
 
 
 
 

UEC MEMORANDUM 
 

UEC Chair: 
Phone:  

 
UEC Assistant: 

Phone: 

Samantha Pattridge 
4177 
 
Ashley Hoogendoorn 
4571 

 
TO: Dr. Eric Davis, Academic Planning and Priorities Committee Chair 

FROM: Samantha Pattridge, Undergraduate Education Committee Chair 

DATE: October 9, 2013 

RE: French major 

 
At its September 27, 2013 meeting, UEC voted to recommend the approval of the new French major for 
the Bachelor of Arts degree as amended. UEC recommends that this be approved by APPC and Senate. 
 
MOTION: 
THAT APPC approve the new French major for the Bachelor of Arts degree as recommended by UEC. 
 
RATIONALE: 
 
The primary goal of the proposed Bachelor of Arts French major is to enable graduates to participate in 
employment that requires knowledge of French, as well as prepare students for today’s globalized, 
multicultural, and multilingual workplace. The French major at UFV will be the only one of its kind in the Fraser 
Valley. While SFU’s Burnaby campus has offered a French major for many years, its courses are not offered 
at the Surrey campus. Offering a French major at UFV will enable students, especially those who live south of 
the Fraser, to achieve their educational goals in their local community. 
 
The French major will contribute significantly to the cultural and social development of the Fraser Valley by 
preparing students for high-quality jobs in the civil service. It will also benefit the residents of the Fraser Valley 
by providing graduates capable of filling the demand for French immersion teachers, thereby helping to 
alleviate a critical labour shortage in the region. Finally, it will solidify the mutually beneficial relationships with 
local schools, community groups, and francophone associations that the French program faculty have 
cultivated over the years.  
 
UFV has all the necessary support resources in place for the program, and the student demand for the 
program is high.  
 
Please see the attached document for additional details. 
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Bachelor of Arts, French Major, University of the Fraser Valley 

1.  Executive Summary 

a. Overview of UFV’s history, mission and academic goals 

This section will be completed by the Program Development Office before the proposal is submitted for 
external review. 

b. Proposed credential to be awarded 

The proposed credential is a French Major within the Bachelor of Arts degree. 

c. Location 

Presently, all of the French courses at UFV are offered at the Abbotsford campus and the additional 
courses required for the Major will also be offered in Abbotsford, but the program could be extended to 
the other UFV campuses if demand warranted it. 

d. Faculty(ies) or schools offering the proposed new degree program 
 
The program will be offered by the Modern Languages Institute, housed within the College of Arts.   

e. Anticipated program start date 

It is anticipated that students could begin taking courses to fulfill the requirements for a French Major 
by September 2014.   

f. Anticipated completion time in years or semesters 

Students taking the French Major could complete this credential within the four years typical of the 
Bachelor’s Degree completion time, although factors such as students’ part-time work may contribute to 
a slower completion time.  

g. Summary of the proposed program 

Aims, goals and/or objectives of the proposed program 

In view of the official language status of the French language in Canada, the primary goal of the program 
is to enable graduates to participate in employment that requires knowledge of French, as well as to 
prepare students for today’s globalized, multicultural and multilingual workplace.   

Graduates with a Major in French will be able to read, write, speak and understand French at an 
advanced level. In addition to the personal and intellectual growth the Major will give them, these 
students will be well-prepared for employment in teaching French, translation, and working in bilingual 
positions such as those offered by the Federal Government. The immersion component of the Major will 
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give students the opportunity to enhance their ability to understand other cultures and worldviews, and 
to communicate accurately and reliably, both orally and in writing, to a wide range of audiences. 

Anticipated contribution of the proposed program to the mandate and strategic plan of the institution 
 
The Major in French fulfills many of the goals and objectives of UFV’s Strategic Plan, which aims to: 
 
1 A. Offer degrees that provide the knowledge and foster the development of critical-thinking, leadership 
and practical skills that students require for employment, entrepreneurship, further education and 
responsible citizenship, locally and globally: 

The diversity of methods and experiences required for the French major promotes critical thinking and 
leadership, by enhancing awareness of cultural differences and promoting student engagement through 
projects providing linkages with local schools. For example, the new French 415 course will include a 
writing project in which students will create their own myths, tales and legends. These projects will be 
assembled into a booklet that could be distributed to local immersion and French schools. Students in 
French 420 will be asked to translate English-language brochures and pamphlets, such as those relating 
to the struggle against bullying, for distribution in local immersion and French classrooms. We will also 
be investigating other academic projects in which students could collaborate with Canadian Parents for 
French or other francophone associations.  
 
 1 B. Provide services for students that enable successful progress toward their educational goals: 

The French major at UFV will be the only one of its kind in the Fraser Valley. While SFU’s Burnaby 
Campus has offered a French major for many years, its courses are not offered at the Surrey Campus. 
Offering a French major at UFV will enable students, especially those who live south of the Fraser, to 
achieve their educational goals in their local community.  

1 C. The University will provide an environment that embraces diversity, supports cross-cultural exchange 
and promotes the respectful debate of ideas and views: 

The French major includes an immersion experience, which will increase students’ awareness of a 
different culture and language, and heighten their awareness of different perspectives and worldviews. 

2. To be a leader of social, cultural, economic and environmentally-responsible development in the Fraser 
Valley, the University will give priority to educational programs, co-op placements, practica and service 
learning opportunities for students that benefit the citizens of the Fraser Valley; 

The French Major will contribute significantly to the cultural and social development of the Fraser Valley 
by preparing students for high-quality jobs in the civil service. It will also benefit the residents of the 
Fraser Valley by providing graduates capable of filling the demand for French immersion teachers, 
thereby helping to alleviate a critical labour shortage in the region.  

. 
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Finally, the Major will solidify the mutually beneficial relationships with local schools, community groups 
and francophone associations, such as Canadian Parents for French, that the French Division of the 
Modern Languages Institute has cultivated over the years. Specific examples of activities of the French 
major program that will benefit the broader community are provided in Appendix 1, “Benefit of French 
Major to Local Communities.” 

An additional UFV priority that the program will promote is indigenization by increasing students’ 
awareness of Aboriginal culture and history: An important component of the major at the fourth-year 
level includes francophone Aboriginal literature, myths and legends.  

Linkages between the learning outcomes and the curriculum design, an indication whether a work 
experience/work place term is required for degree completion, and if so a description of the purpose 
and role of the work experience within the program; 

The Major Program’s Learning Outcomes are listed below, along with the specific courses that support 
each outcome in brackets.  
  

1) Demonstrate an understanding of a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognize 
implicit meaning. (FREN 315, 319, 415) 

2) Express him/herself fluently and spontaneously with native speakers without much obvious 
searching for expressions. (FREN 342, 325) 

3) Use French flexibly and effectively for social, academic and professional purposes. (FREN 345, 
325, 420, 315, 430) 

4) Produce clear, well-structured, detailed texts on complex subjects, showing controlled use of 
organizational patterns, connectors and cohesive devices. (FREN 315, 319, 345, 415, 430) 

5) Apply critical terms and methodology in completing literary and linguistic analyses, following 
the conventions of academic written French. (FREN 315, 319, 415, 430) 

6) Debate, in a structured, organized way, orally and in writing, important ideas raised by the 
significant literary works that have been studied in French. (FREN 315, 415, 319) 

7) Locate, apply and cite effective secondary materials in their own texts. (FREN 315, 319, 345, 
415, 430) 

8) Accurately read and translate French texts. (FREN 420) 
9) Demonstrate an understanding of different francophone and indigenous cultures and world 

perspectives. (FREN 315, 319, 345, 342, 325, 415, 430, 420) 
    
Work experience is not required within the Major, although students are encouraged to seek part-time 
employment or summer experiences in which they can practice and develop their French. Such 
experiences include the Explore bursary (www.jexplore.ca) or the Odyssey bursary 
(www.myodyssey.ca), both provided by the Federal government, which offer students intensive 
language-immersion experiences. A large number of our French students have participated in these 
exchanges and they are highly recommended by our faculty, although not compulsory for the Minor, 
Extended Minor or Major. 

The annual $1,000 Modern Languages Scholarship in French, offered to a UFV student with the highest 
GPA in French and who has also volunteered in French community organizations, also serves to 

http://www.jexplore.ca/
http://www.myodyssey.ca/
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encourage students to participate in projects which will benefit both their own French language skills 
and the community at large. 

Potential areas/sectors of employment for graduates and/or opportunities for further study 
 
The student survey carried out by UFV’s Institutional Research in the fall semester of 2012 reveals that 
the career goal of 54% of French program students is to teach in the K-12 school system. A French Major 
will prepare them well to meet the growing demand for graduates qualified to teach in the French 
Immersion programs. That demand has been noted by many in the sector: 
 

 The Abbotsford Chapter of Canadian Parents for French (CPF) has expressed concerns about 
difficulties in recruiting French immersion teachers.1   

 The Chilliwack Board of Education, which has offered Late French Immersion (Gr. 6 – 12) for 
many years, has recently approved the introduction of early French Immersion program at the 
earliest possible time, aiming for a September 2014 start date. In a recent interview with the 
Chilliwack Progress, the district superintendent Evelyn Novak identified “personnel” as the main 
challenge facing this new program: “We know from what other districts have experienced, 
hiring early French immersion staff, early French immersion learning assistants, teachers, 
resource assistants, can be a challenge.” 2 The challenge of staffing immersion programs had 
already been identified by the Early French Immersion Feasibility Study for School District #33 
(Chilliwack) published on February 12, 2013, and training in the community has been identified 
as the most cost-efficient solution to the personnel shortage.3   

The shortage of trained French teachers that has been identified for the region has also been noted at 
the provincial level. School districts across British Columbia, when surveyed in a labour market study 
conducted by the BC Public School Employers’ Association (BCPSEA), stated that “ when trying to fill 
positions for French language teachers, qualified candidates were in short supply, applicants had 
minimal qualifications or districts had concerns about the quality of the candidates”.4  

The increasing demand for qualified French teachers is reflected by the number of teaching positions 
posted on http://www.makeafuture.ca/, which lists careers in BC education. Out of 96 teaching and TOC 
positions posted on this website in just the one-month period between December 19 2012, and January 
18,2013, 41 positions (42.7%) required some degree of French, and 23 (56%) of these were explicitly for 
French immersion teachers. 

A recent article in the Globe and Mail highlighted the “skyrocketing” demand for French immersion 
throughout Canada. “2011 marks an all-time high of more than 342,000 students in elementary and 
secondary immersion programs. Even more remarkable, that increase occurred when the number of 
                                                             
1 Agenda, Meeting of the Abbotsford Chapter of Canadian Parents for French, Tuesday January 24, 2011  
2 Alina Konevski, “Looking forward to a new school year,” Chilliwack Progress, September 3, 2013 
(http://www.theprogress.com/news/222203641.html)  
3 http://www.sd33.bc.ca/sites/default/files/Early%20FI%20Study%20Report%20-%20Feb%2012%202013.pdf. See 
p. 31. 
4  http://www.bcteacherregulation.ca/documents/TC/2008/TCMagazine_Spring_2008.pdf 

http://www.makeafuture.ca/
http://www.sd33.bc.ca/sites/default/files/Early%20FI%20Study%20Report%20-%20Feb%2012%202013.pdf
http://www.bcteacherregulation.ca/documents/TC/2008/TCMagazine_Spring_2008.pdf


 
 

7 
 

children in school is declining…. Often it’s a lack of capable teachers that restricts the number of 
immersion places in some districts.5 

The major in French will provide school districts with qualified and competent graduates in French. 

In addition to careers in the K-12 school system, students with a major in French will find employment in 
the Federal civil service, where advanced bilingualism is a major asset, in International Development, in 
the Diplomatic Corps, in translation, and in bilingual or French journalistic, media and communications 
industries. 

Delivery Methods 

The French Major will be delivered as a face-to-face classroom experience, although many courses will 
also have an on-line, hybrid component. Students choosing the immersion option through the three 
immersion courses (French 450, 451 and 452) will pursue some of their education in a francophone 
university through an official student exchange program that has been developed for this purpose 
between the French Division of the Modern Languages Institute at UFV and the University of Laval in 
Québec City, Québec. 

Delivery methods in the program include lectures, seminars, computerized exercises, on-line 
supplemental components, task-based projects, student group work and student presentations.  

Program strengths 

One of UFV’s strengths is small class sizes, which is a significant asset in language learning, where human 
interaction and immediate feedback are crucial to the learning process. 

In addition to small classes, the major strengths of the program include: 

 An immersion option at the fourth-year level 
 Seminar groups at the lower-level to enhance oral expression and aural comprehension 
 Unique approaches to literature, which include a francophone indigenous perspective 
 Dedicated faculty whose primary passion is teaching 
 Innovative approaches to teaching linguistics, where practical applications to learning and 

teaching French are emphasized 
 

An overview of the level of support and recognition from other post-secondary institutions, and 
relevant regulatory or professional bodies, where applicable, and plans for admissions and transfer 
within the British Columbia post-secondary education system. 

The program was reviewed by scholars from French departments from four different colleges and 
universities in the region; their comments were positive. All provided formal letters of recommendation 
(please see Appendix 5). 

                                                             
5 http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/french-immersion-enrolment-skyrockets-as-a-new-linguistic-
category-emerges/article7935100/  

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/french-immersion-enrolment-skyrockets-as-a-new-linguistic-category-emerges/article7935100/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/national/french-immersion-enrolment-skyrockets-as-a-new-linguistic-category-emerges/article7935100/
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Most UFV French courses transfer to other institutions in BC and UFV is actively involved with the 
transfer process through BCCAT. 

Related programs in the institution or other British Columbia post-secondary institutions. Indicate 
rationale for duplication, if any 

Presently, students cannot obtain a Major in French without leaving the Fraser Valley. The only 
institutions to offer French Majors in BC are UVIC, UBC and SFU, which all require students to move 
from the Abbotsford area to complete their education. SFU only offers its Major in French at its Burnaby 
campus, and not at its Surrey campus, making the cost of pursuing a French Major prohibitive for many 
of our local students. UFV is the closest university for the roughly 800,000 residents of Surrey, Langley, 
Abbotsford, Aldergrove, Mission, Maple Ridge, and Chilliwack. (Please see Appendix 2 for live links to 
related programs in BC. 

Program Working Group Membership: 

The following faculty members compose the Curriculum Working Group for the French Major: 
 

Alan Cameron, PhD alan.cameron@ufv.ca 
Ghizlane Laghzaoui, PhD, EdD ghizlane.laghzaoui@ufv.ca  
Sylvie Murray, PhD sylvie.murray@ufv.ca 
Betty –Joan Traverse, MA (Chair) bettyjoan.traverse@ufv.ca  
 

The working group has developed this proposal under the guidance of:  

Dean, Jacqueline Nolte, PhD jacqueline.nolte@ufv.ca  
    
 

2.  Degree Level Standard 

a. Depth and Breadth of Knowledge 

The curriculum is similar to those at the other universities in BC offering a French major (See Appendix 
3). Since our smaller institution has fewer resources than the larger universities, students have fewer 
optional courses, but the number of mandatory credits is similar to the French major at UBC, SFU and 
UVIC. 

 The lower level requirement of 18 credits is the same as the requirement for French majors at 
both UBC and SFU. (UVIC’s lower-level requirements are unclear). Upper-level French linguistics 
courses at SFU also require lower-level linguistics as a pre-requisite. 
 

 The upper level requirement of 32 credits exceeds the number of upper-level requirements for 
French Majors at UBC, SFU and UVIC which require only 30 credits.  This is due to the fact that 
our upper-level courses carry 4 credits and involve 220 minutes per week of contact time, rather 
than 160 minutes for 3 credit courses. 

mailto:alan.cameron@ufv.ca
mailto:ghizlane.laghzaoui@ufv.ca
mailto:sylvie.murray@ufv.ca
mailto:bettyjoan.traverse@ufv.ca
mailto:jacqueline.nolte@ufv.ca
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 The pre-requisites at these institutions of writing courses in French mirror the importance of our 

writing courses: French 219 (Intermediate French Composition) and French 319 (Advanced 
French Composition). These are pre-requisites for the upper-level courses. 

Because students enter UFV with widely varying proficiency levels in French, students may start their 
studies as absolute beginners, or ladder in at a higher level.   

For those entering at the beginner level, three first-year courses are offered to bring them up to the 
level of a student with Grade 12 French. Once they have completed these courses, they join graduates 
with French 12 and may begin their compulsory courses to build towards the Major. (See Calendar 
Description of Courses, Section 4). 

Major students will gain ability to apply knowledge in the following ways: In French 319, students learn 
to present clear, well-structured, detailed texts on complex subjects, and in French 325, they hone their 
oral competency to defend their point of view and explain that of others in structured, verbally-nuanced 
oral presentations.  In French 315, they learn to critically evaluate arguments, assumptions and 
information they have learned through the study of great French and Québécois authors. In French 225 
(Francophone Language and Cultures via the Media), students learn how to efficiently read, write and 
convey information through the media and at the same time obtain the linguistic and methodological 
skills applicable in a communication-oriented professional environment. French 325 provides an 
intensive study of phonetics and phonology, with a focus on refining pronunciation and developing 
native-like rhythm, intonation, prosody and phoneme articulation. A comparative analysis of English 
pronunciation helps students surmount the obstacles which face any Anglophone who wishes to acquire 
a sophisticated French pronunciation. French 430 studies the major aspects of linguistics (phonology, 
phonetics, morphology, semantics, syntax and lexicology) but focuses on applying linguistic theory to 
the acquisition of French, so that learners can effectively use these theories to help them improve their 
command of French 
 
b. Knowledge of Methodologies 

The curriculum for the French major has been designed to foster skills that will be very useful to 
graduates in the workplace. Building on oral, aural, written and reading skills acquired in the French 
Minor and Extended Minor, the fourth-year courses will enable students to achieve a higher level of 
proficiency in all these areas. French 420 will enable students to translate non-technical texts from 
English to French and from French to English and to avoid the pitfalls of interlinguistic transfer. French 
415 will enhance students’ critical thinking through an exploration of different francophone and 
indigenous literatures in a comparative perspective. French 430 is particularly useful for the many 
French students who wish to teach French, as it enables them to apply French linguistic theory to the 
effective acquisition and teaching of the language. In addition, the three immersion courses (French 450, 
451, 452) allow students to further their studies at the fourth-year level in a francophone university and 
to then transfer their credits back to UFV, thereby encouraging students to pursue an enriching and 
practical immersion experience. 
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c. Communication Skills 

All French courses focus on communication, either through written evaluated components, or through 
oral projects, presentations and exams. As early as French 219, (Intermediate French Composition), 
students are taught the importance of adapting their writing style to their intended audience, and how 
to vary tone, grammatical and syntactic structures, and vocabulary to communicate their message more 
effectively. Courses in oral communication, such as French 242 (Intermediate Oral Expression), French 
342 (Advanced Oral Expression) and French 325 (Phonetics and Pronunciation) aim specifically at 
teaching students how to improve their oral expression and pronunciation in a wide variety of social, 
cultural and professional situations. French 245 (Cultures of the Francophone World) emphasizes the 
importance of learning and understanding different ways of thinking, socio-cultural traditions and 
history in the widely different areas of the Francophone world, from an intercultural perspective.  UFV’s 
small classes enable faculty to engage students in such activities and give them individualized support 
and feedback.  

d. Awareness of Limits of Knowledge 

Students are introduced to the concept of differing points of view very early on in their French studies. 
Differences in cultural traditions, social norms and value systems are underlined throughout the French 
program.  Upper-level courses such as French 345 (French and Québécois cinema), and our literature 
courses, enable students to delve more deeply into the social, historical and literary roots of very 
different cultures and value-systems from their own, and to challenge their own perspectives and 
worldviews. Sociolinguistic differences and regionalisms form a focus of study in French 325 and 430. 
Students learn and are able to explain other approaches to the important issues with which all societies 
grapple, and in this way are able to realize the limitations of any particular society’s approach.  They also 
learn that the skills and knowledge each of them obtains may not be necessarily sufficient for every 
purpose, and are taught the importance of recognizing when they reach the limit of their competence. 

3.  Credential Recognition and Nomenclature 

The major in French is a common, well-recognized credential within the Bachelor’s degree in most major 
universities in North America. The curriculum and content of this program is similar to that of many 
other French majors offered in North America, although many do not offer the immersion option. UFV 
already successfully offers a minor and extended minor in French; graduates of these programs have 
gone on to obtain employment directly tied to their proficiency in French.  

4.  Curriculum/Program Content  

In addition to meeting the Bachelor of Arts requirements, students must complete the following courses 
to complete a BA with a major in French. Information on additional Bachelor of Arts requirements can 
be found here. French course descriptions in the UFV Academic calendar can be found here.  

Note: A minimum grade of 2.33 in FREN 219, as well as a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.33 in all other 
courses applicable to the major, is required for graduation with a major in French. Successful completion 
of LING 101 with a minimum grade of 2.0 is required prior to the declaration of a French Major. 

http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/2012_13/ProgramsA-B/ARTS_BA.htm#BArequirements
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/2013_14/CourseDescriptions/FREN.htm
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For students entering UFV with no previous knowledge of French:  

Course Title Prerequisites Credits 
FREN 100  Introduction to French None 3 

For those with up to French 11:  

Course Title Prerequisites Credits 
FREN 101 French Language I One of the following: FREN 100, FREN 103, 

French 11, or instructor’s permission 
3 

FREN 102 French Language II FREN 101, or French 12 with less than a B , or 
instructor’s permission, or assessment of the 
department 

3 

For those with French 12 or UFV's FREN 102:  
 
In addition to the general requirements for the Bachelor of Arts, students declaring a major in French 
will be required to complete the following:  

Lower-level requirements: (18 French credits and 3 Linguistics 101 credits) 

Course Title Prerequisites Credits 
LING 101 Introduction to Language None 3 

ONE OF: 
 
FREN 215 
or 
FREN 230 

Intermediate French I French 12 with a B or higher, or FREN 101 and 
FREN 102, or instructor’s permission, or 
assessment of the department 3 Intermediate French for French 

Immersion Students I 
Minimum four years study (up to Grade 11) in 
the French Immersion program, or instructor's 
permission 

FREN 216 Intermediate French II French 12 with the provincial exam, or FREN 101 
and FREN 102, or instructor’s permission, or 
assessment of the department 

3 

FREN 219 Intermediate French 
Composition 

One of FREN 215, 216, or 230; two of the three 
are recommended. 

3 

FREN 225 Francophone Language and 
Culture via Media 

FREN 219 3 

FREN 242 Intermediate French Oral 
Communication 

FREN 215 or FREN 230, and FREN 216 3 

FREN 245 Cultures of the Francophone 
World 

FREN 219 3 

Minimum total lower-level credits                                                                                                                         21 
Note: each lower-level course is articulated on the basis of 45 contact hours 

 

 

http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN100-20060526.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN101-20110513.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN102-20061027.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/LING/LING101-19980325.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN215-20061027.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN230-20120523.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN216-20061027.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN219-20120523.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN215-20061027.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN242-20061027.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN245-20061027.pdf
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Upper-level requirements: 32 credits (20 credits at the 300 level; 12 credits at the 400 level) 

Course Title Prerequisites Credits 
FREN 315 Introduction to Francophone 

Literature 
FREN 219 or instructor’s permission. Note: One 
of either FREN 225 or FREN 245 is strongly 
recommended, and will be required as of 
September 2013 

4 

FREN 319 Advanced French Composition FREN 219 or instructor’s permission. Note: One 
of either FREN 225 or FREN 245 is strongly 
recommended, and will be required as of 
September 2013 

4 

FREN 325 Phonetics and Pronunciation: 
The Silky Sounds of French 

FREN 219 or instructor’s permission 4 

FREN 342 Advanced French Oral 
Communication 

FREN 242 4 

FREN 345 Cinéma français et québécois 
depuis 1950 

FREN 219 4 

FREN 415 Myths, Legends, and Tales in 
Francophone Literatures 

FREN 315 and 319 4 

FREN 420 French Translation and 
Comparative Stylistics 

FREN 319 and 2 other 300-level FREN courses 4 

FREN 430 French Applied Linguistics LING 101, FREN 319 and 2 other 300-level FREN 
courses 

4 

FREN 450 Special Topics in French I Permission to enter requires students to have 
completed FREN 319 and 2 other 300-level 
FREN courses, and a written contract signed 
between student and department head before 
the student begins the course 

4 

FREN 451 Special Topics in French II Permission to enter requires students to have 
completed FREN 319 and 2 other 300-level 
FREN courses, and a written contract signed 
between student and department head before 
the student begins the course 

4 

FREN 452 Special Topics in French III Permission to enter requires students to have 
completed FREN 319 and 2 other 300-level 
FREN courses, and a written contract signed 
between student and department head before 
the student begins the course 

4 

Minimum total upper-level credits                                                                                                                         
Total credits for the French Major 
 
Note: 12 of the 32 required upper-level credits must be at the 400-level. 
Each upper-level course is articulated on the basis of 60 contact hours. 

32 
53 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN315-20120523.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN319-20120523.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN325-20120523.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN342-20130201.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN345-20041126.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN415-20130201.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN420-20130201.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN430-20130201.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN450-20130201.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN451-20130201.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/CourseOutlines/PDFs/FREN/FREN452-20130201.pdf
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Program Sequencing 

One possible program sequencing for a student pursuing a BA with a major in French is given in the table 
below. Only French courses are indicated here; students will also fit in other courses leading to their 
Bachelor’s degree within their course schedule. 

Semester Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 

Fall FREN 215 or 230 
FREN 216 

FREN 245 
FREN 325 

FREN 319 
FREN 342 

FREN 415 
 

Winter FREN 219 
LING 101 

FREN 225 
FREN 242 

FREN 315 
FREN 345 

FREN 420 
FREN 430 

 

5.  Learning Methodologies/Program Delivery 

First and second-year French courses consist of two 80-minute classes per week with an instructor, as 
well as one 55-minute seminar led by a Seminar Assistant, during which vocabulary and grammar 
structures introduced by the instructor are reinforced, and oral expression and aural comprehension are 
enhanced. In addition, many classes require students to complete and submit computerized exercises 
either in one of our computer labs or at home. At the upper-level, classes take place either twice a week 
for 110 minutes each, or once a week for 220 minutes.  

The general pedagogical approach of the French program at UFV at the lower-level is to balance the 
communicative approach with explicit grammar instruction. Instructors use visual aids, music, TPR (Total 
Physical Response), multi-media, pair work, class discussions, student presentations, role-play, debates, 
field trips and task-based projects as integral parts of their methodology. 

At the upper-level, the students’ advanced ability to express themselves in the target language enables 
them to engage in reflective and critical thinking of the literary, linguistic and cultural aspects of the 
language they are studying, and communicate their thoughts orally and in writing at an advanced level.  

Students are assessed in a variety of ways, amongst which the most frequent are: 

 written grammar and vocabulary tests 

 essays which are often marked twice (Students are marked for a first version of the essay, 
whose errors are underlined and explained, then they must correct those errors and submit the 
essay for a second detailed marking) 

 in-class essays 

 workbooks 

 projects (ex. creation of a French magazine) 
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 Oral practice on the digitized Can8 audio system, used for improving speaking and listening 
outside of class. 

 individual and group oral presentations 

 on-line discussion groups through Blackboard 

 research papers 

 final written exams 

 computerized oral mini-tests  

 face-to-face oral exams and interviews 

 
Because language learning requires frequent reinforcement and feedback to correct errors, instructors 
generally assess often for a small percentage of the mark each time.  

The University of the Fraser Valley is particularly well-suited to implementing a French major because 
the institution has a strong commitment to maintaining small class sizes, which are crucial for language 
learners. The additional compulsory small seminar groups, offered in very few other institutions in BC, 
are extremely beneficial to students learning a language which, although it is one of Canada’s two 
official languages, is not widely spoken in this region of Canada. The computer instructional labs at UFV 
also provide an ideal setting for the computerized exercises and tests that are components of many of 
our courses, and which are also very beneficial to language students.  

6.  Admission and Transfer/Residency 

Admission Requirements 

 
 
Admission, and residency requirements to the UFV Bachelor of Arts Degree can be found in the online 
calendar at: http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/2011_12/ProgramsA-B/ARTS_BA.htm  

Applicants must satisfy the English Language Proficiency Requirements which can be found in the online 
calendar at: http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/2012_13/general/admissions.htm#ELPR .  

 

 

Bachelor of Arts General Requirements 

http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/2011_12/ProgramsA-B/ARTS_BA.htm
http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/2012_13/general/admissions.htm#ELPR
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In the course of their studies, students must complete the general requirements (breadth, writing, 
reasoning, lab science, humanities and social science requirements) for the UFV Bachelor of Arts Degree. 
Full details of requirements for the UFV Bachelor of Arts can be found here. 

Transfer Credits  

Many credit courses offered at recognized post-secondary institutions have been evaluated for 
equivalency by UFV. The Office of the Registrar at UFV maintains a list of transfer credits agreements. 
Transfer credit arrangements for first and second year courses, and some upper-level courses, in B.C. 
Institutions are published in the B.C. Transfer Guide, available at www.bctransferguide.ca. Transfer 
credit would be evaluated based on existing BCCAT agreements and in accordance with UFV’s policy on 
transfer credit. 

For details see: http://www.ufv.ca/Assets/Secretariat/Policies/107.pdf   

Prior Learning Assessment Credit (PLAR) 

UFV’s Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition can take one of two forms: course challenge or 
portfolio assessment. In the Modern Languages department, course challenge is the accepted form. To 
challenge a course, students must write the associated compositions and tests for the challenged 
course, as well as pass the final oral and written exam. Final grades and credits obtained through 
challenge are recorded on the student’s transcript.  
 
For details see: http://www.ufv.ca/Assets/Secretariat/Policies/94.pdf   

Residency Requirements 

Students must complete at least 25% of the required credits for the Major in French at UFV. Courses 
transferred from another post-secondary institution do not meet the residency requirement.   

7.  Faculty 

There are three regular faculty members in the French division of the Modern Languages department: 
two of these hold PhD’s, one of these also holds an EdD. The faculty member without a PhD will be 
retiring within the next few years, and will be replaced by an individual with a PhD. Current faculty are 
sufficient to run the proposed French major Program.   

8.  Program Resources 
 
Enrollment Plan for the Bachelor of Arts, French Major: 

Enrollment Plan for first four years: 

In year 1, an estimated 25 students will be admitted. Most will be students currently enrolled in the 
French minor or extended minor, and they will be given reserved seats in the upper level courses. 

http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/2012_13/ProgramsA-B/ARTS_BA.htm
http://www.bctransferguide.ca/
http://www.ufv.ca/Assets/Secretariat/Policies/107.pdf
http://www.ufv.ca/Assets/Secretariat/Policies/94.pdf
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In year 2, any qualified student will be admitted. Many students will have completed lower-level 
requirements. Seats will be reserved for major students first, extended minor students second, and 
minor students third. If the number of applicants to the program exceeds the number of seats available, 
a competitive entry process will be created for applicants in year 3, restricting total enrolment to the 
number of seats available. 

i) Library Resources 

The French program has been building its resources for over 30 years, and has been intensifying its 
purchases since the approval of the French Minor and Extended Minor, and the arrival of our third 
permanent French instructor.   

Appendix 4 contains the UFV Library Collection Analysis library that establishes that the UFV library has 
sufficient holdings to support the French major. Over the next few years, the department’s yearly 
budget for Library acquisitions will be partially used to acquire further acquisitions of monographs to 
support French oral communication, Francophone literature and supporting sources on mythology and 
folktales, translation and linguistics.   

ii) Computers and computer access 

It is not anticipated that the three new courses for the French major will make further demands on 
UFV’s existing computing and media facilities and software. Existing computer labs and support will be 
sufficient for implementation of the program. 

iii) Classrooms, laboratories and equipment 

It is anticipated that the Major program will only involve the use of one classroom in addition to those 
used for the present French program. No additional laboratories or equipment are needed. 

iv) Existing and shared resources at the institution or at other institutions 

UFV has all the necessary support resources in place. The department will work with the Office of the 
Registrar and UFV International to ensure integrity of the program in management of admissions, 
registration of courses, and articulation with other universities and colleges. The student exchange 
program with Laval may be expanded to involve other universities in Quebec, and the smooth transfer 
credit process from these programs will be a high priority for the department. 

v) Additional resources that will be required to offer this program 

The French major involves the addition of three new courses at the fourth year level. By offering one of 
these new courses in each of the fall and winter semesters, the program would require funding for one 
new section as of its first semester, and two new sections in the following academic year, so that the 
three fourth-year courses may be offered each academic year. Since present permanent faculty can 
teach these new fourth-year courses, the program would only require that sessionals be hired to teach 
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lower-level courses in order to enable permanent faculty to teach the new courses. Consequently, a 
maximum of three new sessional positions would be needed.  

9.  Program Consultation 

This proposal has been written by the Program Working Group, approved by the Dean of Arts, 
Jacqueline Nolte; the Group members are Betty-Joan Traverse (Chair), Alan Cameron, Ghizlane 
Laghzaoui, all  from the French division of the Modern Languages department, and Sylvie Murray 
(History). 

Comments and suggestions from other stakeholders and academics were solicited. Appendix 5 contains 
letters of recommendations and favorable comments from faculty members at Douglas College, 
Kwantlen Polytechnic University, Simon Fraser University, and Trinity Western University.   

In addition, the members of the External Program Review Committee who assessed UFV’s Modern 
Languages Department in 2012/2013 presented, as the first of fourteen recommendations, that “a 
Major in French be established” (p. 15). The reviewers stated their support very clearly:  “The French 
section of MOLA has proposed to offer a major in French, for very compelling reasons. None of the 
institutions to which MOLA compares itself offers such a program/content, and given the limited 
mobility of its students, such a program makes sense. Within the context of both official bilingualism 
and of the linguistic and  cultural diversity found in the Fraser Valley, the focus on francophonie 
embraces the community-oriented priorities stated in the Education Planning at UFV (Students and 
Community Education Planning at UFV, 2011 – 2015, p. 4).…We believe that such a major in French 
could/would attract new students to the program,  especially students who are interested in becoming 
French teachers and need strong credentials in French before going into education ”(p. 5). 6 

Interest in the major was reflected in student comments on UFV’s Institutional Research’s recent 
student survey. Conducted via the internet over a three and a half week period during the fall semester 
2012, participation in the survey was entirely voluntary. Surveys were sent to three types of student 
groups: Non-program students presently attending UFV and having taken at least one course in the 
Modern Languages department within the last 5 years, program students presently attending UFV and 
program graduates. 

22 students replied to the Graduate Survey. One question asked Graduates the following: « If a Major in 
French had been available when you were studying at UFV, would you have chosen it? »  54% replied 
Yes, only 18% replied negatively, and for 27% this question was not applicable 

                                                             
6External Review Report of the Modern Language Program, presented to Dean Jacqueline Nolte, 
University of the Fraser Valley, by External Review Committee (Dr. Catherine Caws, Chair, Dr. Derek C. 
Carr, Dr. Cécile Sabatier, and Dr. Sumiko Nishizawa.) This program review was conducted according to 
UFV’s Academic Program and Unit Reviews Policy and included a two-day site visit. 
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One question related directly to the student demand for a French Major. 68 students indicated support 
for a French Major, and no students were against it. Here are excerpts of some of their many comments 
in favour of the French major: 

 I would 100% stay at UFV if the university offered a French major! 

 Please offer a French major! Nearly all of my classmates in French class would love a major! 

 It is a bit shameful that UFV does not offer a French major, as that is our other official language. 

 I feel very strongly about having a French major in this university. I think that it is appalling that 
our country’s official languages are both English and French, yet our university does not offer a 
French major. 

 PLEASE GIVE UFV STUDENTS A FRENCH MAJOR! ! I would love to continue my studies at UFV; 
however, a French major is currently not offered.  I know nearly all of my French classmates 
would enroll in a French major if it were offered.  Please make it happen SOON before UFV loses 
a bunch of terrific students who are planning on transferring elsewhere to pursue a French 
major.  I would like to remain loyal to UFV but a major in French is needed! 

Further data on the demand for the French Major at UFV is included in Appendix 6. 

 

10.  Program Review and Assessment  

The University of the Fraser Valley is committed to offering academic programs of the highest quality 
and standards. In January 2009, the Senate and the Board of Governors adopted a new policy on 
Academic Program and Unit Reviews (Policy Number 189). This policy requires that all academic 
programs and units normally be reviewed every five years. In accordance with the policy a multi-year 
plan was developed and adopted for the review of academic programs and units at UFV. Program 
Review is the central component in a continuous process of program monitoring and improvement. All 
aspects of this process share the same objective: to foster a culture of continuous improvement 
throughout the institution.  
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Appendices 
 



APPENDIX 1 – BENEFIT OF FRENCH MAJOR TO LOCAL COMMUNITIES 

Activities of the French major program which are of benefit to the citizens of the Fraser Valley 

and the broader provincial community: 

 

 Students already volunteer in many French Core and Immersion classes in the 

Abbotsford School district 

 

 Participation of the French division in the Abbotsford Multicultural Festival, which draws 

thousands of local residents 

 

 Ongoing collaboration with French high school teachers from Abbotsford and Chilliwack 

with regards to curriculum, assessment and proficiency levels  

 

 Departmental participation in activities organized by the local chapter of Abbotsford 

Parents for French, such as the Carnaval d’hiver 

 

 A future symposium involving our French students in collaboration with other upper-

level French students from other colleges and universities. 

 



APPENDIX 2 – LIVE LINKS TO B.C. RELATED PROGRAMS 

 

Simon Fraser University – French Major 

SFU Department Webpage 

SFU Program Requirements 

 

University of British Columbia – French Major 

UBC Department Webpage 

UBC Program Requirements 

 

University of Victoria – French Major 

UVIC Department Webpage 

UVIC Program Requirements 

http://www.sfu.ca/french/
http://students.sfu.ca/calendar/french/fren-maj.html
http://www.fhis.ubc.ca/
http://www.calendar.ubc.ca/vancouver/index.cfm?tree=12,197,282,77
http://www.uvic.ca/humanities/french/
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2012/FACS/FoHu/DoFr/PrRe.html
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APPENDIX 3 – ASSESSMENT OF PROGRAM AGAINST RELEVANT ACADEMIC STANDARDS 

 
Overview 
 
When compared to other institutions such as UVic, SFU and UBC, French programs at UFV show similar 
program choices (minors, extended minors and majors). However, due to the size of UVic, SFU and UBC 
respective departments, they all offer honours in addition but not all of them have a minor, extended 
minor or proficiency certificates. Also, the scope of French course offerings is much larger because of 
the higher number of permanent faculty members in those universities and student enrollments.   
 
Nonetheless, French programs at UFV are responding to students, communities and employment 
market demands by offering sustainable proficiency certificates, minor and extended minor despite 
limited financial and human resources. 
 
This document intends to compare requirements in minors, extended minors and majors between UVic, 
SFU, UBC and UFV. 
 
Program Comparison in British Columbia Universities: 
 

 UVic UBC SFU UFV CAPU KPU 

Minor 
 

✔ ✔  ✔   

Ext. Minor 
 

  ✔ ✔   

Major 
 

✔ ✔ ✔    

Proficiency 
certificates 

  ✔ ✔   

Courses only 
 

    ✔ ✔ 

Other 
 

Honours ; 
Major 
English/French 

Honours Honours; E/F 
literatures joint 
Major; 
French/History/Pol 
Sci major; French 
and Humanities 
joint Major; 
French and 
Education 
certificates; Post 
baccalaureate 
diploma in French 
and education 

Certificate in 
Extended 
Studies in 
Arts: French 
Minor 
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Program Requirements:  
 
University of Victoria 
 

 Minor Extended Minor Major 

Prerequisites minimum C+ in FRAN 
275 
Literature: FRAN 280 
+290 
FRAN 375 

 
 
               X 

minimum C+ in FRAN 
275 
Literature: FRAN 280 
+290 
FRAN 375 

Lower requirements Not clear                X Not clear 

Upper requirements Not clear                X Not clear 

 
FRAN 275:  Writing in French I 
FRAN 375: Writing in French II 
 
 
University of British Columbia 
 

 Minor Extended Minor Major 

Prerequisites Fren 223 + 220 +221                X Fren 223 + 220 +221 

Lower requirements 18 credits                X 18 credits 

Upper requirements 18 credits                X 30 credits 

 
FREN 223 (3): French Language and Style II 

FREN 220 (3): Introduction to Early French Literature and to Textual Analysis  
FREN 221 (3): Introduction to Modern Literature written in French and to Textual Analysis 
 
 
Simon Fraser University 
  

 Minor Extended Minor Major 

Prerequisites           X Fren 221, 222, 245, 
275 * 

Fren 221, 222, 245, 
275 * 

Lower requirements           X 18 credits 18 credits 

Upper requirements           X 18 credits (with 301) 30 credits (with 301) 

* Courses included in lower level requirements 
 
FREN 221 (3): French Writing I 
FREN 222 (3): French Writing II 
FREN 245 (3): Introduction to French Literary Studies 
FREN 275 (3): French Linguistics Today 
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University of the Fraser Valley 
 

 Minor Extended Minor Major 

Prerequisites  General req for a BA General req for a BA  

Lower requirements 12 credits (with 219) 18 credits (with 219) 18 credits (with 219) 

Upper requirements 20 credits 20 credits 32 credits  

 
 
Conclusions :  
 

 UVic, SFU and UBC seem not to « duplicate » minor and extended minor (one or the other) 
 Upper level requirements in UFV’s French programs are higher. 
 Prerequisites need to be defined more precisely. 
 UBC stands out with the least number of programs in comparison to other universities but has 

the greatest number of course offerings.  
 Second year writing courses, and introduction courses to linguistic and literature seem 

privileged as prereqs for at least the major. 
 Third year writing course is often a prerequisite. 

 
 
Program Comparison with Similar Western Canadian Universities:  
 
 

 Thompson 
Rivers Univ. 

Mount Royal 
University 

Grant MacEwan 
university 

University of 
Saskatchewan 

University 
of Regina 

Minor 
 

 ✔  ✔ ✔ 

Ext. Minor 
 

     

Major 
 

    ✔ 

Proficiency 
certificates 
 

   ✔ ✔ 

Courses only 
 

✔  ✔   

Other 
 

Associate of 
Arts degree- 
French option 

  Honours; Double 
Honours 
 

Honours; 
Combined 
Arts and 
Education 
program. 
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Program Requirements:  
 
Mount Royal University 
 

 Minor Extended Minor Major 

Prerequisites Not clear           X      X 

Lower requirements 15 credits           X      X 

Upper requirements 9 credits           X      X 

 
 
University of Saskatchewan 
 

 Minor Extended Minor Major 

Prerequisites Recognition in French 
(certificate in 18 
credits) 

          X      X 

Lower requirements  
24 credits (18 + 6) 

          X      X 

Upper requirements           X      X 

 
 
University of Regina 
 

 Minor Extended Minor Major 

Prerequisites Pre-registration 
assessment 

          X Arts core 
requirements 

Lower requirements 12 credits           X 30 credits 

Upper requirements 6 credits           X 9 credits  

 
 
Additional Information: 
  

 Each of these universities seems to have its own program requirements and description which 
makes the comparison difficult with MOLA’s minor and major. 

 Low number of credits compared to MOLA’s. 
 Prerequisites for these programs not always clear. 
 Large choice of courses only at University of Regina. 



APPENDIX 4 – LIBRARY REPORT 

 

 

UFV Library Collection Analysis for the  
French Major Proposal, January 2013 

Prepared by Mary-Anne MacDougall, liaison 
librarian for the Modern Languages department 

 

The UFV Library has materials which support the French language and literature courses taught 

at UFV.  The collection is particularly strong in the research databases and journal titles 

available.  However, further monograph acquisitions should be made to support French oral 

communication, Francophone literature and supporting sources on mythology and folktales, 

translation and linguistics.  A bibliography of suggested titles is included at the end of this 

document. 

Four courses have been developed for the French Major program: 

FREN 342   Advanced French Oral Communication 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course focuses on oral communication in day-to-day and professional situations at 
an advanced level. Students will develop their oral proficiencies through class and group 
discussion, debates and presentations. At the same time, they will explore new 
techniques that improve fluency, creativity and efficient interactions in French. 

FREN 415   Myths, Tales and Legends in Francophone Literatures 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
Students will explore francophone literatures in a comparative perspective through the 
study of myths, tales and legends in literary texts and narratives. This course given 
entirely in French mainly focuses on traditional and contemporary literary application of 
myths, tales and legends in African, Indigenous, French and French Canadian literatures. 
Literary analyses will cover topics such as the creation of the universe and its 
component, emblematic heroic figures and the importance of social relations. 

FREN 420 French Translation and Comparative Stylistics 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
Taught entirely in French, this course provides students with the basic tools of 
comparative stylistics and translation, such as transposition, translation units, 
modulation and expansion, and improves their understanding of the nuances of French 
syntax, grammar, vocabulary and register. Students will closely examine translations of 
excerpts of different well-known texts, and will work on actual translations from French 
to English and English to French. 

FREN 430 French Applied Linguistics 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
Intended for those who wish to teach French or simply develop their knowledge of the 
structure and phonology of the French language, this course develops the student’s 
knowledge of French linguistics. This course is designed to apply linguistic theory and 
practice to the effective acquisition and refinement of French syntax, phonology, 



morphology and idiom. Students will also learn how to use linguistics as a pedagogical 
instrument to make teaching more efficacious. 

 

1. Research Database 
A number of research databases are available to support the French Major program.  Below is a selected 

list of appropriate databases. 

Database title: Description: 

Academic Search Premier Academic Search Premier is a multi-disciplinary full 
text database containing full text for more than 
4,650 journals, including more than 3,900 peer-
reviewed titles. In addition to the full text, this 
database offers indexing and abstracts for over 
8,450 journals. This scholarly collection offers 
information in nearly every area of academic 
study, including computer sciences, engineering, 
physics, chemistry, language and linguistics, arts & 
literature, medical sciences, ethnic studies, and 
more.   Made available through the ELN consortia. 

America: History & Life America: History & Life is the definitive database 
of literature covering the history and culture of the 
United States and Canada, from prehistory to the 
present.  Strong English-language journal coverage 
is balanced by an international perspective on 
topics and events, including abstracts in English of 
articles published in more than 40 languages. 
Made available through the COPPUL consortia 

Cairn CAIRN is a collection of French language 
periodicals in the social sciences and the 
humanities, provided by a number of publishers, 
teaching institutions and learned societies.  Made 
available through the CRKN consortia. 

ERIC ERIC, the Education Resource Information Center, 
provides access to education literature and 
resources. The database provides access to 
information from journals included in the Current 
Index of Journals in Education and Resources in 
Education Index. Made available through the ELN 
consortia. 

  



Erudit The Erudit platform provides access to several 
types of documents in the humanities and social 
sciences, as well as the natural science disciplines: 
academic journals, e-books, proceedings, theses 
and other documents and data. 
Erudit is a multi-institutional publishing 
consortium comprising the Universite de 
Montreal, the Universite Laval and the Universite 
du Quebec a Montreal.   Made available through 
the CRKN consortia. 

Gale Literature Resource Center Full-text scholarly articles from more than 360 
academic journals and literary magazines.  Made 
available through the ELN consortia.  

Historical Abstracts with Full Text Historical Abstracts with Full Text covers the 
history of the world (excluding the United States 
and Canada) from 1450 forward, including world 
history, military history, women's history, history 
of education, and much more. This authoritative 
database provides selective indexing of historical 
articles from more than 1,800 journals in over 40 
languages back to 1955.  Made available through 
the COPPUL consortia. 

Humanities Abstracts The database indexes, abstracts and links to the 
full text of feature articles, interviews, obituaries, 
bibliographies, original works of fiction, drama, 
and poetry, book reviews, and reviews of ballets, 
dance programs, motion pictures, musicals, 
operas, plays, radio and television programs, and 
more.   Made available through the ELN consortia.  

InteLex Past Masters This resource provides definitive editions of full 
text books or collections by seminal figures in the 
humanities and social sciences, including: Aquinas, 
Aristotle, Austen, Behn, Betham, Bronte, Calvin, 
Darwin, Dewey, Dickens, etc., in both original 
languages and English translation; including their 
published and unpublished works, articles and 
essays, and correspondence.    Made available 
through the CRKN consortia. 

  



JSTOR JSTOR is a multi-disciplinary database of archived 
scholarly journals. Subjects include: business, 
political science, philosophy, history, life sciences, 
literature, music, art history, health sciences and 
more.  Made available through the CRKN 
consortia. 

MLA International Bibliography Produced by the Modern Language Association, 
the MLA International Bibliography offers a 
detailed bibliography of journal articles, books and 
dissertations. The database dates back to the 
1920s and contains over 2.2 million citations from 
more than 4,400 journals & series, and 1,000 book 
publishers. 
Subjects consist of literature, language and 
linguistics, folklore, literary theory & criticism, 
dramatic arts, as well as the historical aspects of 
printing and publishing.  Made available through 
the ELN consortia. 

National Film Board Campus The National Film Board is Canada's public 
producer of English and French documentary films, 
animated shorts, and drama. The NFB website 
provides access to hundreds of these films in 
streaming video.  Made available through the ELN 
consortia. 

Project MUSE Project MUSE covers the fields of literature and 
criticism, history, the visual and performing arts, 
cultural studies, education, political science, 
gender studies, economics, and many others. 
Made available through the ELN consortia. 

Theses Canada Portal Full text Canadian theses and dissertations 
published from 1998 onwards. As of 2008 there 
are approximately 300,000 theses and 
dissertations on microform in Library and Archives 
Canada's collection. Of these approximately 
50,000 are also available electronically.  Openly 
available. 

 

2.  Journal Holdings 

The library currently has a collection of approximately 70,000 electronic and print journals. The titles 

below relate specifically to French language learning, linguistics, literature and culture For a complete 

list, see the UFV Journals List at http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse  

http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse


Journal title Holdings & Access Google Scholar 
Metrics Ranking for 
French Studies1 

French Forum Periodicals Archive Online. Collection 5 - Chadwyck 
Healey/Proquest: fulltext 1976-01-01 - 1995-12-31 
Project Muse Premium - Project Muse: fulltext 2001-
09-01 (v.26 i.1) - 
Literature Resource Center - Gale IV: fulltext 2001-01-
01 - 
JSTOR - Arts & Sciences VIII Collection - JSTOR: fulltext 
1976-01-01 (v.1 i.1) - 2007-10-01 (v.32 i.3) 

15 

Études littéraires CRKN Erudit Scholarly Journals - Erudit: fulltext 1968-
01-01 (v.1 i.1) - 

 

French Review JSTOR - Arts & Sciences III Collection - JSTOR: fulltext 
1927-11-01 (v.1 i.1) - 2007-12-01 (v.81 i.2) 

12 

French Review. 
Special Issue 

JSTOR - Arts & Sciences III Collection - JSTOR: fulltext 
1970-01-01 (i.1) - 1982-07-01 (i.7) 

 

French Studies CRKN Oxford Journals Online - Oxford University Press 
CRKN: fulltext 1996-01-01 (v.50 i.1) - 
Project Muse Premium - Project Muse: fulltext 2006-
01-01 (v.60 i.31) - 

8 

French Studies 
Bulletin 

CRKN Oxford Journals Online - Oxford University Press 
CRKN: fulltext 1996-01-01 (v.17 i.58) - 

 

Journal of French 
Language Studies 

Cambridge Journals Online - Cambridge University 
Press: fulltext 2000-03-01 (v.10 i.01) - 

1 

Langue Française CAIRN - Bouquet General - CAIRN: fulltext 2004-01-01 
(i.144) - 

 

Papers on French 
seventeenth century 
literature 

Literature Resource Center - Gale IV: fulltext 2007-01-
01 - 

 

Revue d'histoire 
littéraire de la 
France 

JSTOR - Arts & Sciences VIII Collection - JSTOR: fulltext 
1894-01-01 (v.1 i.1) - 2005-10-01 (v.105 i.4) 
CAIRN - Bouquet General - CAIRN: fulltext 2001-01-01 
(v.101 i.1) - 
C 

 

Langages CAIRN - Bouquet General - CAIRN: fulltext 2004-01-01 
(i.153) - 

 

Acadiensis CRKN Erudit Scholarly Journals - Erudit: fulltext 1971-
01-01 (v.1 i.1) - 
America: History and Life; with Full Text - EBSCO: 
fulltext 2011-01-01 - 
JSTOR - Arts & Sciences VIII Collection - JSTOR: fulltext 
1971-10-01 (v.1 i.1) - 2009-07-01 (v.38 i.2) 
UFV Print Journal Holdings: in print PERIODICAL 

 

                                                           
1
 French Studies is a much broader topic area than French language studies.  Google Scholar Metrics Ranking is a 

metric of popularity.  Please go to this link for the complete list: 
http://scholar.google.ca/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en&vq=hum_frenchstudies    

http://scholar.google.ca/citations?view_op=top_venues&hl=en&vq=hum_frenchstudies


Chilliwack print Fall 1971-; PERIODICAL Chilliwack print 
Index 1971-1991 

Études françaises CRKN Erudit Scholarly Journals - Erudit: fulltext 1965-
01-01 (v.1 i.1) - 

 

L’Annuaire théâtral : 
revue québécoise 
d’études theatrales 

ERUDIT Cultural Magazines - Free Back Issues - Erudit: 
fulltext 1985-01-01 (i.1) - 2009-12-31 
CRKN Erudit Scholarly Journals - Erudit: fulltext 1985-
01-01 (i.1) - 

 

Studies in Canadian 
literature 

CRKN Erudit Scholarly Journals - Erudit: fulltext 1976-
01-01 (v.1 i.1) - 
OJS Open Access titles - Public Knowledge Project: 
fulltext 1976-01-01 (v.1 i.1) - (60 months embargo) 
CBCA Complete - New ProQuest: fulltext 1995-01-01 - 
2002-01-01 
Open Access Journals - Simon Fraser University: fulltext 
1976-01-01 (v.1 i.1) - (60 months embargo) 
UFV Print Journal Holdings: in print PERIODICAL 
Chilliwack print 1992- 

 

Theatre history in 
Canada = Histoire du 
théâtre au Canada 

CRKN Erudit Scholarly Journals - Erudit: fulltext 1980-
01-01 (v.1 i.1) - 1991-12-31 (v.12 i.2) 
UFV Print Journal Holdings: in print PERIODICAL 
Chilliwack print 1992- 
UFV Print Journal Holdings: in print PERIODICAL 
Chilliwack print April 1980-1991 

 

 

Other broader UFV journal subject lists, with a total number at the time of compilation of this 

report: 

Language and Literature = total 558 titles 

http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=subject&search_terms=Language%20

and%20Literature 

CRKN Erudit Scholarly Journals = total 75 titles 

http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=association&search_terms=CRKN%20

Erudit%20Scholarly%20Journals&start_record=0 

Literature  = total 159  titles 

http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=subject&search_terms=Literature 

French (published in French) = total 288 titles 

http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/bytags/french?level=50  

  

http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=subject&search_terms=Language%20and%20Literature
http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=subject&search_terms=Language%20and%20Literature
http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=association&search_terms=CRKN%20Erudit%20Scholarly%20Journals&start_record=0
http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=association&search_terms=CRKN%20Erudit%20Scholarly%20Journals&start_record=0
http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/journals?browse_field=subject&search_terms=Literature
http://cufts2.lib.sfu.ca/CJDB/BCLF/browse/bytags/french?level=50


3. Materials in the UFV library’s catalogue: 

Library of Congress Subject Heading2 Collection holdings 

French language DVDs inc. documentaries and feature films 69 

French language Textbooks for foreign speakers English 51 

French language Grammar. 64 

French language Syntax 9 

French language Morphology 4 

French language Sound recordings for English speakers 2 

French language Spoken French. 13 

French language Written French 4 

French language Variation 8 

French language Dialects 9 

French Dictionaries - English 61 

French literature French-speaking countries 3 

North African Literature 7 

West Indian literature (French) 1 

French-Canadian literature Québec (Province) History and criticism 5 

French literature Foreign countries History and criticism 4 

Tales--Québec (Province)--History and criticism 1 

French language Translating into English 9 

French Language - History 30 

 

E-Books 

The library collection now contains more than 74,000 electronic books from Netlibrary (Ebsco), ebrary, 

and MyiLibrary These items are not assigned call numbers and therefore are not represented in the 

totals above.  However, a number of these titles are applicable to the following general topics3: 

French Language...................................... 134 
French Literature ..................................... 269 

 

Reference Collection holdings  

The library’s print reference collection offers a number of resources to support courses in this program, 

including these recent acquisitions and classic reference titles: 

Print Title  Call number 

101 French idioms PC 2460 C379 2009 - AB 

Dictionnaire étymologique de la langue française PC 2580 B56 2008 - AB 

Dictionnaire des expressions et locutions PC 2689 R49 2007 - AB 

Difficultés expliquées du français-- : for English PC 2112 V46 2004 - AB 

                                                           
2
 Includes books, videos, and other materials listed in the UFV Library Catalogue 

3
 Since items do not have call numbers, the numbers here are estimates based on keyword searches of the UFV 

Library Catalogue. 



speakers 

Le Robert & Collins senior dictionnaire francais-
anglais, anglais-francais 5. ed. 

PC 2640 C65 1998 - AB 

Dictionnaire des proverbes anglais-français, 
français-anglais 

PN 6404 D52 1998 – AB & CH 

French fun : the real spoken language of Quebec PC 3637 T56 1995 – AB & CH 

The New Oxford companion to literature in French  PQ 41 N48 1995 - AB 

Grand dictionnaire fran[s]cais-anglais, anglais-
fran[s] cais = French-English, English-French 
dictionary 

PC 2640 G68 1993 – AB & CH 

Dictionary of literary biography – various volumes 
on French literature, authors and genres 

PN… 

Bibliography of criticism on English and French 
literary translations in Canada : 1950-1986, 
annotated 

PS 8061 M49 1988 - AB 

 

This collection is complemented by our subscription to quality electronic reference sources such as 

Oxford Reference Online Premium and Gale Virtual Reference Library, which provide 24/7 access to a 

growing collection of several hundred electronic subject-specialized encyclopedias from prestigious 

academic publishers including Greenwood, Elsevier, MacMillan, Oxford, and Gale.   In addition, Sage 

Reference Online was added to the collection in spring of 2011.  This collection includes hundreds of 

Sage handbooks and encyclopedias, providing detailed, authorative background information in the social 

sciences and humanities.  Recently in the summer of 2012, UFV library licensed Blackwell Reference 

Online which is particularly strong in covering the humanities as well as social science topics. 

Inter-library loan 

If an item is not available from the UFV Library, students and faculty may request it from another library.  
Students, library staff and faculty have access to the Library and Archives Canada (LAC) library database 
called Amicus which is available to search in both English and French, as well as the Bibliothèque 
Nationale de France.  Both library catalogues will provide information about titles for inter-library loan 
as well as to aid in collection development. 

  

http://198.162.102.2/uhtbin/cgisirsi/DirB2HRnKr/ABBOTSFORD/111010022/2/16
http://198.162.102.2/uhtbin/cgisirsi/DirB2HRnKr/ABBOTSFORD/111010022/2/16
http://198.162.102.2/uhtbin/cgisirsi/GzO8XvqmQM/ABBOTSFORD/111010022/18/X650/XSUBJECT/French+literature+Dictionaries.


Suggested titles to purchase for the library’s collection: 

Title Author Publisher ISBN 
Dictionnaire historique, thématique 
et technique des littératures. 

 Paris: Larousse, 1985-1986.  

Ecrivains de langue française: 
Afrique noire, Maghreb, Caraïbes, 
océan Indien. 

 Notre Librairie 82 (1986).  

Littératures ultra marines de langue 
française: Négro-africaine, antillaise, 
québécoise, franco-américaine, 
comparées: Genèse et jeunesse. 

GENO, Thomas 
H., and Roy 
Julow, eds. 

Sherbrooke, Qué.: Ed. 
Naaman, 1974. 

 

 

Littératures nationales d'écriture 
française: Afrique noire, Caraïbes, 
océan Indien: Histoire littéraire et 
anthologie. 

ROUCH, Alain, 
and Gérard 
Clavreuil. 

Paris: Bordas, 1986. 

 
 

Histoire comparée des littératures 
francophones 

VIATTE, 
Auguste. 

Paris: Nathan, 1981. 

 
 

Etudes sur la littérature antillaise. ANDRE, 
Jacques. 

Paris: Ed. Caribéennes, 
1981. 

 

 

African Literature in French: A 
History of Creative Writing in French 
from West and Equatorial Africa. 

BLAIR, Dorothy 
S. 

New York: Cambridge 
University Press, 1976. 

 

 

                                
                        

 onaire 
 ern nde , 
 ar a  uisa  
 

[Limoges] :Lambert-
Lucas,c2009. 
 

9782359350012 (pbk.)  

 

                              
                                       

Pierre,   on  
 

Paris :A. Colin,c2009. 
 

9782200353315 (pbk.) 

                                  
                      

 Bruxelles :P.I.E. Peter 
Lang,c2008 

9789052014999 (pbk.) 

French dislocation :interpretation, 
syntax, acquisition 

 e  at,   cile  Oxford [England] ;New York 
:Oxford University Press 
Inc.,2007. 
 

9780199230471 (alk. 
paper) 

 The syntax of French Rowlett, Paul Cambridge, UK ;New York 
:Cambridge University 
Press,2007 

9780521542999 (pbk.) 
 

                             
syntaxique d'un corpus oral recueilli 
au Nouveau-Brunswick, Canada 

 iesmath, 
 apha le  
 

Paris :L'Harmattan,c2006. 9782296002883 
 

                           
                                     

 Paris :Harmattan,c2009. 9782296092785 (pbk.)  

                              
                                       

Pierre,   on  Paris :A. Colin,c2009. 
 

9782200353315 (pbk.) 

                                      
                                  

 ardi re,   es  Paris :Harmattan,c2009. 
 

9782296106277 (pbk.) 

A comprehensive French grammar Price, Glanville Malden, MA ;Oxford 
:Blackwell Pub.,2008. 

9781405153850 (pbk. : 
alk. paper) 
 



                              
                                   
des corpus 

 Berne ;New York :Peter 
Lang,c2008 

9783039115044 (pbk.) 

                                     
                              
Bernard Combettes 

 Berne ;New York :Peter 
Lang,c2008 

9783039114580 (pbk.) 
 

                           
         

Tellier, Christine     ontr al   Presses de 
l  ni ersit  de 
 ontr al,      
 

2760620069 
 

                            
                            
                            
francophonie 

Dassi, M. 
 

 Muenchen :Lincom 
Europa,2006 

3895869872 (pbk.) 
 

Etudes de linguistique contrastive  Paris  Presses de l  ni ersit  
Paris-Sorbonne,2006. 
 

9782840504610 
 

                                
                                    

Richard, Jean-
Jacques. 

 en  e   lat ine,     9782051020084 
 

A systemic functional grammar of 
French from grammar to discourse 

Caffarel, Alice. London ;New York 
:Continuum,2006. 
 

Ebrary 

                                 
          

  guin,  ean, Saint-Constant, Qc 
:Broquet,c2008. 
 

 9782890009622 

La communication interalloglotte 
:communiquer dans la langue cible 
commune 

Behrent, Sigrid. Paris :L'Harmattan,c2007 9782296041448 (pbk.) 

                                      
                       

Zotti, Valeria Fasano [Italie] 
:Schena,c2007 

9788882297398 (pbk.) 
 

Harrap's a sound approach to French 
grammar 

Foster, David. Edinburgh :Harrap,2007. 9780245607875 (pbk.) 
 

                             
syntaxique d'un corpus oral recueilli 
au Nouveau-Brunswick, Canada 

 iesmath, 
 apha le 

Paris :L'Harmattan,c2006 9782296002883 

Oral narration in modern French :a 
linguistic analysis of temporal 
patterns 

Carruthers, 
Janice, 

London, U.K. :Legenda,2005. 
 

9781904713111 
 

                            
                            

 Berne ;New York :P. 
Lang,c2004 

3906770893 
 

Colloquial French 2the next step in 
language learning 

Broady, Elspeth London ;New York 
:Routledge,2003. 

MyiLibrary 

                                
               

Lacheret-
Dujour, Anne. 
 

Leuven :Peeters,2003 9042914149 (Peeters 
Leuven) 
 

                    francographie 
africaine :(de l'influence de la 
socioculture) 

Dassi, M. Muenchen :LINCOM 
Europa,2008. 

9783895868887 
 

                        
francophonies 

 Pessac :Presses 
universitaires de 
Bordeaux,c2012. 

9782867817144 (pbk.) 

  



            francophone et 
mondialisation 

 eld achter, 
Nad ge 

Paris :Karthala,c2012 9782811106867 (pbk.) 

                           
                                 
                                 
                      

Chaulet-Achour, 
Christiane 

Paris :Champion,2010. 
 

9782745321268 (pbk.) 

Francophone women :between 
visibility and invisibility 

 New York :Peter Lang,c2010. 
 

9781433108037 (alk. 
paper) 
 

                          
                               

Combe, 
Dominique. 
 

Paris :Presses universitaires 
de France,2010 

 9782130568452 (pbk.) 

           -                     
                                  

 Paris :Harmattan,c2009 9782296101241 (pbk.) 

Redefining the real :the fantastic in 
contemporary French and 
Francophone women's writing 

 Oxford ;New York :Peter 
Lang,c2009. 

9783039115679 (alk. 
paper) 

                                
urbaine 

Demers, Jeanne  ontr al   u bec 
 m ri ue,c     

2764403615 

                                 
         

 i i re,  yl ain Notre-Dame-des-Neiges, 
 u bec   ditions Trois-
Pistoles,2005 

9782895831143 (v. 1) 
                 
9782895831792 (v. 2) 
 

                              
Saguenay-Lac-Saint-Jean 

 Paroisse Notre- ame-des-
Neiges   u bec   Trois-
pistoles,c2004. 
 

2895830878 
 

Contes,                          -du-
Fleuve 

  Trois-Pistoles,  u bec  
  ditions Trois-
Pistoles,c2003- 

9782895831808 (v. 1) 

                    Dupont, Jean 
Claude 

 u bec   ditions Nota 
bene,2002. 

2895180873 
 

                              -     
forgeron            -fils Bouscotte 

 Trois-Pistoles   u bec  
  ditions Trois-Pistoles,1998 

292189856X 

Que le diable l'emporte! :contes du 
Canada francophone 

  ontr al   urtubise 
HMH,1997. 

2894282036 
 

Mythical Mufferaw :more 
adventures of Joe Mufferaw and his 
friends Fast Eagle, Broadaxe the 
Moose, Barrum the Frog and Bucky 
the Beaver 

Bedore, Bernie Kingston, Ont. :Quarry 
Press,c1994. 
 

1550820877 : 
 

                                
                                    

Lappin-Fortin, 
Kerry, 

Toronto [Ont.] :Canadian 
Scholar's Press,c2010 

9781551304434 
(electronic bk.) 
 

                                 
                                     
pourquoi? 

 orona,  en   Torino :Harmattan Italia 
;Paris :Harmattan,c2009. 
 

9782296093942 (pbk.) 
(France) : 
 

                                       
or, Lessons on the French translation 

Rochmondet, G. 
M. de. 

  tta a,  nt    Presses de 
l  ni ersit  d  tta a,     

9782760318755 
(electronic bk.) 
 

                                     
                l'aspect au temps 

 ardi re,   es  
 

Paris :Harmattan,c2009 9782296106277 (pbk.) 



Le traducteur averti :pour des 
traductions idiomatiques 

 a all e, 
 ran ois, 

 rossard,  u bec 
:Linguatech,c2005 

2920342487 

Culture in transit :translating the 
literature of Quebec 

  ontreal    hicule 
Press,1995 

1550650602 

 

 

Prepared by Mary-Anne MacDougall, M.L.S. 

Liaison librarian to the Modern Languages Department 

January 2013 



APPENDIX 6 – DATA ON STUDENT DEMAND FOR FRENCH MAJOR 
 
Is the proposed Major viable in terms of student demand? 
How many students do you expect will enroll in a French Major if such a program were to be 
offered? 
 
This appendix offers important data with regards to the student demand for the French 
program: (All data provided by UFV Institutional Research in 2012) 

 Since 2006, MOLA has delivered 26 Intermediate Proficiency Certificates, 32 Advanced 

Proficiency Certificates, 38 Minors and 23 Extended Minors, for a total of 119 

credentials. 

 Table 1 reveals an increase in total French enrollments of  34 % between 2007 and 2011 

 Table 3 shows that there has been an increase in FTE enrollments of 33.9% between 

2007 and 2011, rising from 48.9 in 2007 to 65.5 in 2011. 

 In 2011, there were 56 students enrolled in a French Minor (16 students) or Extended 

Minor (40 students) (Table 5). This represents an increase of 47.4% in total enrollment 

in French degree credentials between 2007 and 2011. 

 This Winter 2013 semester, all third-year courses are full or over-full with class 

maximums of 26. 

 Since the major will only require 3 more courses than the Extended Minor, it is 

reasonable to assume that many of the 40 students pursuing an Extended Minor will 

continue on to the complete the proposed major.  

 
Table 1: French Enrollments 

 

French 
Enrollments 

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 

100 level 208 209 189 213 267 

200 level 180 160 188 213 253 

300 level  74   77  96 92 103 

Total 462 446 473 518 623 

 

 Increase in French enrollments  at 100 level of   28.4%  between 2007 and 2011 

 Increase in French enrollments  at 200 level of  40.6%  between 2007 and 2011 

 Increase in French enrollments at 300 level of   39.2%  between 2007 and 2011  

 Increase in total French enrollments of   34 %  between 2007 and 2011 

 
 
 
 



Table 2: French Enrollment in numbers/ class 
 

French Enrollment 
numbers /class 

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 

100 level 23.1 26.1 23.6 26.6 24.3 

200 level 18 16 18.8 21.3 25.3 

300 level 14.8 19.3 24 18.4 20.6 

 

 Increase in French enrollment numbers per class for 100 level:  5% between 2007 and 2011 

 Increase in French enrollment numbers per class for 200 level: 38.8% between 2007 and 
2011 

 Increase in  French enrollment numbers per class for 300 level:    39% between 2007 and 
2011 

 
Table 3:  FTE Enrollments 
 

FTE 
Enrollments 

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 

 48.9 48.7 55 54.8 65.5 

 

 Increase  in FTE enrollments of    33.9%   between 2007 and 2011 
 
Table 4:  FTE Enrollments by level 
 

FTE Enrollments by 
level 

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 

100 level 20.7 22.2 21.4 21.2 25.3 

200 level 18.1 16.3 20.3 21.2 26.4 

300 level 10.1 10.2 13.3 12.4 13.7 

  

 Increase in FTE Enrollments at 100 level of  22.2%  between 2007 and 2011 

 Increase in FTE Enrollments at 200 level of  45.9% between 2007 and 2011 

 Increase in FTE Enrollments at 300 level of  35.6%  between 2007 and 2011 

 
Table 5:  Students enrolled in French Extended Minor or French Minor: 
 

Students 
Enrolled in: 

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 

French Ext. 
Minor 

30 17 25 32 40 

French Minor 8 24 22 16 16 

Total 38 41 47 48 56 

 

 Increase of   47.4  % in total enrollment in French degree credentials between 2007 and 
2011 

 



Observation: Since the major will only require 3 more courses than the Extended Minor,  it can 
be assumed that many of the 40 students pursuing an Ext. Minor will continue on to the major.   
 
Table 6:  Total number of French graduates per year 
 

Total # of French 
graduates 

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 

Advanced 
Proficiency 
Certificate 

6 4 9 6 2 

Int. Proficiency 
Certificate 

6 3 4 4 4 

Degree Credential 
French Extended 
Minor 

2 2 2 13 4 

Degree Credential 
French Minor 

8 5 4 6 4 

 
 
Table 7: Fill rates per level in %  
 

Fill rates per 
level in % 

2007-2008 2008-2009 2009-2010 2010-2011 2011-2012 Average 
per level 

100 86.4 93.3 85.5 102.4 93.5 88.9 

200 70.5 60.6 72.3 81.9 97.3 71.6 

300 66.6 74 87.5 69.8 77.9 76.3 

Average 75.7 74.9 79.9 86.4 91.9 79 

 

 Increase of  2.89% in fill rates at 100 level between 2007 and 2011  

 Increase of  1.5 %  in fill rates at 200 level between 2007 and 2011  

 Increase of  14.6%  in fill rates at 300 level between 2007 and 2011 

 
Observation:  Most significant increase in fill rates at 300 level 
 
Interest in French Major Information collected from student surveys 
 
1. Graduate  Surveys:  

If a Major in French had been available when you were studying at UFV, would you have 
chosen it? 
Yes 54% 
No   18% 
Not applicable  27% 

 
2. Non-program students:  

Q 4a: Please specify a major you are considering:  French 12 / 101  
 
3. Program Students:  



Q 13: Reasons for choosing or not choosing a French major 

a. increasingly interconnected world.  Having more than one language (especially French in 
Canada) can only help with employment prospects 

b. I would choose it if the option were available 

c. At the moment, I plan to go to another University to finish my major.  However, if UFV 
were to offer one, that would be great, and I would definitely stay. 

d. To help with a future teaching career  (2 comments) 

e. For many years I have been planning to do a French Major 

f. If there was a major program implemented at UV, I would most likely complete a double 
major (as French as the other major). 

g.  I would like to work for the federal government and a french major would improve both 
my fluency and knowledge of the language overall 

h. Too late for me now (4 comments) 

i. A major sounds like a more efficient, simpler option than choosing two 
minors/extended minors, one of which I might not want. 

j. Please get the French major already, we all want it, we are all just waiting for it to come 
to ufv so we can hurry up and graduate with a French major!  It’s embarrassing that a 
Canadian university this size doesn’t have a French major or any other language minors. 

 
Q 16: Please briefly indicate your career goals in the space provided below:  (24 replies) 

1. Teach secondary school 2 comments 

2. Teach elementary school /middle school 3 

3. Government or teaching 

4. French teacher  2 comments 

5. 4 potential aspirations – teacher-government position – translation work – tourism 

6. Global development with Canadian government- 2 comments 

7. Teaching elementary school French immersion 

8. Apply for the PDP in French at SFU to become a French teacher in an immersion high 
school 

9. Teacher 2 comments 

10. 10 Get masters in psychology and then work for the government.  French will be a very 
beneficial asset. 

11.  Field involving both French and writing 

 

 



APPENDIX 7 – COMMON THEMES RELATED TO FRENCH FROM MOLA STUDENT SURVEYS 

Student Surveys 2012-2013 

As part of UFV’s External Review process, the Modern Languages Institute underwent a departmental 

review in 2012-2013.  Student surveys are an integral part of this process.   

The surveys were sent out to all students either taking any one of MOLA’s eight languages, or having 

taken one in the last 5 years.  The tables below concern information gleaned from the surveys which 

apply, to the extent that it was possible to do so, specifically to French. The complete student surveys 

can be viewed here. 

Surveys were conducted via the internet over a three and a half week period during the fall semester 

2012. Responses were voluntary.  Students were given an incentive to respond in the form of a 

randomly-drawn cash prize, they received a reminder half-way through to encourage those who had not 

responded to do so, and the deadline for the original two week period was extended by 10 days in order 

to enable more students to reply.  Instructors reminded students in class several times to fill out the 

survey, but these reminders could only reach the first and second cohorts who were still taking classes 

at UFV. 

Three different groups of students were targeted: 

MOLA Course-Based Student Survey 

 Targeted students who are presently taking at least one MOLA course or who have taken a 

language course within the last five years. 

MOLA Program Student Survey 

 Targeted students who are enrolled in the French minor or extended minor. These are the only 

students who enroll in their program before graduating.  

 Note: Certificate students do not enroll in a program; they simply apply to receive their 

certificate once they have completed all the required courses. 

MOLA Undergraduate Graduates 

 Targeted students who have completed their studies at UFV, and have obtained an Intermediate 

Proficiency Certificate, an Advanced Proficiency Certificate, a French minor or a French extended 

minor. 

Note regarding validity of data from Student Surveys 

Since non-program students are composed of those who have taken at least one MOLA course within 

the last five years, and those students may be referring to courses they took even longer ago, some of 

their comments relate to situations which have long since changed within the department.   

Moreover, non-program students may be taking or have taken courses in any one of our 8 languages, 

but their comments did not always specify clearly to which language they were referring.  

http://www.ufv.ca/mola/studentsurveys


Students who have graduated may no longer be using their UFV e-mail address, and those who can be 

contacted may not be representative of the entire group of graduates.  31% of the 22 respondents to 

the Graduate survey graduated in 20081 and many of those would be referring to courses and situations 

having taken place several years before, and which have changed since. 

Finally, the non-program surveys reveal that, on an average, 80% of non-program students had only 

completed 1 – 10 credits in the language studied, so their comments must be generally viewed through 

the lens of a beginner to an advanced-beginner student. 

Common Themes Relating to the French Program 

French Program Strengths: 

 

French Program Weaknesses: 

 Non-Program students 
N= 419 

Program Students 
N =28 

Graduates 
N= 22/ of whom 14 in 
French 

Need more oral 
practice 

2 3 5 

Variety of courses 0 0 2 

                                                           
1
 MOLA Graduate Students Survey, Question #2. 

 Non-Program students 
N= 419 

Program Students 
N =28 

Graduates 
N= 22/ of whom 14 in 
French 

Small class sizes 1 0 7 

Variety of courses 0 0 4 

Cohort feeling created 
good student 
community 

0 0 2 

Faculty Approachable (2); 
amazing/wonderful(3); 
very helpful (7); 
knowledgeable (3); 
explain assignments 
thoroughly (2); 
understand needs of 
students (2) 

Helpful, knowledgeable 
(2); Could not find better 
teachers anywhere; 
incredible; excellent 

Amazing; extremely 
positive; fantastic; 
wonderful; best part of 
UFV; different origins help 
understand different 
groups of French people 

Seminar instructor 3 Helpful; knowledgeable 0 

includes culture 0 3 0 

Can8 4 0 0 

Good amount of 
“forced” class 
participation 

1 0 0 



No major 1 2 4 

Faculty 0 0 1 

Course availability 0 2 0 

Can8  5 1 0 

Class size (too large for 
a language class) 

3 2 0 

Lack of choice at 300 
level 

0 1 0 

Courses too time 
consuming 

2 
 

0 0 

Conversation level of 
French immersion 
students higher than 
others – even though 
my grammar level was 
higher 

1 0 0 

Expectations too high 2 0 0 

 

New Course Suggestions: 

 Non-Program students 
N= 419 

Program Students 
N =28 

Graduates 
N= 22/ of whom 14 in 
French 

Class focusing solely on 
Quebec and French in 
Canada 

0 4 0 

Intermediate course 
between 102 and 215 

0 2 0 

Translation course 0 1 0 

Politics in francophone 
countries 

0 1 0 

 

Suggestions for Improvement: 

Non-Program students 
N= 419 

Program Students 
N =28 

Graduates 
N= 22/ of whom 14 in 
French 

Need French major (14) All written work should be 
edited by instructor 

n/a 

Would love to see a tutor 
room like they have in 
Biology 

More conversation in all 
classes 

n/a 

 



 
 
 
 

SBC MEMORANDUM 
 

SBC Chair: 
Phone:  

 
SBC Assistant: 

Phone: 

Jackie Hogan 
4676 
 
Kasey Merritt 
4526 

 
TO: Dr. E. Davis, APPC Chair 

FROM: Jackie Hogan, Senate Budget Committee Chair  

DATE: October 1, 2013 

RE: Bachelor of Arts, French Major 

 

At its October 1, 2013 meeting, the Senate Budget Committee reviewed the Bachelor of Arts, 
French Major Program proposal and confirms the cost of implementation is adequately 
reflected in the analysis. 



       MEMO 
 

 

 

To: Senate Budget Committee (SBC) 

From: Betty-Joan Traverse (Chair, French Major Program Working Group) 

Date: September 17th 2013  

Re: BA, French Major – New Program  

Please accept the attached Budget Analysis (Template A) and Program Costing (Template B) for the 
proposed BA, French Major program for review by the UFV Senate Budget Committee. The proposed 
credential is for a French Major within the Bachelor of Arts Degree. The program will be offered by the 
Modern Languages Institute, housed within the College of Arts. The anticipated implementation date 
is September 2014. 
 
The proposal has gone through Campus – Wide – Consultation and has been approved by College of 
Arts Council on May 24th 2013 and sent to UEC for review at the September 27th meeting. 
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UFV SENATE BUDGET COMMITTEE 
Budget Analysis 

Part A – Budget & Resources Review 

 

Program Title:  Major in French  

Originating Faculty(s) & Department(s): College of Arts, Modern Languages Department 

Contact Person: Dean, Dr. Jacqueline Nolte 

 

1) Provide the program outline of the required new and existing courses by semester; include details 
of course credits, contact hours and class size restrictions. 

 
The Major in French within the Bachelor of Arts will begin in September 2014. It will be a 
continuation of the French Minor and Extended Minor programs that have been operating 
successfully at UFV for almost a decade. The Major in French will require in total 18 Lower Level 
French credits, plus 3 credits in Linguistics 101, as well as 32 Upper Level French credits. The latter 
must include three four-credit courses at the 400 level, each of which involve 60 contact hours. 
Classes are restricted to 28 students. These three 400-level courses are the only ones that will 
require new funding, in the form of three sessional positions. All other courses needed for the 
degree program currently exist. 

The curriculum requirements of the program are detailed in the table below: 

Semester Year 1 Cr. Year 2 Cr. Year 3 Cr. Year 4 Cr. 
Fall FREN 215 or 230  

FREN 216  
3 
3 

FREN 245 
FREN 325 

3 
4 

FREN 319 
FREN 342 

4 
4 

FREN 415* 4 

Winter FREN 219 
LING 101 

3 
3 

FREN 225 
FREN 242 

3 
3 

FREN 315 
FREN 345 

4 
4 

FREN 420* 
FREN 430* 

4 
4 

*requires additional funding 
 

2) a. Describe the space and equipment needs for the program (classrooms, computer labs, special 
software, other equipment). b. If the resources are not currently available, describe in detail what 
additional resources are needed, and what they will cost. 
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One additional e-classroom with a 28-student capacity at the Abbotsford campus will be required 
for the Major in the first semester of the Major’s implementation, then one more additional e-
classroom (also 28-student capacity in Abbotsford) will be required in the following semester, for a 
total of two extra classrooms required per semester in subsequent  years.  These 4 credit courses 
will be scheduled either in two two-hour blocks or one four hour block per week. No further 
resources, computer labs or special equipment will be needed. 

 
3) a. Does the program require additional faculty and staff (include support courses, more frequent 

offerings of existing courses, technical help, program administration, advising)? b. what effect will 
the program have on existing faculty and staff? 

 
This program consists of courses which are already offered at UFV, with the exception of the three 
fourth-year courses. Present faculty are able to teach all these new courses, but sessional 
instructors (one for the first semester of the Major’s implementation, and two  for the semesters 
afterwards) will be required in order to offer the lower-level French courses presently taught by our 
faculty.  
 
There will be no need for an increase in departmental assistance or in Educational Language Tech 
time. 
 

4) What effect will this program have on domestic FTE at UFV?  Are new FTE expected to be 
generated or will the program be an alternate choice to existing domestic students? 

 
Since UFV will be the only institution to offer a Major in French outside of the three large 
universities in the expensive urban areas of Vancouver and Victoria, and due to the Fraser Valley’s 
lower cost of living and UFV’s lower tuition, it is expected that this program will attract new students 
from outside the Lower Mainland who wish to obtain a French Major.  
 

5) What is the expected demand for the program by both domestic and international students (initial 
demand and ongoing)? 

 
The number of students currently enrolled in the French Minor and Extended Minors, as of Fall 
2013, has increased since 2011-12. In 2011, there were 16 students enrolled in the French Minor 
and 40 in the Extended Minor, for a total of 56; there has been a significant increase over the last 
two years, and currently 26 students have declared a French Minor and 46 students an Extended 
Minors, for a total of 72. Since the major will only require 3 more courses than the Extended Minor, 
it is reasonable to assume that approximately 25 of the 46 students pursuing an Extended Minor will 
continue on to complete the proposed major.   

 
UFV’s Teacher Education Program has recently proposed a Secondary Program with an 
implementation date of June 2014. In its proposal, the program notes that “Current literature in 
teacher education also calls for greater preparation in areas of context-based practice” (UFV 
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Teacher Education Secondary Program Proposal Package, p. 3). The introduction of the Secondary 
program will increase student demand for higher level French courses. In turn, this more specialized 
training will make our TEP graduates eligible for the many teaching positions requiring knowledge of 
French, as reflected in the career opportunities posted on http://www.makeafuture.ca  

 
Although a small number of International students take courses in the French program, it is not 
expected that the major will generate large revenue from International Students. 
 

6) What is the tuition rate for the program and how does it compare with other institutions offering 
similar programs? 

 
The tuition rate is that of a typical program in the College of Arts at UFV; this is lower than any of the 
three other institutions in BC offering the French Major (See comparative data on tuition rates 
below). 

Tuition Rates at Comparator Institutions 

 Cost per 
Credit/Unit 

Lower Level 
Course 
Tuition 

Lower Level 
Credits/ 
Units 

Lower-level 
Tuition 

Upper Level 
Course 
Tuition 

Upper level 
Credits/ 
Units 

Upper-level 
Tuition 

Total Tuition 

UFV $131.37  $394.11 21 $2,758.77 $525.48 32 $4,203.84 $6,962.61 

UBC $159.81  $479.43 18 $2,876.58 $479.43 30 $4,794.30 $7,670.88 

UVIC $337.20  $505.50 9 $3,034.80 $505.50 15 $5,058.00 $8,092.80 

SFU $170.50  $511.50 18 $3,069.00 $511.50 30 $5,115.00 $8,184.00 

 
*Excludes prep courses (assumes min. Grade 12 level) 
**Cost per credit/unit is tuition only (excludes ancillary fees) 
 

7) How cost effective is the program?  How does it use resources effectively? 
 

French courses currently offered as part of the Minor and Extended Minor are fully enrolled, and 
similar maximization of resources is expected for the Major. (See appendix A) Given the increasing 
number of Minor and Extended Minor students, as well as the 94% fill-rate in classes leading to 
these qualifications, it is clear that these programs are effective and responding to student demand. 
There are no significant costs involved in the French Major, since it only involves three new sessional 
positions.  
 

8) Other comments? 
To balance the cost of offering a French Major, existing French classes are projected to increase 
class maximum from 26 to 28, and it is expected that they will assume a continued favourable fill 

http://www.makeafuture.ca/
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rate of 90%. The number of sections affected is based on fiscal 12/13 French offerings of 3 and 4 
credit courses (as detailed in appendix A, Table 1). 
 
The student survey for the 2012/2013 External Program Review shows that many students who did 
not complete their BA at UFV would have chosen to stay at UFV had the French Major been offered. 
It is thus reasonable to assume that there will be a net increase in upper-level Arts   enrollments 
when the French Major is approved. 

Appendix A 

Table 1. FRENCH Registrations and Fill Rates  
by Fiscal Year,Term and Section 

 *Labs, Independent Studies and Challenges not included 

 Fiscal 
Year 

 
Term 

 
Course 

 
Section 

Number  
of Seats 

Number  
of Sections 

 
Registrations 

Fill 
Rate 

2012-13 201205 FREN-100 AB1 26 1 22 84.6% 

2012-13 201205 FREN-101 AB1 26 1 17 65.4% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-100 AB1 26 1 25 96.2% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-100 AB2 26 1 20 76.9% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-101 AB1 26 1 25 96.2% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-102 AB1 26 1 27 103.8% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-215 AB1 26 1 31 119.2% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-216 AB1 26 1 28 107.7% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-219 AB1 26 1 29 111.5% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-230 AB1 26 1 23 88.5% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-245 AB1 26 1 22 84.6% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-319 AB1 26 1 27 103.8% 

2012-13 201209 FREN-330 AB1 26 1 27 103.8% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-100 AB1 26 1 24 92.3% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-100 AB2 26 1 22 84.6% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-101 AB1 26 1 23 88.5% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-102 AB1 26 1 26 100.0% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-215 AB1 26 1 28 107.7% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-216 AB1 26 1 27 103.8% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-219 AB1 26 1 21 80.8% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-225 AB1 26 1 22 84.6% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-242 AB1 26 1 16 61.5% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-315 AB1 26 1 26 100.0% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-325 AB1 26 1 27 103.8% 

2012-13 201301 FREN-345 AB1 26 1 26 100.0% 
*Total 
2012-13       650 25 611 94.0% 
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Table 2. FRENCH Independent Studies 
by Fiscal Year and Section 

 
 

 
Fiscal,Year 

 
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2010-11 2011-12 *Total 

Course               
FREN-100 0 0 0 9 0 0 9 

FREN-101 0 0 12 0 0 0 12 

FREN-242 4 0 0 0 0 2 6 

FREN-315 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

FREN-319 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 

FREN-345 2 1 0 0 0 0 3 

Total 6 1 12 10 1 2 32 
 

Table 3. FRENCH Challenges 
by Fiscal Year and Section 

 
 

 
Fiscal,Year 

 
2006-07 2007-08 2008-09 2009-10 2011-12 2012-13 *Total 

Course               
FREN-100 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 

FREN-101 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

FREN-215 1 0 0 3 0 0 4 

FREN-216 0 1 0 2 4 1 8 

FREN-219 0 0 1 1 3 1 6 

FREN-230 0 0 1 1 2 1 5 

FREN-242 1 0 0 0 0 2 3 

FREN-325 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Total 4 3 2 7 10 5 31 
 

Table 4. French and French Extended Minors  
Eligible to registered for Fall 2013  

 Minor # 
French 26 

French Extended 46 
 

 

Table 5. French Graduation Rates 
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by Program Type 

 

   
Academic Year 

 

   

2007 - 
2008 

2008 - 
2009 

2009 - 
2010 

2010 - 
2011 

2011 - 
2012 

2012 - 
2013 Total 

 
Field of Study 

 
Program Name FoS Type               

French BA MINOR 5 5 3 3 3 2 21 

French BGS MINOR 1 0 1 1 0 2 5 

French BSC MINOR 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 

French KPE DEG MINOR 1 0 0 3 1 0 5 

French LANG PROF AD CONCENTRATION 6 4 9 6 2 4 31 

French LANG PROF IN CONCENTRATION 6 3 4 4 4 11 32 

French Extended BA MINOR 2 2 2 12 4 7 29 

French Extended KPE DEG MINOR 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 

Total     22 14 19 30 14 27 126 
 



UNIVERSITY of the FRASER VALLEY

French Major

Budget Analysis Template ‐ Program Costing

Intake Size:

Domestic Students 19 25

International Students 0 0

Revenues: Rate

Domestic Tuition (New Courses) 131.37         /cr 30,457         39,726          

Domestic Tuition (Class Size Increas 131.37         /cr 18,917         18,917          

International Tuition 445               /cr ‐               ‐                

Total Revenues: 49,374         58,644          

Expenditures:

Salary Costs:

New Sessional Sections 6,244           /Sect 18,732         3 Sect 18,732          

Benefits 19.75% 3,700           3,700            

Sessional Surcharge 4,705           /Sect 14,116         3 Sect 14,116           3 Sect

36,547         36,547          

Other Expenses:

Supplies 300              300               

Total Expenditures: 36,847         36,847          

Revenues Net of Direct Costs: 12,527        21,796         

Institutional Overhead:

Instituitional Support (Dom) 40% 12,183         15,891          

Net Surplus/(Deficit) Faculty Allocation: 344              5,906            

Domestic FTE Change 12.5              14.9             

Course Details: Courses Offered:

Courses: CR Tuition Class Max Fill Rate Year 1 Year 2 Fill Rate

FREN 415 4 525               28 69% 1                   1                    90%

FREN 420 4 525               28 69% 1                   1                    90%

FREN 430 4 525               28 69% 1                   1                    90%

FREN 4cr (net of 12/13 offering) 4 525               2 90% 5                   5                    90%

FREN 3cr (net of 12/13 offering) 3 394               2 90% 20                 20                   90%

Notes:

2) Program is not eligible to charge a differential tuition
3) It is reasonable to assume a significant number of enrolments in the new courses will come at the expense of enrolment in other Arts 

courses; this has not been reflected in the costing.

4) To balance cost of French Major existing French classes are projected to increase class max from 26 to 28 and will assume a continued 

favourable fill rate of 94%.  Number of sections affected are based on fiscal 12/13 French offerings of 3 and 4 credit courses.

Year 1 Year 2

1) Program intake limited by class size

Page 1
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