
  UPAC FORM #2 (Page 1) 

 
 
 
 
 

OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Science, Health and Human Services - Agriculture Technology 
AGRI 294       3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Basic Landscape Design 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This is an introductory course in residential landscape plan development. Practical plant selection and various hard 
landscape applications commonly used in residential landscaping will be covered. Course materials will cost about $135. 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM:  105  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures:  70  Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar:      Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:  35  Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 20  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Once a year, 

 Fall semester 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1989 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September, 2007 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: March 2011 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Nancy Moore  Norma Senn (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Norma Senn  Wanda Gordon 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: Mar. 30, 2007 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will have learned how to design and hand draft residential landscapes. 
At the end of the course, successful students will be able to: 
- identify and use hand drafting supplies commonly used by landscape designers 
- set up standard landscape design sheets giving title blocks, bubble diagrams and schematic diagrams, provide plant lists using  
  Latin names 
- describe basic design principles of: balance, harmony, repetition, focal points, shapes 
- identify planting plan symbols 
- describe, and show on designs, hard landscaping design criteria including retaining walls, driveways, paths, patios 
- list and describe plant material specifications, such as sizes, planting directions, spacing, staking 
- describe considerations in selecting plant materials for various growing locations and maintenance requirements 
- estimate costs to install a completed design 
- identify and describe various hard landscaping materials, such as pavers, allen blocks, fences, etc. 
- describe landscape design criteria for crime prevention 
- describe landscape design criteria for naturescaping 
- make a presentation for a prospective client on the landscape design 
 
METHODS: 

Lecture, use of videos and field trips; mentored design projects - students will develop an individual design and participate in a group 
design. The latter will be evaluated by an outside, invited jury. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Submission of a portfolio showing examples of the student's design work. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Reference: BC Landscape Standards (BC Society of Landscape Architects and BCLNA) 
John Brooks Garden Design Book 
Sunset Garden Book 
Western Lawn and Garden Book 
Residential Landscaping I by Theodore Walker 
Course pack 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

- 4 sheets (minimum) of vellum drafting paper (24" x 36"); this paper is available in rolls or sheets 
- 1 ROLL of flimsy tracing paper (24” wide) 
- Mechanical drafting pencil (Staedtler Mars 780) for 2 mm leads 
- 2 mm leads for above pencil: 2H (good for drawing and printing), 4H (good for drawing guide lines) 
**Instead of the above mechanical pencil and leads, you may wish to purchase 2H and 4H wooden pencils 
- 30” or 36" T-square 
- Triangles: 45/45/90 and 30/60/90 (larger size is better) 
- ONE of the following scales, depending on what you prefer to work in: 
      - architect's scale (if using imperial), range 1/8"...1 ½" approx. 
      - metric scale (if using metric), range 1:1...1:100 approx. 
- Flexible curve OR 2-3 piece french curve set 
- Circle template up to 1.5" (40 mm) approx. 
- Lead sharpener (for 2 mm leads) or regular pencil sharpener 
- Eraser (white) 
- Erasing shield 
- Ames lettering guide 
- Brush for sweeping drawings clean (can be a clean, soft, new paint brush) 
- ½" masking tape for attaching drawings to table (or 1 pkg. Drafting Dots) 
 
- Optionals:  protractor 
                    compass 
                    drawing tube to carry drawings in 



 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Individual residential assignment - 35% 
Group campus assignment - 35% 
Cost estimate for group assignment - 10% 
Quizzes - 15% 
Attendance - 5% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1.  Introduction 
        - mission statement 
        - grade standards and definitions 
        - design process (videos) 
        - production of residential plan 
        - drafting supplies (demo) 
2.  Artistic principles and elements of design (lecture, slides) 
3.  Standard sheet layout (title block, etc.) 
4.  Bubble diagram, schematic diagram 
5.  Basic garden shapes (lecture, slides) 
6.  Planting plan symbols 
7.  Hard landscaping 
        - parking, patios (decks), sidewalks, driveways 
        - optimum and practical sizes 
8.  Plant material 
        - sizes available, growing methods, planting and staking, spacing 
        - garden terms 
        - plant list 
        - sun/shade requirements 
        - shapes 
        - types 
9.  Low, moderate, high maintenance landscapes 
        - lawns, shrub beds, trees, hard landscaping 
10.  Group project 
        - locating services 
        - measurement (triangulation) 
        - criteria for public areas 
11.  Cost estimating 
12.  Sections and details 
13.  Retaining walls 
        - types, construction, reasons for failure, material used 
14.  Paving materials 
        - types, construction 
15.  Design presentation methods 
16.  Use of wood, rock, and water 
        - materials, applications, construction 
17.  Naturescaping 
        - definition 
        - applications for residential, public,and commercial landscapes 
18.  Landscaping for crime prevention 
        - potential problems and solutions for residential and public landscapes 
 
 


