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ANTH 130 Social, Cultural & Media Studies 3

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UCFV CREDITS
Anthropology of World Religions

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course is an introduction to the world’s diverse religions from an anthropological perspective. The course
considers the work on religion of several key social theorists, and examines ritual, belief, myth, morality, worldview,
and religious identity (among other issues) in a number of ethnographic contexts, including those of the world
religions.

PREREQUISITES: None

COREQUISITES: None

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces: ANTH 230

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: ANTH 230 for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 30 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 15 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: 3 to 4 sections per year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes X No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) []Yes 1 No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes 1 No

Course designer(s): Nicola Mooney

Department Head: Elizabeth Dennis Date approved: Nov. 2, 2007
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1) Date of meeting: Nov. 16, 2007
Curriculum Committee chair: _Moira Gutteridge-Kloster Date approved: Dec. 7, 2007
Dean/Associate VP: _Eric Davis Date approved: Dec. 21, 2007

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: Feb. 1, 2008
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

. Articulate a sense of how religion is defined and a basic vocabulary for discussing it.

. Communicate an understanding of the social functions of religion.

. Enunciate an awareness of the commonalities and differences of global and local religious traditions in a
number of ethnographic contexts.

o Express an appreciation of the potential for cultural struggle over religious identity.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures, videos, student discussions, readings.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

[] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
X Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Moro, Pam, James Myers & Arthur Lehmann Magic, Witchcraft, and Religion: An Anthropological Study of the
Supernatural (7E/2008)
Stein, Rebecca L. & Philip L. Stein The Anthropology of Religion, Magic, and Witchcraft (2E/2008)

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Term tests 45%
Documentary or exhibit review 10%
Outline and essay 30%
Presentation 5%
Participation/discussion 10%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Approaching and Defining Religion

The Functions of Religion

Myth and Symbol

Ritual, Practice, and Practitioners
Religion and Identity

Great Traditions and Little Traditions
Religions of the East

Religions of the West

Colonialism and Religious Revitalization
Religion, Modernity, and The New Age



