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COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UCFV CREDITS 
 Agriculture Seminar Series  

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Students will attend, help present, and discuss a series of seminars which address topical agriculture issues in areas 
such as Policy and Trade, Innovation, Gender, Research, Problem Solving, Natural Resources, World Food Supply, 
and Demographics. Guest lecturers will be included. Seminar content will change from year-to-year; topics will present 
information that is new to most students or that adds to information presented in other agriculture department offerings. 
Students, in groups or individually, will research and present a short seminar in an approved area of interest. Students 
will be given a problem-solving and decision-making assignment related to one or more topics.  

 
 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:  AGRI 207, AGRI 270          
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM:  60      TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures:       Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar:   40 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment:  25    
Student directed learning:   20 Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Annually  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Rose Morrison  
Department Head:  Rose Morrison       Date approved: January 2008  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: January 18, 2008  
Curriculum Committee chair: Rose Morrison   Date approved: January 2008  
Dean/Associate VP:  Harv McCullough       Date approved: March 6, 2008  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: February 1, 2008  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will: 
• Understand some pertinent and often complex agricultural issues 
• Be able to engage in problem solving and ethical decision-making 
• Be able to do group work and seminar research and presentation                                                               

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Guest lecturers, presentations, discussions, problem-solving case(s). 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): Seminar content changes from year-to-year and 
focuses on new information; it is not likely that PLAR can be awarded      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

No specific text book is required; students will be assigned pertinent readings and / or directed to online resources, 
journals, newspapers, etc. 
      
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Suitable clothing/footwear for on-farm problem-solving assignment(s). 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Student seminar presentation: 30% 
Mid-term test/assignment :25% 
Attendance and participation (weekly attendance; chairing one seminar; preparing questions): 15% 
Final assignment: 30%  
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Biosecurity: the latest challenge for farmers 
The new Agriculture Policy Framework 
Climate change and agriculture 
Latest technology in precision farming 
Challenges and opportunities in certified organic farming 
Trade harmonization and the WTO 
What’s new in plant breeding? 
Milk quality and milk marketing update 
Designing research – and a hypothetical research question 
World water resources 
Progress in the Fraser Valley soil nutrient study 
Gendered fields: What is the situation today? 
A framework for problem solving – and a case study 
Genetically modified organisms 
 
 
 


