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 PROGRAM ADVISORY COMMITTEE (PAC) 
 MINUTES 
 
 March 28, 2001 
 9:30 a.m.  —   Room A225 
 Abbotsford Campus 
 
PRESENT: Norah Andrew (Chair), Jean Ballard, Paul Burkhart, Bill Cooke, D’Anne Epp, Sandra 

Flynn, Sheryl Henderson, Elaine Harris, Barbara Salingre, Patti Wilson 
 
GUESTS: Debi Block, George McGuire 
 
1. APPROVAL OF PAC AGENDA 
 

Motion:  D. Epp / J. Ballard 
 

To approve the 2001-03-28 PAC agenda. 
 APPROVED 
 
2. APPROVAL OF PAC MINUTES 
 

Motion: J. Ballard / S. Henderson 
 

To approve the 2001-02-28 PAC minutes. 
 APPROVED 
 
3. NEW PAC BUSINESS 
 

3.1 Prerequisite Change to SSSW 300;  Corequisite Change to SSSW 192;  New 
Course: SSSW 160;  Revision to Prerequisite for SSSW 260
Prequisite Change: SSSW 300:  Debi Block noted that the SSSW department was 
requesting a housekeeping item to remove SSSW 200 from the prerequisite for 
SSSW 300.  In order to make the degree program more accessible, SSSW 200 is 
no longer required, and so it cannot be a prerequisite to this first semester course. 
  

 
The implementation date is Fall 2001.  Bill Cooke noted that there should 
eighteen months notice but this request can go ahead because it is a lesser 
requirement. 

 
Motion: J. Ballard / D. Epp 

 
To approve removing SSSW 200 as a prerequisite for SSSW 300. 

 APPROVED 
 

Co-requisite Change: SSSW 192: Debi Block noted that, based on the SSSW 



diploma program review, a recommendation was made that considering that 1/3 
of graduates become teaching assistants, the department should look at ways of 
offering training skills for students who are planning to become teaching 
assistants.  There are several courses currently in the Calendar that address these 
skills, but unfortunately the courses have not been offered for several years due to 
budget cuts.  Given this recommendation the SSSW department wished to offer 
SSSW 192, but in order to do so must delete the co-requisite of SSSW 193 since 
it is part of the Community Support worker certificate program which is not 
currently being offered.   

 
Implementation date would be Fall 2001. 

 
It was suggested that this course be included on page 166 of the calendar as part 
of Group B electives in social services and social work.   It was noted that this 
course would not be used for laddering to the BSW.  The department will not be 
applying for transfer credit.  It was also suggested that under the “learning 
objectives - item 6 and 7” current language should be used - “Students with 
disabilities” and “students with disabilities and students with behaviourial 
disabilities” should be used in place of the word “handicapped.”  PAC requested 
that Debi make these changes and return a corrected course outlines to PAC for 
information. 

 
 Action: SSSW Department 
 

ECE has a similar course and SSSW students have always been able to take ECE 
courses and transfer it over to SSSW diploma.  The department will advise 
students of the co-requisite change through the interview process in the fall. 

 
Motion: B. Cooke / P. Burkhart 

 
To approve the co-requisite change to SSW 192 to “none”, dropping SSSW 193. 

  APPROVED 
 

SSSW 160: Debi Block noted that on January 31, 2001, PAC made a 
recommendation that the SSSW department develop a first year Gerontology 
course.  The SSSW department developed SSSW 160 and made some minor 
language revisions to SSSW 260.  It was noted that there was an overlap in goals. 
 Debi felt the SSSW 160 would be a very basic course, while SSSW 260 will be 
more indepth.  The instructor has been instructed to revise the language in SSSW 
160.  PLA will be available. 

 
Implementation date of SSSW 160 is Fall 2003. 

 
It was suggested that SSSW 160 be included in the elective list, group B, on page 
166 of the calendar. 
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Motion: D. Epp / B. Salingre 
 

To approve new SSSW 160 course outlines. 
 HELD FOR DIRECTIONS FROM DEPARTMENT 
 

SSSW 260: Debi Block noted that the learning objective and outcomes were 
revised to reflect current terminology and added SSSW 160 as a possible 
prerequisite.  CTC students are required to take either SSSW 160 or SSSW 260.  
These courses are electives for UCFV students.   

 
PAC requested that SSSW 160 and SSSW 260 go back to the department to make 
distinguishing difference between them.  If they are not able to do so, then the 
department should rethink whether they should offer both courses.  It was 
suggested that it may be better if students had to take SSSW 160 as a prerequisite 
to SSSW 260. 

 
 Action: SSSW Department 
 
 

Calendar Copy (page 166) 
 
Group B: Other electives (choose four): 
The remaining electives .......sociology, social services and social work, theatre. 

 
Calendar Copy (page 269) 
 
SSSW 192 (formerly HSER 192) 3 credits
Supporting Skill Development 
Prerequisites: SSSW 120, SSSW 125 or PSYC 250 
Corequisites:   none    SSSW 193

 
Calendar Copy (page 270) 
 
SSSW 300 (formerly SW 300) 3 credits
Social Work Methods I 
Prerequisites: Admission into the BSW program.  and SSW 2000

 
3.2 New Courses: PHYS 352, PHYS 452; PHYS 393, and PHYS 493

George McGuire reviewed the reasons for the four new Physics courses. Students 
were surveyed and they responded by telling the department to provide a wider 
variety of courses from which to choose.  The department also felt that the 
curriculum wasn’t very modern and wished to include a few more modern courses 
from which students could have a choice.  The department will offer courses that 
the students request but will not be running more courses per semester.   
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The proposed courses are being offered at SFU.   PHYS 393 and 493 are part of 
undergraduate texts which are going to be offered in a number of universities in 
the U.S. and Canada.  George is a member of a consortium of 60 department 
heads who are working on curriculum for 2001 to be used across Canada and the 
U.S. 

 
PHYS 352: It was noted that the Physics have their own computer lab and don’t 
require the use of other computer labs.  The department is responsible for the 
upkeep of the labs.  UCFV site licenses for softwear can be used.  George invited 
PAC to visit the Physics lab on May 7, 2001.  It was suggested that the different 
streams that are available for students should be recorded in the calendar.  How 
do students know in a particular year what courses are going to be offered?  It was 
suggested that there should be a provision in the calendar indicating that the 
student see the Physics department head to indicate their preferred choice.  
George noted that during the first and second year, discussions are held with 
students to find out what courses they want and those courses are offered 
accordingly.  He felt that it may be time to formalize this procedure.  George and 
Barbara agreed to meet to develop formal language appropriate for inclusion in 
the calendar.  Library resources were discussed.  George indicated that students 
will use the internet as a resource for information.  The Physics department does 
have plans to increase allocations for these courses in the library.  Implementation 
date for PHYS 352 is September 2002. 

 Action: G. McGuire / B. Salingre 
 

Motion: D. Epp / E. Harris 
 

To approve new course PHYS 352 - Special Relativity. 
 APPROVED 
 
 

PHYS 452: General Relativity: George noted that all the courses rely on the 
expertise of the Physics department.  These are modern courses on the cutting 
edge of physics.  It was suggested the “GRII” be reported in the same language 
under Learning Objectives.  Implementation date amended to  January 2003.  

 
Motion: P. Burkhart / B. Cooke 

 
To approve new course PHYS 452 - General Relativity, with amendments. 

 APPROVED 
 

PHYS 393: Computer Algebra Physics I: Implementation date of this course is 
September 2002. 

 
Motion: E. Harris / P. Burkhart 
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To approve new course PHYS 393 - Computer algebra Physics I. 
 APPROVED 
 

PHYS 493: Computer Algebra Physics II: Implementation date for this course 
amended to January 2003. 

 
Motion: S. Henderson / D. Epp 

 
To approve new course PHYS 494 - Computer Algebra Physics II,  with 
amendment. 

 
 APPROVED 
 

George was asked to send copies of the corrected course outlines back to PAC for 
information. 

 Action: George McGuire 
 

George McGuire invited PAC to a physics lab demonstration on May 7, 2001.    
 

Calendar Copy (page 261) 
 
PHYS 352 3 credits
Special Relativity and Classical Fields 
Prerequisites: PHYS 252 and PHYS 222 
Corequisites: none 
 
Einstein’s postulate that no energy or information can travel faster than light 
had considerable consequences for physics.  We apply his theory of special 
relativity to mechanics, electricity and magnetism, and introduce his theory of 
gravity (General Relativity).

 
 
PHYS 393 3 credits
Computer Algebra Physics I 
Prerequisites: PHYS 221 
Corequisites: PHYS 221 
 
This is the first of two courses designed to illustrate how computer algebra 
systems (CAS) can be used in physics.  The emphasis is on using computer 
algebra methods to form, manipulate, simplify, and plot equations along with 
its ability to interactively answer “what if” questions.  No prior knowledge of 
any CAS software is assumed or needed.
 
PHYS 452 3 credits
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Introduction to General Relativity 
Prerequisites: PHYS 352 
Corequisites: none 
 
General Relativity is Einstein’s Theory of Gravitation.  It is the first theory that 
allows the properties of space-time to be determined by the matter contained in 
the space-time.
 
PHYS 493 3 credits
Computer Algebra Physics II 
Prerequisites: PHYS 393 and PHYS 381 
Corequisites: PHYS 393; PHYS 381 
 
This course extends and augments the problem-solving skills of physics 
students taught in Physics 393.  Problems amenable to solving with computer 
algebra systems will be emphasized.  The problem-solving emphasis will be on 
the understanding of the physics and the checking whether the solution 
correctly predicts the correct physical behaviour.

 
3. 3 New Course: SCMS 492

Jean Ballard noted that, on occasion, some students are short a couple of credits to 
graduate due to anomalies in taking courses from other departments.  The 
department has received requests to bring in a two-credit directed reading course 
similar to courses offered in geography and history.  The SCMS designation is 
used so students could get credit in either sociology, anthropology, LAS, or 
MACS.  Implementation date was amended to September 2001, but it won’t be 
advertised. 

 
Motion: E. Harris / B. Salingre 

 
To approve new course SCMS 492 with amended implementation date. 

 APPROVED 
 

Calendar Copy (page 268) 
 
SCMS 492 2 credits
Directed Studies in Social, Cultural and Media Studies 
Prerequisites: 45 credits, to include six credits of area of specialization (Anth, 
Soc, LAS, MACS).  Permission to enter requires written consent of both the 
faculty member supervising the student and the department head. 
Corequisites: none 
 
Designed for upper-level students who wish to examine in greater depth a 
particular problem/issue in Anthropology, Sociology, Latin American Studies, 
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or Media and Communication Studies. 
 

3.4 Bachelor of General Studies (BGS) Full Program Proposal
Virginia Cooke noted that the letter of intent was included in the proposal 
presented as required by the Ministry.  However, correspondence with Ministry 
following the submission of the letter of intent, and with other institutions, 
resulted in some changes in the full program proposal - making it seem like a 
contradictory proposal. 

 
Jackie Snograss noted that in the letter of intent the curriculum had five, broadly 
stated  learning outcomes, and these outcomes had to be implemented in the full 
program proposal.  This was done by treating them as breadth requirements, and 
trying to put all the various courses from all the different departments into one of 
those learning outcomes.  The intention was to be inclusive and make it broad for 
the students.  Departments omitted from the process were departments where 
students can’t take courses without being admitted to the program, e.g., Graphic 
Design.  

 
It was noted that  
· if the program was approved a half-time advisor would need to be hired in the 

beginning. 
· Advising and Counselling department supports the BGS because of the 

flexibility in offering combinations that are not possible in any other degree. 
· it was noted that it could not be advertised as a good undergraduate degree to 

go into a teaching program - because of the rules of the BC College of 
Teachers.  A student with a BGS has to have 30 upper-level credits in a 
teachable area. 

· criteria for the Thematic option needed to be clarified. 
· because of 50% PLA there would be a heavy educational advising role for 

students entering the BGS.   
· one program advisor to 150 students was thought to be low. 
· under “Program Requirements” it was suggested that the second sentence 

read: “At least 30 credits must be completed at UCFV, of which 15 must be 
upper-level credits.” 

· intake should be once a year - in the fall. 
· under what discipline does the BGS fall? Should be defined. 
· curriculum committee should be set up to review options and notification to 

the Registration office. 
· suggested in order to include oral communication skills, CMNS 235 should be 

added to the list of courses. 
· suggested that a data base be built on students in Thematic option to be used 

as models for future students - also template models of themes. 
· concern that faculty needs underestimated in the proposal (teams of two not 

mentioned). 
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· more needs to be said about the strengths and limitations of the survey carried 
out. 

 
Motion: D. Epp / P. Wilson 

 
To approve and recommend to UCC the Bachelor of General Studies full program 
proposal with suggested amendments. 

 APPROVED 
 RECOMMENDED TO UCC 
4. CONTINUING PAC BUSINESS 
 

4.1 UCFV Certificate Programs at CTC Issues [Recommendations]
Jean Ballard reviewed the revisions to the recommendations regarding UCFV 
certificate program at CTC.  The first part of the recommendations memo 
included areas where UCFV’s position is covered by existing policy but needed to 
be included in the letter of agreement, and the second part included areas where 
further discussions needed to take place which also should be in the letter of 
agreement.  She noted that a generic letter of agreement which is a bit more 
specific than what was originally drawn up with CTC, could be useful as a base 
line from which to form agreements with other school districts, as well as a point 
for evaluation and review of the relationship with CTC.  Amendments were 
discussed and made to the recommendations memo.  The recommendations were 
meant to be enabling and address the issues around CTC, and serve as a template 
for similar contracts. 
PAC also recommended that an ad hoc subcommittee be formed to draft a 
framework letter of agreement.  This committee should include representatives 
from PAC and UCC, as well as some of the key players in the existing UCFV 
certificate programs at CTC. 

 
Norah Andrew agreed to inform Harvey McCullough and Wayne Welsh that this 
issue will be on the UCC agenda. 

 
Motion: S. Henderson / P. Burkhart 

 
To approve and forward to UCC the recommendations regarding UCFV 
certificate programs at CTC. 

 APPROVED 
 

4.2 PAC Submission Form Revision
Ellenor Greaves reviewed the changes made to the PAC Consultation Form which 
were made to enforce the importance of consultation with other areas in the 
institution when making a PAC submission.  If consultation has not taken place, 
then PAC has the option of sending the proposal back to the department which 
would delay the approval process. 
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It was noted that PAC’s recommendation that all course outlines be reviewed, 
starting with first year courses, has not been started, as yet, by most departments. 

 
4.3 Date for PAC Workshop - Planning

A PAC one-hour lunch workshop with department and program heads was 
scheduled for September 19, 2001.   

 
The PAC Submission Form will be reviewed and the things that people are having 
problems with will be noted, why documents are returned to departments, and 
emphasize the importance of consultation with the various areas and departments. 
 Examples of issues should be brought to the workshop and discussed/reviewed. 

 
A suggestion was made to post the PAC agenda on the UCFV Web Site and 
encourage people to look at it to check whether their department should have any 
involvement in the consultation of the proposal. An e-mail message to department 
heads with agenda items and URL sites may also be helpful.  

 
5. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

5.1 BUS 120, BUS 160, BUS 162, BUS 309, BUS 434 Course Outlines (with 
revisions requested by PAC)
It was noted that BUS 309 did not have learning objectives listed.  It was 
suggested that the course outline be returned to the department and give them an 
example of the CRIM 314 to fill learning objectives in.  A correction was made to 
the calendar description. 

 
 Action: Business Department 
6. ADJOURNMENT  
 

 
 
 NEXT PAC MEETING 
 
 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 2001 
 9:30 a.m. — Room A225 
 Abbotsford Campus 
 

  


