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COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Studies in Renaissance Art 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will examine developments in the visual culture of Renaissance Europe from the fourteenth through the 
sixteenth centuries. This is a time of intense artistic productivity and intellectual exploration that stimulates profound 
changes in the production, circulation, and reception of visual art, marking the beginning of the early modern period. 
The visual culture of this era will be examined in relation to historical and geographical contexts, and the dominant 
political, religious, and social concerns of the period. The specific topic will vary. Please consult the instructor. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: 9 credits of 100- or 200-level Art History. Students who do not meet these prerequisites, 
but have completed 45 university-level credits may obtain instructor's permission. 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 40 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every other year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1998 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2014 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: May 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Jill Bain  
Department Head: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: October 25, 2013  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: n/a  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: November 22, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Describe, discuss, and analyze the production, circulation, and reception of works of the visual culture of the 

Renaissance era. 
• Demonstrate a familiarity with the subjects, symbols, and signs significant to this era. 
• Demonstrate use of a specialized vocabulary to describe the visual culture of the period. 
• Describe, discuss, and analyze the visual arts in relation to their social, political, and religious contexts. 
• Demonstrate a familiarity with the methods and materials of art-making and building in this period. 
• Engage critically in the analysis of visual communication. 
• Demonstrate these skills in discussions, exams, presentations, and written projects. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, seminars, discussions, audio-visual materials, optional field trips 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Example I: Arts and Architecture in Fifteenth Century Italy 
John T. Paoletti, Gary M. Radke, Art in Renaissance Italy, 4th edition, 2011 
 
Michelle O’Malley and Evelyn Welch, eds., The Material Renaissance (Manchester, 2007) 
J.K. Nelson and R.J. Zeckhauser, The Patron’s Payoff (Princeton, 2008) 
Michael Baxandall, Painting and Experience in Fifteenth-Century Italy, 2nd edition,1988 
A coursepack to include primary sources and articles. 
 
Example II: Arts and Architecture in Sixteenth Century Italy 
Stephen J Campbell and Michael W. Cole, Italian Renaissance Art (Thames and Hudson, 2012) 
Evelyn Welch, Shopping in the Renaissance: Consumer Cultures in Italy, 1400-1600 (Yale, 2009) 
Elizabeth Currie, Inside the Renaissance House (Victoria and Albert, 2006) 
A coursepack to include primary sources and articles. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Reading responses: 10% 
Midterm exam:  20% 
Term project:  40% 
Final exam:  25% 
Participation:  5% 
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COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Example I: Arts and Architecture in Fifteenth Century Italy: 
1. Introduction: Defining the “Renaissance” 
2. Patrons, Artists, and Viewers 
3. The International Style 
4. Humanism and Perspective 
5. Civic Art, Culture, and Competition 
6. Family Commissions, Papal Commissions 
7. The Rise of the Medici 
8. The "Period Eye" and Renaissance Aesthetics 
9. The Renaissance Court, part I 
10. Women as Patrons, Artists and Subjects 
11. Venice in the Quattrocento 
12. The Renaissance Court, part II 
13. The end of the Quattrocento 

 
Example II: Arts and Architecture in Sixteenth Century Italy 

1. The return of the Republic: public patronage in Florence 
2. Domestic arts in Northern Italy 
3. Renewal of Rome: rebuilding St. Peter's 
4. Julius II: the tomb and the Sistine Chapel 
5. Papal patronage and the Vatican apartments 
6. Mannerism, the Medici, and material goods 
7. The Courtly Arts: Mantua, Parma, Genoa 
8. Printmaking in Italy and the circulation of imagery 
9. Venice and the Doges 
10. Titian, colorito, and consumers in Venice 
11. Milan, Bergamo, Cremona, Bologna 
12. The Florence of Cosimo I 
13. Rome, Reformation, Revival 
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