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Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

ANTH 209  Social, Cultural and Media Studies  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Language and Culture 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course introduces students to a broad sample of the ways in which different cultures represent, organize, and 
express thought, knowledge, and discourses and the role of studies of culture and language in anthropology. This 
course will include linguistic representations in contemporary society including slang, jargon, and the language of 
various sub-cultures.  

Note: This course is offered as ANTH 209 and LING 209. Students may take only one of these for credit. 
 

PREREQUISITES: None. ANTH 100, ANTH 102, ENGL 109 or LING 101 recommended. 
COREQUISITES: None. 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with: LING 209        
(c) Cannot take: LING 209 for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 35 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 10 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every other year.  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)   Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Douglas Hudson  
Department Head: Eric Spalding   Date approved: January 8, 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: January 15, 2010  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Kloster   Date approved: January 15, 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 15, 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: February 26, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Define selected ideas and issues in anthropological studies of language and culture  
• Identify basic concepts used in anthropological studies of language and culture 
• Discuss the basic premises and ideas of how anthropology looks at language and culture through videos, 

reading, writing, discussions, and presentations 
• Research a selected topic that focuses on anthropological concepts and ideas in studies of language and 

culture 
• Explain ideas raised in the course in a variety of situations and formats, including discussions and written 

assignments 
 

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, films, and discussion. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

  Other (specify): Methods, including examination(s), portfolio assessment and interview(s), will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis. 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
Main Texts: 
Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics. 
Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Exercise and Activity Manual. 
Supplemental Texts (sections will be used in the course): 
Abram, David, 1996, The Spell of the Sensuous: Perception and Language in a More-than-Human World. New York: Vint  
Basso, Keith H., 1996, Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache. University of 
New Mexico Press. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

No special supplies. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
Practical exercises   20% 
Midterm exam    30% 
Essay  or research report 20%  
Final exam       30% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1. Introduction to the Course – Anthropology and Language 

2. Language and Culture  

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 1. 
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Course content continued 
 
3. Studying Language 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 2. 

4. Origins of Language 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 3. 

5. Describing Language 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 4. 

6. Language and Society 

This section deals with Language and Social Phenomena, Language and Gender, and Artificial Languages. 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 5. 

7. Social Functions of Language 

This section deals with Using Language, Conversational Devices, Speech Acts, Language Functions, Language and Myth. 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 6. 

Basso, Keith H., 1996, Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache.  

8. Writing Systems, Literacy, Online Communication 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 7. 

9. Popular Discourse: Slang and Jargon 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 8. 

10. Language and World View 

This section deals with Language and Classification, The Whorfian Hypothesis, Ethnoscience Terminologies. 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 9. 

Selections from: David Abram, 1996, The Spell of the Sensuous: Perception and Language in a More-than-Human World. 

11. Words and Concepts 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 10. 

Basso, Keith H. , 1996, Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache.  

12. Metaphor 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 11. 

Basso, Keith H., 1996, Wisdom Sits in Places: Landscape and Language Among the Western Apache.  

13. Pop Culture and Hip Talk 

Readings: Danesi, Marcel, 2008, Language, Society, and Culture: Introducing Anthropological Linguistics, Chapter 12. 

14. Student Presentations 
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