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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FORMER COURSE NUMBER UCFV CREDITS
Global Issues in Agriculture
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course will cover a broad range of topics such as world agricultural policies and their effect on food production, farm legislation, trade
negotiations, and emerging alternative practices for commercial agricultural production. Exact topics may change, but this course will include

discussion and guest speakers.

PREREQUISITES: None

COREQUISITES:
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(a  Replaces: AGRI 146 AND 164

(Conrse #) (Department/ Program)
(b)  Cannot take: AGRI 146 OR 164 for further credit.

(Conrse #) (Department/ Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 90 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 30 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 60 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: Hrs
Student Directed Learning: Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT:

EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:

30

Yeatrly, fall semester
[ Yes X No
[ Yes Xl No
[ Yes Xl No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:
Rose Mortison (Curricutum Committee)
Department Head: Dean:
Norma Senn
PAC Approval in Principle Date: PAC Final Approval Date: December 10, 2003
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Introduce students to the setting and process framework of Agriculture policy;

Help students gain an understanding of major agricultural trade agreements;

Enable discussion of major global issues such as hunger, barriers to trade and agricultural degradation of the environment;

Present one framework for ethical decision-making;

Provide a respectful forum where students of differing viewpoints can formally explore, present and discuss pertinent agricultural issues
and emerging (or traditional) alternatives.

Students successfully completing Agri 270 will have an introductory understanding of agricultural policy, policies that affect their
agricultural endeavours and agricultural organizations that can influence policy.

Completing students will gain an appreciation of the complexity and importance of some agricultural issues and of diverging points of
view regarding these issues, within the agricultural community.

Students will gain experience in both group discussions and decision-making.

METHODS:

Lecture, group discussion, guest speakers, decision cases, student presentations and attendance at agricultural meetings.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :) X Yes [1No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Challenge exam

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

An Agriculture Policy textbook #ay be required; readings will be assigned, and students are expected to regulatly read, and to come to
class ready to discuss, articles of interest in the agricultural press and in daily newspapers.

Baylis, K., 2002. Agriculture Policy, Agribusiness and Rent-seeking Behaviour. University of Toronto press.

Knutson, R. Agriculture and Food Policy (4 Ed.) Prentice-Hall.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
N/A

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Mid-term test/assignment: 30%

Attendance, co-chairing one class and class participation: 10%

Presentation of assigned topic (procedural and format details to be decided by consensus on first class meeting): 20%.
Completion, within one week of presentation, of material for public dissemination: 10%

Final examination: 30%.

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]
Global Issues
Part 1
1. Agriculture policy: The Setting and The Policy Process
2. International trade and macroeconomic policy
The wortld food problem
International trade and trade agreements
3. Canadian agricultural policy:
Goals, History; The changing policy environment



4. Canadian agriculture in the global village

Sustainability; Production; Marketing; Developmnent
Part 2
A student-conducted, instructor aided, investigation of pertinent issues in agriculture, particularly those that challenge or support
alternative agriculture systems. Students, working in groups, will be guided through the presentation of an issue of interest to the class,
with an analysis of its cause, implications and possible resolution(s). Through these prepared group presentations, guest speakers and
group activities such as the use of decision cases, students will be encouraged to fully investigate important issues and to develop their
own decision-making criteria. Each group of students will be required to author a summary of their topic, in a form suitable for public
dissemination.
5. Making Tough Choices: A framework for ethical decision-making
6. Some current Issues and Alternatives:

Student-led presentations and case studies

Attendance at relevant producer meetings

Guest lectures



