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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UCFV CREDITS
Human Origins

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course traces humanity’s past through an examination of the scientific evidence for human physical and cultural
evolution drawn from molecular biology, primate behaviour, fossil remains, and material culture. You will be introduced
to the basics of evolution, and key questions anthropologists consider about human origins.

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES: None
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 45 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Two sections per year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes X No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) []Yes 1 No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes [1No

Course designer(s): Douglas Hudson, Nicole Oakes

Department Head: Elizabeth Dennis Date approved: Nov. 2, 2007
Supporting area consultation (UPACAL) Date of meeting: Nov. 16, 2007
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster Date approved: Dec. 7, 2007
Dean/Associate VP: Eric Davis Date approved: Dec. 21, 2007

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: Feb. 1, 2008
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:

1. Understand of the Darwinian/Synthetic theory of evolution.

2. Understand dating methods used by human paleontologists and archaeologists.

3. Describe the evolution of the major primate groups (prosimians, monkeys, apes, and humans).

4. Understand the physical and cultural evolution of hominids through an examination of fossil and early
archaeological evidence.

5. Understand the questions raised by the fossil and archaeological evidence, such as “Are sex roles or aggression

rooted in nature or culture?” and race as a cultural construction.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures, videos, student discussions, readings.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

[] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
X Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Jurmain, Robert, Lynn Kilgore, Wanda Trevathan, Essentials of Physical Anthropology, 2006. 6th Ed. Wadsworth.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

May vary by instructor. No unusual supplies.
STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Exam #1 (mid-term) 25%
Exam #2 (final) 25%
Book review and presentation 30%

Class assignments (on-going in-class exercises) 20%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Introduction: To anthropology; to physical anthropology
Evolution: The basics

Dating methods

Primates

Primate evolution and paleoanthropological methods
Hominid evolution

The emergence of modern humans

Later human culture
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