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UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE (UEC) MEETING 

 

Friday, March 30, 2012 
10 am – 12 pm, Room D115 

Abbotsford Campus 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Present: M. Bos-Chan, S. Brigden, J. Carroll, J. English, C. Forster, D. Freschi, E. Harris, R. McLeod, 

S. Pattridge, S. Potter, E. Spalding, D. Thomson 

Absent: A. Arndt, D. Alary, A. Bradley, W. Burton, S. Hardman, K. Isaac, S. MacMath, O. Steyn, S. 
Stegmueller, B. Whittaker 

Guests: H. Compeau, E. Davis, L. Stagg, H. Telford, A. Wiseman 

Recorder:  A. Grimson 
 
 
 
1. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 
MOTION: D. Thomson/E. Spalding 
To approve the agenda as presented. 
  CARRIED  
 

2. APPROVAL OF UEC MINUTES 
 
2.1. UEC draft minutes: March 2, 2012   

MOTION: D. Thomson/S. Brigden 
To approve the UEC draft minutes presented. 

  CARRIED  
 
3. COURSE OUTLINES  
 

3.1. Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Change to prerequisites: CRIM 321, 435 
 
MOTION: C. Forster/D. Thomson 
To approve the CRIM 321 and 435 course outlines as presented. 
 CARRIED 
 

3.2. Geography 
Review with changes: GEOG 345, 400 
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MOTION: M. Bos-Chan/C. Forster 
To approve the GEOG 345 and 400 course outlines as presented. 
 CARRIED 

 
3.3. Physics 

Changes including course number and prerequisites: PHYS 312 (formerly PHYS 222) 
 
The rationale for moving this from a lower-level course to an upper-level course was 
questioned. The department indicated that this change was a result of recommendations from a 
program review, but UEC members felt that the rationale was insufficient to fully support the 
change. 
 
MOTION: M. Bos-Chan/C. Forster 
To approve the PHYS 312 and 412 course outlines as presented. 
 CARRIED 
 ABSTENTIONS: 3 
 
Changes including course number: PHYS 412 (formerly PHYS 322) 
 
MOTION: D. Thomson/S. Brigden 
To approve the PHYS 412 course outline as presented. 
 CARRIED 

 
3.4. Political Science 

New course: POSC 484, Selected Topics in Public Policy  
New course: POSC 492, Directed Studies in Canadian Politics  
New course: POSC 493, Directed Studies in International Politics  
New course: POSC 494, Directed Studies in Public Policy 
Review with changes: POSC 100, 110, 120, 310 
Review with changes including prerequisites: POSC 480, 481, 482, 483 
Review with changes including title and prerequisites: POSC 490, 491 

 
MOTION: C. Forster/E. Spalding 
To approve the Political Science course outlines as presented. 
 CARRIED 

 
3.5. Social, Cultural, and Media Studies 

Change to prerequisites and new cross-listing as POSC: SOC 352/POSC 352 
 
MOTION: D. Thomson/R. McLeod 
To approve the SOC 352/POSC 352 course outline as presented. 
 CARRIED 

 
3.6. Upgrading and University Preparation 

New course: COMP 091, Computer Applications 
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MOTION: C. Forster/D. Thomson 
To approve the COMP 091 course outline as presented. 
 CARRIED 

 
4. PROGRAMS 
 

4.1. Political Science  
Change to program: Political Science major 
 
It was noted that although these are relatively small changes, they do make the program more 
restrictive. H. Telford noted that the major currently requires that eight of the ten courses be 
POSC courses, and this is being changed to require nine POSC courses. He also indicated that 
the department head will continue to accept substitute courses where appropriate. 

 
MOTION: E. Spalding/D. Thomson 
To approve the changes to the Political Science major as presented, effective September 2013. 

 
  CARRIED  
 RECOMMENDED TO SENATE 

 
4.2. Social, Cultural, and Media Studies   

Change to program: Latin American Studies minor and extended minor (HIST 460) 
 
MOTION: C. Forster/R. McLeod 
To approve the changes to the Latin American Studies minor and extended minor as presented, 
effective September 2012. 

  CARRIED  
 

4.3. English as a Second Language  
Change to program: University Foundations  

 
Visual Arts has requested that several courses be removed from the University Foundations 
program, as they have now been changed from 100- to 200-level courses. M. Bos-Chan noted 
that the department/faculty will need to review the process for how courses are removed from 
(and added to) this program.  

 
MOTION: C. Forster/ D. Thomson 
To approve the removal of VA 223 (formerly VA 123), VA 231 (formerly VA 131), VA 251 
(formerly 151), VA 271 (formerly VA 171), and VA 283 (formerly VA 183) from the University 
Foundation program as presented. 

  CARRIED  
 

5. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 

5.1. Provost and VP Academic’s update  
E. Davis was invited to attend and brief UEC members on some of the recent issues discussed 
at senate and the Academic Planning and Priorities Committee (APPC), and to explain APPC’s 
role in UFV governance. 
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Competitiveness with other institutions has been a chief concern at Senate and APPC recently. 
The Bologna Accord, which deals with transfer between institutions in Europe, instituted the 3-
year degree. However, Senate sometimes receives proposals for degrees that will take students 
five or even six years to complete. This is more expensive for students, and makes UFV less 
competitive. Recent discussions of honours degrees have focused on concerns that the 
emphasis should be on a more challenging program, not just one that takes longer to complete. 
Post-secondary education is changing, and in the age of the Internet universities no longer have 
the academic monopoly they once had. Institutions must be cognizant of competition and other 
ways of operating (such as online universities), and will need to adapt. We will need to figure out 
what our strengths are and what makes us different, and focus on that. Among the changes in 
post-secondary education is an increase in "atypical" students; UFV is well-placed to 
accommodate these students with our emphasis on access, but providing the supports for 
students that this requires can be expensive. If we're going to continue creating new programs, 
we may not be able to afford to continue offering all existing programs. 
APPC has developed a grid for measuring the merits of new programs, which will be informed by 
recommendations from UEC and the Senate Budget Committee (SBC). UEC’s role is to consider 
the academic quality of programs and make a recommendation to APPC and Senate regarding 
whether the program is academically sound, while SBC will provide Senate and APPC with 
information on the program’s budgetary implications.  
 

5.2. Course approvals 
E. Harris explained that although most UFV courses are ones that can only be taken once for 
credit, special topics courses are often offered with letter designations. There are four different 
ways that a course can be offered: 

1. Courses with one title/number that cannot be repeated for credit. 
2. Courses with one title/number that can be repeated a limited number of times (usually 

only once) for credit. 
3. Courses with one number (no letter designations) but different titles at the section level 

(possibly appropriate for some directed studies courses) and repeated once for credit. 
4. Courses offered with letter designations that are treated as completely different courses; 

an unlimited number of letter designations can be taken for credit. 
 

Any courses that fit one of the latter three scenarios should be expressly approved this way, and 
a standard statement should be added to the course outline that explains how the course will be 
treated. 
 
MOTION: C. Forster/ D. Thomson 
That if a course is going to repeatable for further credit, this must be established when the 
course outline is approved.  

  CARRIED  
 

5.3. Approved Grade 12 courses   
Senate has asked UEC to review the current list of Approved Grade 12 courses. This item was 
briefly discussed, and then deferred to a future meeting. 

 
5.4. Transfer credit 

5.4.1. Transfer credit request: Floral Design certificate   
 
MOTION: S. Brigden/R. McLeod 
To approve the change to the number of credits that can be applied to the Horticulture 
Crop Production and Protection certificate from the Floral Design certificate as presented.  
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  CARRIED  
 

5.4.2. Transfer credit request: ECE/CYC   
 
MOTION: D. Thomson/M. Bos-Chan 
To approve the transfer request for ECE courses from Langley College as presented.  
  CARRIED  

  
5.5. Subcommittees   

5.5.1. Course outline 
A subcommittee to review the course outline form was established at a previous UEC 
meeting, consisting of S. Pattridge, S. Hardman, and J. Carroll. As J. Carroll is on 
sabbatical, D. Thomson has agreed to take his place. C. Dahl will also participate on this 
subcommittee. 
 

5.5.2. Policy  
A. Grimson will ask for volunteers for a policy subcommittee via e-mail following the 
meeting. 
 
MOTION: S. Brigden/M. Bos-Chan 
To establish a policy subcommittee to respond to requests for policy review from Senate 
Governance.  
  CARRIED  
 

5.5.3. Transfer 
This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

 
5.6. Program and Course Approval Policy   

UEC has already approved a version of this policy, but it has been substantially revised since 
then. Once approved by APPC, this policy will come back to UEC for approval. 
 
MOTION: D. Thomson/M. Bos-Chan 
To reopen discussion on the Undergraduate Program and Course Approval Policy.  
  CARRIED 

 
6. INFORMATION 
 

6.1. Physics   
Clarification of calendar copy: Physics minor 

 
7. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:08 pm. 
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