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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FORMER COURSE NUMBER UCFV CREDITS
Principles of Sustainable Agriculture Practices

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course introduces the concept and some applications of sustainable agriculture. Students will learn scientifically
sound, practical agri-production information for low-input sustainable systems such as, but not limited to, certified organic
production. The content of AGRI 130 is suitable for both the beginning student of agriculture and for farmers who are
considering a transition from conventional commercial agricultural production to alternate, low input production systems.

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES: None

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S)
(&) Replaces:

SERVICE COURSE TO:

(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.

(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 40 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: 5 Hrs
Student Directed Learning: 15 Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT:

EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:

25

Once a year,

Winter semester

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes I No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [1Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes O No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:
Rose Morrison Norma Senn (Curriculum Committee)
Department Head: Dean:
Norma Senn Wanda Gordon
UPAC Approval in Principle Date: UPAC Final Approval Date: Mar. 30, 2007
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Objectives
1. Introduce students to:
The meaning, language, and scope of sustainable agriculture.
Several recognized, low-input sustainable agriculture systems and the principles of such production systems.

2. Provide students with scientifically sound, practical sustainable agri-production information that can be applied on the farm.

Learning Outcomes
The student who successfully completes AGRI 130 can:
Understand and differentiate among various popular sustainable agriculture systems.
Evaluate information to make and implement agricultural decisions that are sustainable.
Incorporate soil, plant and animal health criteria in sustainable field-based agriculture systems.
Institute practices on the farm that will meet entrance transition requirements for some organic, or other low-input sustainable
agriculture certifying agencies.

Register for, and participate in, AGRI 230 - The Holistic Sustainable Farm: Planning and Practices.

METHODS:

AGRI 130 is a participatory learning course: the holistic nature of the course material requires all participants to contribute to group
learning by sharing their own expertise and experience.
Methods include lecture, group discussion and learning circles, electronic ‘chat room’, and, if possible, visits to participants’ farms.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  [X] Yes ] No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Challenge examination, portfolio, articulated agreements.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Textbooks: Canadian Organic Growers, 2002. Organic Field Crop Handbook. 2nd Ed. Canadian Organic Growers
Canadian Organic Growers, 2000. Organic Livestock Handbook. Canadian Organic Growers

F. Magdoff and H. Van Es, 2000.Building Soils for Better Crops, SARE

Various Internet sites and downloadable text documents will also be used

References: Bowman, G. 1997. Steel in the Field. SARE

Canadian Farm Business Management Council, 2002. Introduction to Certified Organic Farming
Powers, L.E. and R. McSorley, 2000. Ecological Principles of Agriculture. Delmar

Web references include:

www.certifiedorganic.bc.ca

listserve@sare.org

www.attra.org

http://infobasket.gov.bc.ca

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

Calculator; appropriate, safe clothing for field trips; transportation for field trips.



STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Weekly online discussion questions and other assignments - 35%
Mid-term test / Assignment - 30%

Final examination / Assignment - 35%

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]
Introductions, definitions, discussion

Considerations before starting to farm, or changing a way of farming
Agriculture in the ecosystem — an introduction

A place for livestock on the sustainable farm and livestock requirements - an introduction

mo o w

Down to Earth: Healthy soil for healthy crops and livestock; the soil system

Green manures; manure management and composting; crop requirements and crop choices; cropping systems; crop
rotations; evaluating your soil

F. Dealing with pests and diseases — some principles and methods for problem solving

Markets

H. Transition resources



