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SUBJECT/NUMBER OF COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE UCFV CREDITS

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: An introduction to world religions beginning with the search for religion’s essence (in
ideas ranging from the Perennial Philosophy to the theories of Durkheim, Marx, Freud and Jung) and continuing with an
overview of indigenous religion (the Sto:lo, Hopi and Tsembaga), and religions of the West (Judaism, Christianity, Islam),
and the East (Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism). The course uses lectures, discussions, readings and films to consider such
guestions as “What is religion?”, “What does religion do for individuals?”, and “What is religion’s place in today’s
world?”

RATIONALE:
COURSE PREREQUISITES: None
COURSE COREQUISITES: None
HOURS PER TERM Lecture 30 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning 2 hrs
STUDENT Seminar 5 hrs Other - specify:
Field Experience hrs hrs
TOTAL 37 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:___35

Is transfer credit requested? = Yes 9 No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): David Wyatt, Ph.D Chairperson: E. Davis
Curriculum Committee

Department Head: Jean Ballard Dean: J. D. Tunstall, Ph.D
PAC: Approval in Principle PAC: Final Approval: February 25, 1998
(Date) (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a) replaces Anth 230
(course #)

(b) cannot take for further credit
(course #)

SUPPLIES/IMATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS (List reading resources elsewhere)

David Wyatt, Anthrop. 130 Reading Package (for details see “course content” below)

OBJECTIVES:

Student familiarity with basic terminology for talking about religion (atheism, agnosticism, animism, etc.) and with
theories which attempt to explain religion’s essence (e.g. the Perennial Philosophy, Freud, Marx). Basic knowledge of
band and tribal religion and the “great” religious of the West and East.

METHODS:

Lecture, video, discussion, student-directed investigations.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Mid-term Exam 33%
Final Exam 33%
Church Visit Project  33%
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COURSE CONTENT

Introduction. Goals of the course. Defining religion. What we won’t and will do. Religion’s binding role and
four functions: spiritual, psychological, social, ecological. Blaise Pascal and ways of knowing God. “God-talk”.
Theories of religion: the Perennial Philosophy and the modern scientific view; the sociology of Durkheim; Marx’s
and Harris's materialism.

“Blaise Pascal (1623-62)” (discussion assignment)

Richard N. Ostling, “Counting Every Soul on Earth.”

A. Jolly, et al, “Religious Belief and Ritual.”

F.C. Happold, excerpts from Mysticism: A Study and an Anthology.
Alan Watts, from “This is It.”

J.M. Cohen and J.F. Phipps, "Three Mystical Experiences."

Tom Harpur, “On God’s Wavelength.”

Marvin Harris, “Mother Cow.”

David Wyatt, “Explaining Religion."

“Indigenous” Religion. The religion of hunter-gatherers. Animism. Sto:lo spirit dancing. Shamanism. Tribes.
Harvesting and clans. Pueblo society, world view, and religion. Tsembaga ritual as a “management system.”

David Wyatt, “Sto:log Religion: Nature, Spirit, Healing.”
Michael Harner, “The Shamanic Journey: Introduction.”
Art Paul, “Indian Doctors.”

Terrence Armstrong, “Native lodge a healing friend.”
David Wyatt, “The Hopi: Being In Tune with the Cosmos.”
David Wyatt, “The Tsembaga.”

The Great Religions of the West. The origins of “civilization” and state religion. The basics of Judaism and
Islam. Jesus and Christianity. The Christian church. The Protestant Reformation. Secularization. Evangelical
and liberal Christianity.

Mary Pat Fisher, "Judaism: Wrestling with the one God."

May Pat Fisher, "Christianity: ‘'Jesus Christ is Lord.™

Tony Lane, "The Anabaptists."”

Walter Unger, "Christianity in the Modern World."

Douglas Todd, "Onward Evangelicals."

Wendy Feilden, "There are Christians--and there are Christians."
Mary Pat Fisher, "Islam: <There is no God but God."
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V. The Great Religions of the East. East and West: basic differences. Hinduism and Buddhism. East and West:
similarities. Westerners turning East and to cults.

Huston Smith, "Hinduism."

Nancy Wilson Ross, "The Buddha's Life Story and Basic Teachings."

Ven. Henepola Gunarata, "What Meditation is, " and "What Meditation Isn't."

Swami Ajaya, "Methods of Meditation."

Thich Nhat Hanh, "Transformation had Healing: The Four Establishments of Mindfulness."
Patricia Christian-Meyer, "Mahayana: The Path of Compassion."

Joseph Campbell, from "Zen"

David Wyatt, "Vajrayana, Pure Land, and Buddhism in the West."

Harvey Cox, "Turning East."

Mary Pat Fisher, "Sikhism: <By the Guru's grace thou shalt worship him."



