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COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
History of Art and Culture in a Global Context 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will introduce students to the study of visual art and culture in a global context. Thematic approaches to the 
art of various cultures will encourage students to appreciate distinct cultural traditions while also considering collisions, 
connections and cross-fertilization between cultures. Some reference will be made to Indigenous Art in British 
Columbia. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar:       Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every semester  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2013 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2019 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Jill Bain  
Department Head: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: September 28, 2012  
Campus Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: N/A  
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: December 7, 2012  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: December 7, 2012  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: February 1, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• articulate an appreciation and understanding of visual art and culture in a global context 
• describe how  the production and reception of works of art vary  according to cultural and chronological contexts 
• employ a specialized vocabulary to describe works of art and architecture 
• describe some of the methods and materials employed in art-making 
• recognize and analyze how art conveys meaning through a variety of subjects, signs, and symbols employed  
• engage relevant theories and methodologies to interpret visual communication 
• demonstrate these skills in discussions, exams, and written projects 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures; discussions; optional visits to exhibitions 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

M. Lazzari and D. Schlesier, Exploring Art: A Global, Thematic Approach, Thomson 2008 
Julian Bell, Mirror of the world: a new history of art, Thames and Hudson, 2007  
Anne d'Alleva, Look! Art History Fundamentals, Prentice Hall 2006 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

20% short assignment 
20% mid-term exam 
35% term paper 
20% final exam 
5% participation 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Visual culture in a global context: an introduction 
Week 2: Art and religion 
Week 3: Art and politics 
Week 4: Art and society 
Week 5: Art and gender 
Week 6: Art and craft 
Week 7: Art and science 
Week 8: Art and technology 
Week 9: Genres of art 
Week 10: The idea of the artist 
Week 11: Censorship and iconoclasm 
Week 12: Collecting art/displaying art 
Week 13: Art and interpretation 
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