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UNDERGRADUATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE (UEC) MEETING 

 

Friday, April 27, 2012 
10 am – 12 pm, Room A225 

Abbotsford Campus 
 

APPROVED MINUTES 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Present: H. Compeau, M. Bos-Chan, J. English, C. Forster, D. Freschi, E. Harris, O. Steyn, S. 

Pattridge, D. Thomson 

Absent: A. Arndt, D. Alary, A. Bradley, S. Brigden, W. Burton, J. Carroll, S. Hardman, S. MacMath, R. 
McLeod, S. Potter, E. Spalding, S. Stegmueller, B. Whittaker 

Guests: G. Baier, E. Newman, S. Piper, J. Pitcher, M. Rhodes 

Recorder:  A. Grimson 
 
Note: As there were not enough voting members present to reach quorum, the meeting was run by 
consensus with discussion and recommendations rather than motions. There will be a motion to ratify 
these recommendations at the next meeting.  

 
1. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 
 

2. APPROVAL OF UEC MINUTES 
 
2.1. UEC draft minutes: March 30, 2012 

 
It was suggested that item 4.3, English as a Second Language, should include the specific VA 
courses that are being removed from the University Foundation program. Revised draft minutes 
will be included in the agenda package for the next meeting. 

    
 
3. COURSE OUTLINES  

The following courses are ready for publication following UEC approval. Official course outlines are 
available online at http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/courseoutlines/uec/. 
 
3.1. Geography 

Review with changes: GEOG 484 
 
There were no concerns with this course. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the GEOG 484 course outline as presented. 
 

http://www.ufv.ca/calendar/courseoutlines/uec/
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3.2. Modern Languages 
Changes including prerequisites and total hours: FREN 219 
Changes including total hours: FREN 230 
Changes including prerequisites: FREN 315, 319 
Changes including title: FREN 325 
Review with changes including total hours: GERM 201 
Review with changes including prerequisites and total hours: GERM 202 
Changes including total hours: PUNJ 101 
 
The department requested that increased prerequisites for FREN 315 and 319 take effect in 
September 2013. As they are too late for the 2012/13 calendar, this would mean that notice 
would not appear in the calendar. UEC members felt that the rationale provided was not 
sufficient to justify an early implementation, and suggested that the department be invited to 
attend the next meeting to make their case. 
 
Although the prerequisites for GERM 202 are being increased from when it was last offered, it 
and GERM 201 were discontinued and are now being reinstated. As such, they have not 
appeared in the calendar for some time, so the increased prerequisites are not an issue. 
 
There were no concerns with any of the remaining courses. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the Modern Language course outlines as presented, with the exception of FREN 
315 and 319. 
 
 

3.3. Philosophy 
Review with changes: PHIL 110, 120 
 
There were no concerns with these courses. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the PHIL 110 and 120 course outlines as presented. 

 
 

3.4. Social, Cultural, and Media Studies 
Changes including title and prerequisites: SOC 250/GDS 250 
Changes including title, prerequisites, and cross-listing as GDS 363: SOC 363/ANTH 363/LAS 363 
Changes including title, prerequisites, and cross-listing as GDS 220: ANTH 220 
 
S. Pattridge questioned whether further cross-listing was necessary for these courses, 
referencing BCCAT’s issues dealing with cross-listed courses. S. Piper indicated that the DQAB 
expert review panel for the Bachelor of Global Development Studies felt it was important that 
these courses be identified as GDS. He also noted that Bill Cooke had done some extensive 
research regarding how cross-listed courses were used at other institutions, particularly in 
Ontario, such as Trent University. This may help to inform UEC’s future discussion of cross-
listed courses. 



UEC Approved Minutes 2012-04-27.doc    
 

RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the SCMS course outlines as presented. 

 
 
4. PROGRAMS 
 

4.1. Arts  
Change to program: Bachelor of Arts declaration policy 
 
E. Newman indicated that the proposed declaration policy, which will require students to declare 
by the end of 60 credits, can be waived for students who are deliberately choosing not to declare 
(such as those waiting for the BGDS), as long as they have spoken with an advisor. 
E. Harris suggested some wording changes; E. Newman will send a revised proposal for the 
next meeting. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the changes to the Bachelor of Arts declaration policy as presented. 

 
 

4.2. Biology  
Change to program: Biology extended minor (for Bachelor of Arts) 
 
While many programs limit the number of directed studies courses that can be applied, a limit on 
the special topics courses is unusual. However, O. Steyn indicated that it is appropriate in this 
case, as special topics courses can be very narrow and specific. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the changes to the Biology extended minor (for Bachelor of Arts students) as 
presented. 

 
 

4.3. Geography  
Change to programs: Geography Honours, major, and major concentrations 
 
M. Rhodes indicated that this change is intended to close a potential loophole, rather than add to 
the program requirements. The required statistics course (one of MATH 104, MATH 106, or 
PSYC 110) is a pre- or corequisite for the required GEOG 252, but there is currently nothing to 
ensure that students complete the statistics course. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the changes to the Geography Honours, major, and major concentrations as presented. 
 
 

4.4. English  
Changes to program: English Honours  
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J. Pitcher indicated that the department is replacing ENGL 366 with ENGL 401, as the content of 
these courses is similar and the department would prefer to run ENGL 401. UEC members 
discussed this replacement at length, including a comparison of the prerequisites for these two 
courses, and recommended that ENGL 366 be retained as an alternative. 

 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the changes to the English Honours as amended: 

• Retain ENGL 366 as an alternative to ENGL 364 and 401. 
 
 
5. OTHER BUSINESS/DISCUSSION ITEMS 
  

5.1. Subcommittees     
5.1.1. Policy 

 
R. McLeod, M. Bos-Chan, and S. Brigden volunteered via e-mail for this subcommittee. J. 
English also agreed to participate. It would also be useful to invite both A. Wiseman and 
P. Geller, the new Vice Provost and AVP Academic, to participate.  
One of the issues this committee will be asked to consider is course credits (the 
relationship between credits and course hours, what differentiates a 3-credit course from 
a 4-credit course, etc.). 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To approve the membership of the policy subcommittee. 
 
 

5.1.2. Transfer; Language Policy Exceptions 
 
UEC has already established a special admissions subcommittee (E. Harris, M. Bos-
Chan, S. MacMath, and J. Hawkins), which could be expanded to look at other issues 
such as language policy exceptions. C. Forster volunteered to participate on this 
subcommittee; someone from International Education should also be invited. 
Note: K. Davies has agreed to sit on this subcommittee. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To establish an admissions subcommittee to review special admissions and language 
policy exceptions. 
 
 
Creation of a transfer subcommittee was also discussed, and UEC members felt that one 
should be established. Ideally, this subcommittee should consist of about four UEC 
members (voting or non-voting). S. Pattridge and E. Harris volunteered to participate on 
this subcommittee; A. Grimson will ask for additional volunteers via e-mail. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  
To establish a transfer subcommittee to review transfer credit requests. 
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The first order of business for these subcommittees should be to establish operating 
guidelines. 

 
 

5.2. Approved Grade 12 courses    
Senate has asked UEC to review the current list of Approved Grade 12 courses. This is 
something that should be discussion by the Admissions subcommittee. Department heads 
should also be invited to provide feedback. E. Harris suggested that potential courses for 
consideration include Comparative Civilizations 12 and Calculus 12. The subcommittee should 
also consider whether students should be able to use multiple courses in the same discipline, 
such as Mathematics courses, English Literature 12/AP English/IB English, French Immersion 
12/French Language 12, etc. 

 
 
6. INFORMATION 
 

6.1. Approved UEC membership composition  
 

6.2. Rules for the conduct of business on standing committees 
 

6.3. Geography 
Discontinued course: GEOG 401 
 

6.4. Mathematics 
Discontinued course: MATH 108 

 
 
7. ADJOURNMENT 
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