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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION
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FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Science, Health and Human Services - Agriculture Technology
AGRI 230 2
COURSE NAME/NUMBER FORMER COURSE NUMBER UCFV CREDITS

The Holistic, Sustainable Farm: Planning and Practices
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course will guide the student through an understanding of the inter-related social, environmental, and economic issues that are central
to sustainable agriculture systems. Through case studies, sustainable agriculture practices will be examined to empower the students to plan
for, and practice, holistic farming.

PREREQUISITES: AGRI 111, AGRI 130
COREQUISITES:  AGRI 211 strongly recommended

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@)  Replaces: N/A

(Conrse #) (Department/ Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.

(Conrse #) (Department/ Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 70 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 30 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 8 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: 6 Hrs

Student Directed Learning: 20 Hrs

Other (Specify): Field trips 6 Hrs

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 30

EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Yearly, winter semester
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) D Yes [ 1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [1 Yes [1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [1 Yes X No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:

Rose Mortison (Curricutum Committee)

Department Head: Dean:
Norma Senn

PAC Approval in Principle Date: PAC Final Approval Date: December 10, 2003
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

To provide the necessary information and opportunity for students to formulate holistic, sustainable farm plans;
To provide a forum for knowledge-sharing and discussion of sustainable farming practices, including holistic decision-making and
sound farm stewardship.
To discuss philosophies, requirements and practices of various low input sustainable agriculture systems including, but not limited
to, certified organic agriculture.
Learning Outcomes Students who successfully complete Agri 230 will be able to:
Describe major ecosystem processes and cycles and the agri-ecosystem in which they farm
Collect, compile and analyze pertinent social, biogeoclimatic and economic information and use it to construct holistic,
sustainable farm plans
Apply principles and practices of holism and sustainability to their agricultural endeavours, including farm production
practices and farm stewardship

METHODS:

Lecture, field trip, seminar, case studies, student directed studies

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :) [] Yes X No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be]

Gleissman, S.R. Agroecology: Ecological Processes in Sustainable Agriculture. Ann Arbor press.

Savory, A. Holistic Resource Management.

Canadian Organic Growers, 2002. Organic Field Crop Handbook (J. Wallace, 27 Ed.) Canadian Organic Growers
Canadian Organic Growers, 2000. Organic Livestock Handbook (A. Macey, Ed.) Canadian Organic Growers.
Powers, L.E. and R. McSorley, 2000. Ecological Principles of Agriculture. Thomson, Delmar.

Savory, A. and J. Butterfield, 1998. Holistic Management: A New Framework for Decision-making.

University of California. The Small Farm Handbook. Small Farm Centre. University of California.

A Guide to Starting a New Farm Enterprise (with spreadsheets). BCMAFF www.agf.gov.bc.ca

Organic Gardeners Handbook (Pests and Diseases), Ellis and Bradley, Rodale Press

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

Soil maps, boots, shovels, COABC: British Columbia Certified Organic Production Operation Policies and Management Standards,
Version 5 — Book 1: Operation Policies & Procedures, Book 2: Certified Organic Management Standards,

www.certifiedorganic.bec.ca/standards

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]
Preliminary assignment: 10 %

Participation and group work: 15%

Outline Whole Farm Plan: 40 %

Final assignment: 35%

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Setting goals and objectives; ecological processes in sustainable agriculture; bringing together all the resources — planning the whole farm
for environmental sustainability, social responsibility and economic feasibility. Holistic decision-making; stewardship on the farm:
sustainable production practices; environmental management within the watershed; community relatedness or fit. Case studies and field
trip.



