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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

AH 312    Visual Arts 4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Studies in Baroque Art and Architecture
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course will address art produced from the late sixteenth through the early eighteenth century in what is commonly defined as 
“Baroque” style. Approached from the vantage points of the Counter-Reformation and rise of modern European states, this course 
will incorporate the principal works of architecture, urban planning, and pictorial arts - painting, printmaking, and sculpture. Artistic 
production will be placed in wider cultural and socio-political contexts. Students will explore art in relation to the rise of the art 
academies, art theory, and topics such as religious conflict, scientific discovery, political geography, and economic expansion with 
the creation of colonial empires.  

Note: the specific topic may vary so please consult the current timetable. 
 

PREREQUISITES: 9 credits of 100- or 200-level Art History.  Students who do not meet these pre-reqs  
but have completed 45 university-level credits may obtain instructor's permission 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:             
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 40 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every other year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: August 2013 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Aleksandra Idzior  
Department Head: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: April 2009  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: April 24, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:         Date approved: May 2009  
Dean/Associate VP:         Date approved: June 22, 2009  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: August 24, 2009  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
     - demonstrate knowledge of the artistic and cultural production during the Baroque period in relation to social, political, and   
       Religious contexts 
     - recognize the stylistic characteristics of Baroque art in its national and regional representations 
     - demonstrate a familiarity with the methods, materials, subjects, symbols, and signs significant to the period and region  
     - recognize and analyze reception and dissemination of artistic production in the historical context  
     - demonstrate understanding of the basics of art historical methodology through readings and in-depth case studies 
     - demonstrate research skills in the field of art history and visual culture  
     - demonstrate critical skills to formulate, articulate and communicate ideas in oral and written forms. 
 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

  Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment    Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Alpers, Svetlana. The Art of Describing: Dutch Art in the Seventeenth Century, Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1983 
Bomford, David, et al. Rembrandt, New Haven: Yale UP, 2006 
Chapman, H. Perry, et al. Jan Steen: Painter and Storyteller, New Haven: Yale UP, 1996 
Gowing, Lawrence. Vermeer, New York: Harper and Row Publishers, 1990 
North, Michael. Art and Commerce in the Dutch Golden Age, New Haven: Yale UP, 1997 
Schama, Simon. The Embarrassment of Riches. An Interpretation of Dutch Culture of the Golden Age, New York: Knopf, 1987  
Slive, Seymour. Dutch Painting 1600-1800, New Haven, London: Yale UP, 1995 
Westermann, Mariet. A Wordly Art: The Dutch Republic 1585-1718, New Haven, London: Yale UP, 1996 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

20% in class individual or group presentation  

10% participation 

20% mid-term exam 

20% final exam 

30% term paper 

COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Dutch Baroque or Art of the Golden Age 
Week 1: Dutch Republic - Calvinism, Iconoclasm and Art Market  
Week 2: The Netherlandish Tradition 
Week 3: Carravagism in the Dutch Republic 
Week 4: Rembrandt 
Week 5: Rembrandt’s Workshop 
Week 6: Frans Hals and Dutch Portraiture 
Week 7: Genre Painting – Low Life and Comic Modes  
Week 8: Naturalism and Interpretation 
Week 9: Landscape and Marine Painting, 
Week 10: Scenes of Everyday Life, Domestic Interior, Still Life 
Week 11: Architectural Painting  
Week 12: Vermeer and Scientific Observation; the Delft School 
Week 13: The Legacy of 17th Century Dutch Art 
 
 


