
Total

i. 4 1 5
ii. 9 2 11
iii. 3 1 4

Total 16 4 20
i. 2 0 2
ii. 2 6 8
iii. 6 4 10

Total 10 10 20
i. 1 1 2
ii. 3 2 5
iii. 3 9 12

Total 7 12 19
i. 1 1 2
ii. 7 2 9
iii. 2 4 6

Total 10 7 17
i. 2 1 3
ii. 2 3 5
iii. 3 4 7

Total 7 8 15
i. 1 1 2
ii. 0 1 1
iii. 4 6 10

Total 5 8 13
i. 0 2 2
ii. 1 4 5
iii. 4 2 6

Total 5 8 13
i. 0 6 6
ii. 0 1 1
iii. 0 0 0

Total 0 7 7
i. 0 1 1
ii. 1 1 2
iii. 2 2 4

Total 3 4 7
i. 3 1 4
ii. 0 2 2
iii. 0 0 0

Total 3 3 6
i. 0 1 1
ii. 0 2 2
iii. 1 1 2

Total 1 4 5

Parents Opinion

Other

Room-mates

Food Variety/ Availability

Family Housing

Academic-Year Lease

Social Life

Private Bathroom

Proximity to Academic Resources

Close to Extracurricular (activities, amenities, job)

Proximity to Bus Routes/ Transportation
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Appendix 6– Current Students & New Applicants – 
Most important factors affecting housing decision (23 - 27) 
 

Category Choice New 
Applicants

Current 
Students

Grand 
Total

i. 0 0 0
ii. 0 1 1
iii. 0 1 1

Total 0 2 2
i. 0 0 0
ii. 0 1 1
iii. 1 0 1

Total 1 1 2
i. 0 1 1
ii. 0 0 0
iii. 0 0 0

Total 0 1 1
i. 0 0 0
ii. 0 1 1
iii. 0 0 0

Total 0 1 1
i. 0 0 0
ii. 0 0 0
iii. 0 1 1

Total 0 1 1

No Curfew

Ability to have Pet

Utilities Separate

Co-ed

Value for $
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Appendix 7: Communication Devices (a – b) 
 

7a) Current Students & New Applicants – Owning a cell phone by 
interest in living on campus 

Yes Maybe Total

Cell Phone No 9 27 36
Yes 35 61 96
Total 44 88 132

Cell Phone No 14 20 34
Yes 69 118 187
Total 83 138 221

Grand Total No 23 47 70
 Yes 104 179 283

127 226 353

NEW APPLICANTS

CURRENT STUDENTS

Total

Interest in Living On-Campus

 
 
 
 

7b) Current Students & New Applicants – Importance of in-room 
telephone connection with voicemail by interest in living on 
campus 

Very 
important Important Neutral Unimportant Very 

unimportant
CURRENT Yes 52 14 7 10 5 88
New APPS 22 14 4 3 0 43

Total 74 28 11 13 5 131
CURRENT Maybe 67 41 14 14 5 141
New APPS 39 27 5 13 3 87

Total 106 68 19 27 8 228
180 96 30 40 13 359Grand Total 

Importance of In-Room Telephone Connection with Voice 
Mail

Survey Interest in 
Housing Total
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Appendix 7: Communication Devices (c)  
7c) Current Students & New Applicants – Importance of inclusion 
of internet, cable TV and local telephone service in rent by interest 
in living on campus 

Very 
important Important Neutral Unimportant Very 

unimportant

CURRENT Yes 46 21 12 2 4 85
New APPS 24 13 5 2 0 44

Total 70 34 17 4 4 129
CURRENT Maybe 53 52 18 12 5 140
New APPS 39 27 17 3 1 87

Total 92 79 35 15 6 227
162 113 52 19 10 356Grand Total 

Survey Interest in 
Housing

Importance of Inclusion of Internet, Cable TV and Local 
Telephone Service in Rent

Total

 
 

 



 

Appendix 8 – Current Students & New Applicants & 
Parents of New Applicants Surveys – Summary of Survey 
Data  
 
Appendix 8 is attached as a separate document 
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