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COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UCFV CREDITS 
 Plants in the Landscape     

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course covers the identification, use, and maintenance of herbaceous and woody plants in the landscape. Site 
selection and individual plant growing requirements will be emphasized. Students must have their own transportation. 
Field trips are a course requirement, and students should budget approximately $50 to cover travel costs throughout 
the semester.      

 
 

PREREQUISITES:  None     
COREQUISITES:  None     
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM:  82      TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures:  36   Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar:       Hrs    
Laboratory:  Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:   36   Hrs  Maximum enrolment:  25    
Student directed learning:  10    Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings:  Annually      
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1987 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s):  Jennifer Ryan      
Department Head:  Rose Morrison       Date approved: January 2008  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: January 18, 2008  
Curriculum Committee chair:  Rose Morrison       Date approved: January 2008  
Dean/Associate VP:  Harv McCullough       Date approved: March 6, 2008  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: February 1, 2008  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Identify family, genus, species and popular available cultivars of commonly grown landscape plants of climate 

zones 1-8.   
• Describe appropriate landscape plant uses and growing requirements, common pests and diseases and 

general propagation requirements for each plant.                                                   
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Individual plants are studied in the landscape so that students will see plants in-situ. Lecture content covers needed 
taxonomic concepts and definitions, constant review and introduction of new species is ongoing throughout the term. 
Regular weekly plant identification field trips and one all-day field trip are required.      
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Exam plus plant folio        
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Bridwell, F.M., Landscape Plants: Their Identification, Culture and Use 
The Sunset Western Garden Book, Sunset Publishers    
   
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Approximately $50 required to cover required field trips.     
   
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Weekly quizzes - cumulative             70%          
Individual detailed plant study project 30%      
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Approximately 300 plants are studied in the course of this, about 175 are considered the basic landscape plants, and 
must be learned in order to pass the course.  Knowledge of an additional 80 species provides students the opportunity 
to significantly improve their final marks, and about 45 more are covered for those students who are especially keen.  
For the required 175 plants, students must be able to identify the plants, describe their attributes for use in the 
landscape, required growing conditions, disease and insect pests, general propagation requirements and country of 
origin.     
   
 
 
 


