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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:    This course focuses on the art and architecture of Renaissance Italy. Works of
art will be examined according to their historical context, taking into consideration the dominant political,
religious, and social concerns of the period. The relationship of the visual arts to the arts of literature and music
will also be explored.

RATIONALE:   The Italian Renaissance marks a turning point in the history of Western culture, and has had an
enormous influence on subsequent developments in the history of art and culture. It thus represents one of the
essential areas of study for all students of Western culture.

COURSE PREREQUISITES: Art History 101, or permission of the instructor

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture   40 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory     hrs Learning   hrs
STUDENT Seminar   20   hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience     8 hrs                                   hrs
TOTAL             60 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:      25            

Is transfer credit requested?      9   Yes      9    No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):                 Jill Bain                                              Chairperson:                           N/A                      

                                                                                                            Curriculum Committee

Department Head:                   R. Wallace, PhD                                  Dean:                                 W.R. Bate                 
             

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                              PAC: Final Approval:        December 17, 1997  

                                                                        (Date)                                                                                    (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces             N/A                       
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take        N/A                       for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

John T. Paoletti and Gary M. Radke, Art in Renaissance Italy, 1997.
Michael Baxandall, Painting and Experience in Fifteenth-Century Italy, 1988.
Coursepack of readings, including excerpts from Petrarch, Machiavelli, Castiglione, Dante, Boccaccio

OBJECTIVES:

To gain an understanding of Italian Renaissance culture through a contextual examination of its visual arts.

METHODS:

The course will combine lectures, seminars, discussions, and readings.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Participation 15%
Seminar presentation15%
Midterm exam 20%
Term essay 25%
Final exam 25%

COURSE CONTENT

This course will trace the developments of the Italian Renaissance from the beginning of the fourteenth
century to the end of the sixteenth. While the focus of the course will be on the visual arts, thematic parallels
will be drawn in an examination of the period's literature and music, and all will be examined within the
historical context. The religious and political uses of art and architecture will receive particular emphasis.
Themes to be studied include: artistic patronage, the classical tradition, the role of humanism, civic pride,
the courtly arts, women and the arts, science and art, and the practical aspects of art making: materials and
methods, workshop practices, artist/patron relationships.


