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UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE (UEC) MEETING 
 

Friday, May 13, 2011 

10:30 am – Room C1429 

Abbotsford Campus 

 

APPROVED MINUTES 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Present: W. Burton, C. Forster, D. Freschi, E. Harris, R. McLeod, S. Pattridge, E. Spalding, S. Stegmueller, K. 
Isaac, S. McMath, S. Potter, S. Varga, B. Whittaker 

 
Absent: A. Arndt, M. Bos-Chan, S. Brigden, J. Carroll, S. Hardman, D. Thomson, E. Davis, D. Alary, R. 

Khalideen 
 
Guests: B. Cooke, C. Loten 
 
Recorder:  A. Grimson 

 

 

1. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

MOTION: S. Stegmueller/E. Spalding 

To approve the agenda as amended: 

 Addition of Special Admissions as 3.6; Cross-listed courses re-numbered as 3.7. 

   CARRIED 

 
 

2. APPROVAL OF UEC MINUTES 

 

2.1. UEC draft minutes: February 25, 2011 

 

MOTION: S. Stegmueller/C. Forster 

To approve the draft minutes as presented  

  CARRIED 

 
 

3. BUSINESS/DISCUSSION ITEMS 

 

3.1. Election of Vice-chair 

Duties of the Vice-chair will include representing UEC to the Academic Planning and Priorities Committee 
and Senate when the chair is not able to attend. 

R. McLeod volunteered for the position. There being no further nominations, R. McLeod was acclaimed as 
Vice-chair. 
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3.2. Approval process   

The Program and Course Approval policy, which is currently under review, includes the terms of reference 
for UPAC and delegates authority to UPAC and the Graduate Studies Committee (GSC). As UPAC no 
longer exists and this policy is still being revised, UEC members discussed how best to maintain the 
approval process in the interim.  

Various approaches to the approval process were discussed, including the creation of an interim UEC 
subcommittee to review proposals and bring recommendations to UEC. There were some concerns about 
this approach, including the time this would add to the approval process. As some proposals will already 
need additional approval from APPC and the Budget committee before full approval, UEC was hesitant to 
further prolong the approval process. 

Some members noted that the existing process seems to have worked relatively smoothly in the past, due 
in large part to the Pre-UPAC consultation that takes place. Former UPAC members noted that their 
inclusion on the Pre-UPAC e-mail distribution list has helped to keep them informed of up-coming 
proposals and any potential issues that may arise at UPAC. It was suggested that, if a strong consultation 
process can be maintained, UEC should be able to fully take over UPAC’s business without the use of a 
subcommittee.  

UEC determined that the most efficient and least disruptive course of action would be to fully assume 
UPAC’s role in the current process until the process has been reviewed. A. Grimson will add all UEC 
members to the current Pre-UPAC mailing list.  

 

MOTION: S. MacMath/E. Spalding 

UEC will assume the role of UPAC according to policy 110.29 (Program and Course Approval), until that 
policy has been revised. 

  CARRIED  

  RECOMMENDED TO SENATE 

 
 

3.3. Meeting times  

On the recommendation of the Senate Governance Committee, Senate requested that standing 
committees consider meeting after 2:30 pm wherever possible. It is often difficult for anyone involved in 
day-based training programs, such as Trades and Health Sciences, to participate on or attend committee 
meetings that take place earlier in the day.  

After some discussion, UEC members agreed to take over UPAC’s regular meeting time for the immediate 
future (10 am-noon, Fridays Week 4), but to consider alternate times at a later date. 

 

 

3.4. Policies 

Until recently, the Academic Standards Committee (ASC) was responsible for a large portion of Senate 
policies. Now that this committee no longer exists, Senate standing committees will each be responsible 
for the review and revision of a number of policies. Nearly 40 of these fall within UEC’s mandate, many of 
which will need to be handled jointly with the Graduate Studies Committee (GSC). 

Policy review will be assisted by Lisa Tassone in the University Secretatriat office; she will be asked to 
provide a list of the policies most urgently in need of review. 

 

 

3.5. General framework for Honours degrees  

The General Framework for UCFV Honours Degrees was approved by UCC on December 11, 2002. 
However, the requirements included in the minutes do not accurately reflect the material that was 
presented and approved at that meeting. Specifically, the proposed requirements included “at least one of” 
four requirements. The minutes however, omit the words “at least one of”, effectively changing the 
requirements to include all four items. B. Cooke requested that the UCC minutes in question be corrected. 
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MOTION: E. Spalding/S. MacMath 

To support a change to the General Framework for Honours Degrees as recorded in the minutes of the 
December 11, 2002 UCC meeting, to include “at least one of” with respect to the four points included in 
the second requirement: 

2.  Honours programs must contain additional academic requirements to a corresponding major or 
degree program as specified by the department that include at least one of: 

a) Additional credit requirements of up to 12 credits for a maximum of 132 credits for the degree; 

b) Completion of additional educational activities such as an honours seminar, thesis, or project; 

c) Completion of new courses specific to the honours degree 

d) Completion of specified courses already existing in the current degree program but which are 
not mandatory in that program. 

  CARRIED  

  RECOMMENDED TO SENATE 

 
 

3.6. Special admission  

Until recently, the Academic Standards Committee (ASC) was also responsible for special admissions 
cases. ASC delegated the review of some of these cases to Associate Registrar E. Harris, and discussed 
more complex cases as a committee. As ASC no longer exists and the relevant policy (340.04) is to be 
revised, UEC discussed how special admissions should be handled in the immediate future.  

It was suggested that, in the interim, some members of UEC should be delegated to make decisions on 
special admissions.  

 

MOTION: W. Burton/R. McLeod 

To recommend that, pending the review of policy 340.04, Senate grant authority for decisions on special 
admissions to a subcommittee consisting of two faculty members of UEC and one advisor, with support 
from the Associate Registrar, Admissions.  

  CARRIED  

  RECOMMENDED TO SENATE 

 
 

3.7. Cross-listed courses 

The B.C. Council on Admissions and Transfer (BCCAT) has expressed concern about UFV’s increasing 
tendency to cross-list courses. There are many valid reasons for cross-listing courses, but it does create 
some administrative problems with respect to transfer credit. The issue of cross-listing is one that UPAC 
has discussed several times in the past, but UEC should also discuss it – particularly in light of the impact 
this has on other institutions. 

A. Grimson will compile information on cross-listing, including past UPAC exhibits and minutes, for future 
discussion. 

 

 

4. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:25 pm. 


