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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   Physical anthropology is the study of human evolution. It includes our relationship to
the other animals and the origin of physical and behaviour traits which together make humans distinct—a large and
complex brain, upright posture, tool making, symbolic language, sharing. Included also is the study of human
diversity—the origins and importance of past ways of life, from the earliest hunters to the pyramid builders of Egypt and
Central America. Students will learn how evolution and past life ways are studied.

RATIONALE:   

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture  45 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar   hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                                   hrs
TOTAL   45 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:      35            

Transfer credit: :   Yes      9    No
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Course Designer(s):                     D. Wyatt                                                Chairperson:                   D. Gibson                           
                                                                                                                                                          Curriculum Committee
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces                                   
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take                                  for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

Anthropology 101 Reading Package (RP) - available in university college bookstore
The Third Chimpanzee, by Jared Diamond (TTC)

OBJECTIVES:

Anthropology, like the other social sciences (sociology, psychology, etc.), seeks to answer the question "why do
people behave the way they do?"

Anthropologists use two insights to help them answer this question. First, they know that people may behave the way
they do because a long period of human evolution has built certain behaviour into them—made it a part of "human
nature." The study of human evolution and development is the subject of Anthropology 101. The theory of evolution,
race and racism, the evidence for human evolution, and how paleoanthropologists and archaeologists study past life
will be looked at.

A second insight is this: people live in groups, and each society shares a culture—a set of rules, categories,
assumptions and values that society members learn. Thus people behave the way they do because they learn their
culture and behave accordingly. Becoming cultural is part of becoming human, so it’s part of Anthropology 101. The
study of different societies and cultures will form the major part of Anthropology 102.

METHODS:

Lectures, videos.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Four examinations
Short written assignments
Quiz (2)
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COURSE CONTENT

1. Introduction.  What’s anthropology? What are its subfields? Why study it? What will we do in Anthropology
101?

2. Evolution: The Basics. The how, when, where, why, what and who of evolution.
David Wyatt, "Creation and Evolution." (RP)
Richard Leakey, In the Beginning. (video)
Evolution. (video)

3. Human Races. Biological and social race. Do human races exist? Are they "evolution in action" or the product of
social forces? Racial superiority and inferiority.
David Wyatt, "Science and Racial Myths. (RP)
Jared Diamond, "Sexual Selection and the Origin of Human Races." (TTC)

4. Fish, Amphibians, Reptiles, Mammals. 
Recommended: Larry Gonisk, The Cartoon History of the Universe, Vol. 1, The Evolution of Everything
(Including Sex). (On reserve in the library.)

5. The Primates. Prosimians, Monkeys, Apes, Hominids.
William A. Haviland, "The Modern Primates." (RP)
Jared Diamond, "Prologue, " "Just Another Species of Big Mammal," and "A Tale of Three Chimps." (TTC)
David Attenborough, A Life in the Trees. (video)

6. Hominid Evolution. The fossil and other evidence for human origins. Hominid physical evolution.
Pat Ohlendorf, "Tracking down the missing links." (RP)
Jared Diamond, "The Great Leap Forward," "An Animal with a Strange Life Cycle," "The Evolution of Human
Sexuality," and "How We Pick our Mates and Sex Partners." (TTC)
Stephen Jay Gould, "Human Babies as Embryos." (RP)
Richard Leakey, One Small Step and A Human Way of Life. (videos)

7. The Development of Human Nature and Culture. The development of tool making, language, social life.
Archaeological evidence. What are humans basically like? How did we get that way?
Jared Diamond, "Uniquely Human," "The Great Leap Forward," "Bridges to Human Language." (TTC)
Joshua Fishman, "Hard Evidence." (RP)
Jared Diamond, "How to Speak Neanderthal." (RP)
"Stone Tools." (RP)
Richard Leakey, Beyond Africa and A New Era   (videos).
Quest for Fire (video)

8. Later Human Culture. Humans move to the New World. The agricultural and urban revolutions.
William Haviland, "Cultivation and Domestication." (RP)
Jared Diamond, "Agriculture’s Mixed Blessings," "Accidental Conquerors," and "Blitzkrieg and Thanksgiving in
the New World." (TTC)
William Haviland, "The Rise of Cities." (RP)
Richard Leakey, Settling Down (video)
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COURSE CONTENT:   (contd.)

9. Evolution and Creation. How do they differ? Evolution science and creation science. What does the evidence
show? (all readings from reading package).
David Wyatt, "Creation and Evolution."
Genesis 1:1-2:4, 6:5-8:21, from The Bible.
Kenneth Pierce et al, "Putting Darwin Back in the Dock."
Roger Lewin, "Fossil Dating" "Creation Science of Ontario," "Overwhelming Evidence for a Young Earth."
David Wyatt, "Evolution and the Second Law of Thermodynamics."
Sharon Begley, "Evolution: Change at a Snail’s Pace."
Francis Hitching, panels from The Neck of the Giraffe.
Chris McGowan, "Noah’s Ark: Fact or Fable?"


