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KINSHIP AND GENDER: AN INTRODUCTION
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Anthropology 210 is an introduction to studies of kinship and gender, using examples from a variety of societies and cultures. Topics may
include social structure and kinship, the place of gender in stratification systems such as caste and class, ceremonies which emphasize
gender, and the ways in which various social structures have changed. This course draws extensively on anthropological studies of small-
scale and tribal societies, such as the Dobe Ju/*hoans of southern Africa, the Trobriand Islanders of the South Pacific, the Haida of the
Northwest Coast, the Nuer and Masai of east Africa, and others.
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PREREQUISITES: ANTH 102
COREQUISITES: None

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(a) Replaces: N/A
(Course #) (Department / Program)
(b) Cannot take N/A for further credit
(Course #) (Department / Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 20-45 hrs
Seminar: 10-15 hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Laboratory: hrs
Field Experience: hrs
Student Directed Learning: hrs
Other (Specify): hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLMENT: 35
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERING: Every second year
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? YES X NO

TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: YES X NO

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course designer(s): Chairperson:

Douglas Hudson (Curriculum Committee)

Department Head: Dean:

Jean Ballard J. D. Tunstall

PAC Approval in Principle Date: PAC Final Approval Date: March 29, 2000
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES/ LEARNING OUTCOMES:

This course will provide a basis for participants to do the following:

C demonstrate a knowledge of ideas and interpretations of kinship and gender in different types of societies

C develop a working vocabulary of anthropological concepts used in the interpretation and comparative study of kinship
and gender

C demonstrate a critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of relevant articles through writing, discussions, and
presentations

C carry out assignments on selected topics relevant to the course

explain and compare similarities and differences in various societies, especially in terms of varieties of gender relations

C make connections between the anthropological literature and one’s own experiences

(ep)

METHODS:

The course may be based on lectures, discussions of assigned readings, and seminars. Participants may be responsible for
in-class discussions of assigned readings.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR YES X NO

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAN:

Transfer or portfolio evaluation.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
The text will vary depending on the instructor and the course material. For the first offering the text will be:

Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

Research paper(s) on a selected topic(s) 20-30%
Exams 40-60%
Participation 10-20%
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COURSE CONTENT:

Sample for the course content:

Week 1: Introduction to course
Week 2: Basic concepts in studies of social organization, kinship, and gender.
Readings:

Friedl, E.: Society and Sex Roles. Article
Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapters 1,2,6

Weeks 3-4: Kinship and Gender in Societies with Bilateral Kinship
Readings:
Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 2 (p. 41-52), 5 (p.178)

Weeks 5-7: Kinship and Gender in Societies with Patrilineal Descent
Readings:
Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 3
Llewelyn-Davies, Melissa, Women, Warriors, and Patriarchs. In S. Ortner, H. Whitehead (eds.), 1981,
Sexual Meanings: The Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality. Cambridge University Press.

Weeks 8-10: Kinship and Gender in Societies with Matrilineal Descent
Readings:
Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 4
Ndembu Ritual. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University.
Schlegel, Alice, Male and Female in Hopi Thought and Action. In W. Haviland, R. Gordon (eds), 1996,
Talking About People: Readings in Contemporary Cultural Anthropology. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield.
Pages 141-149.

Week 11: Kinship and Gender in Societies with Double and Cognatic Descent
Readings:
Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 5.
Week 12: Kinship and Gender in North American Society
Readings:

Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 7.

Weeks 13-14 Part 3: Current Issues in the Study of Human Societies
Ginsberg, F., R. Rapp, 1991, The Politics of Reproduction. Annual Review of Anthropology 20:411-443.



