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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND MEDIA STUDIES 

ANTH 130 ANTH 230 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

WORLD RELIGIONS 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

An introduction to world religions beginning with the search for religion’s essence (in ideas ranging from the Perennial Philosophy to the 
theories of Durkheim, Marx, Freud, and Jung) and continuing with an overview of indigenous religion (the Sto:lo, Hopi, and Tsembaga), and 
religions of the West (Judaism, Christianity, Islam), and the East (Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism).  The course uses lectures, discussions, 
readings, and films to consider such questions as “What is religion?”, “What does religion do for individuals?”, and “What is religion’s place 
in today’s world?” 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces: ANTH 230        
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take: ANTH 230 for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 40 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar:      Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning: 5 Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: 3 to 4 sections per year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2002 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2006 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 David Wyatt        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Jean Ballard  Virginia Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 14, 2001 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Student should gain: 
 
1. A basic starting definition of “religion” and simple working vocabulary for talking about it (e.g., “atheist,” “agnostic,” “theist,” 

“animist,” etc.). 
2. An appreciation of the tying functions of religion – the spiritual tie to the divine, the social tie to other humans, the ecological tie 

to nature, the tie of psychological wholeness. 
3. An awareness of the common material, social and religious features of life in indigenous bands and tribes. 
4. An awareness of the “great” religions of the East – Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism. 
5. An awareness of the “great” religions of the West – Judaism, Christianity, Islam. 
 
METHODS: 

Lectures, videos, student discussions, readings 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Course challenge 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Gill, Religions of the World, 1997 
Fisher, Living Religions, 4th Ed., 1999.  Prentice-Hall 
Coursepack 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

May vary by instructor. 
No unusual supplies. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Examinations (3 @ 25% each) 75% 
Student paper   25% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
1. Religion:  A basic introduction and vocabulary 
2. The functions of religion 
3. Indigenous religion 
4. The religions of the West 
5. The religions of the East 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


