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MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:      35          

Is transfer credit requested?        :  Yes          9 No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):    Douglas Hudson, Ph.D. Chairperson:                E. Davis   
                                                                                                                           Curriculum Committee

Department Head: Jean Ballard                    Dean:            J. D. Tunstall, Ph.D

PAC:  Approval in Principle PAC:  Final Approval:    September 01, 1991          
             
                                                     (Date)                                                                               (Date)

OUTLN95/01/dd



Page 2 of 4 

Anthropology 111                       
NAME & NUMBER OF COURSE

SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces                                 
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take                                  for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

Kirk, Ruth, Wisdom of the Elders

OBJECTIVES:

1. to introduce students to traditional Native life and show them the differences in the way Native people
lived in different part of the province.

2. to introduce the differences between BC Native culture and European culture at the time of European
settlement.

3. to show students that Native life before the coming of Europeans was not "primitive" or "backwards" or
"pagan," although Europeans have used these terms when talking about it.

4. to examine some of the changes in Native life that occurred with European settlement. The common
idea is that Native people were simply overwhelmed by Europeans; in fact, this was not so.

5. To trace Native ways of life into the past, see how old they might be, and to look at their possible
origins and development.

6. to introduce students to the way that anthropologists look at societies and to the strengths and
weaknesses of their approach.

METHODS:

Lecture, seminar discussions, A/V presentations.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Students will have the choice of working for an "A" or a "B."  If working for a "B," they must do the homework
assignments, tests and a map quiz. If working for an "A" grade, students must do an additional assignment.
This can be a book report, a family tree, a family history or culture project, or some other project.
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NAME & NUMBER OF COURSE

COURSE CONTENT

1. Introduction.  Purposes of the course.  How anthropologists look at culture.  The strengths and
weaknesses of the anthropological approach.  Why take a course on "Indians of B.C. -- Traditional
Life"?  
Readings: Vine Deloria, Jr., "Anthropologists and Other Friends," from Custer Died For Your Sins. 

(xer)  
Marvin Harris, "Mother Cow," from Cows, Pigs, Wars, and Witches.  (xer)

2. Basic information.  Indian tribes, bands, and languages in B.C.
Readings: David Wyatt, "Native Names in British Columbia: Myth and History." (xer)

Wisdom of the Elders, Ch. 1: "Today's Elders."

3. Native technology.  How Native people in the interior and on the coast make a living.  Their
environments, food, tools, houses, etc.
Readings: Relevent sections in: David Wyatt, "Nlaka'pamux."

Ruth Kirk, Wisdom of the Elders
Recommended reading (on reserve in library): three books by Hillary Stewart: Artifacts of
the Northwest Coast Indians; Indian Fishing; Cedar.

4. Native social organization.  Every society needs not only to make a living, but to organize.  The
organization of interior life and coastal life were quite different.
Readings: Wisdom of the Elders, Ch. 2: "Kinship, Rank, and Marriage," and Ch. 5: "Dealing with

Others: Trade, Conflict, and Marraige."
David Wyatt, "Nlaka'pamux"
Philip Drucker, "The Opulent Tsimshian" (xer)
"Coastal Social Organization" (xer)
"What is a Tsimshian Lineage?" (xer)
Don Gosnell, "The Four Hunters" (xer)
Kalervo Oberg, "Tlingit Crime and Punishment" (handout)
Wayne Suttles, "Coast Salish Class and Morality" (handout)
David Wyatt, "The Kwakiutl Potlatch" (handout)
George Woodcock, "The Spirit Questors" (xer)

5. Native values, art, religion.  The values, art and religion of any people reflect the rest of their life.
Readings:Wisdom of the Elders, Ch. 3: "Ceremonials and Religion."

George Woodcock, "A Witnessing."
Relevent sections in: 
David Wyatt, "Nlaka'pamux"
Philip Drucker, "The Opulent Tsimshian"
David Wyatt, "The Kwakiutl Potlatch"
George Woodcock, "The Spirit Questors"
Recommended reading (on reserve in library): Hillary Stewart, Looking at Indian Art of
the Northwest Coast
Pamela Amoss, Coast Salish Spirit Dancing
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COURSE CONTENT (cont'd)

6. Origins.  Native origin stories.  How archaeologists trace Native life into the past and their theories of
Indian origins.  The current archaeological evidence of the settlement of North America.
Readings: Brian M. Fagan, "The First Americans," from People of the Earth (xer)

Wisdom of the Elders, Ch. 6: "Seeing the Past from the Present"

7. Changes in Native life with the coming of Europeans.
Readings: Wisdom of the Elders, Ch. 7: "The Dawn of a New Era," Ch. 8: "A Changing World," and

Ch. 9: "Today and Tomorrow"
David Wyatt, "Nlaka'pamux"


