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FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND MEDIA STUDIES DEPARTMENT 

Anth 210       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

KINSHIP AND GENDER 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
Anthropology 210 is an introduction to studies of kinship and gender, using examples from a variety of 
societies and cultures. Topics may include social structure and kinship, the place of gender in stratification 
systems such as caste and class, ceremonies which emphasize gender, and the ways in which various 
social structures have changed. This course draws extensively on anthropological studies of small-scale 
and tribal societies. 
 

 
PREREQUISITES: Anth 102, or Soc 101 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces: N/A        
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take: N/A for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 20-45 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 10-15 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once every two years 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Douglas Hudson  Raymond Welch (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Elizabeth Dennis  Virginia Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 10, 2004 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• develop a working vocabulary of anthropological concepts used in the interpretation and comparative study of kinship 
and gender 

• demonstrate a critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of relevant articles through writing, discussions, and 
presentations 

• carry out assignments on selected topics relevant to the course 

• explain and compare similarities and differences in various societies, especially in terms of varieties of gender 
relations 

• make connections between the anthropological literature and one's own experiences 
 
 
METHODS: 

The course may be based on lectures, discussions of assigned readings, and seminars. Participants may be 
responsible for in-class discussions of assigned readings. 
 

 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 
 

 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Course may be challenged. Alternative methods may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Stone, Linda, 2000, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. 2nd edition Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press 
Mascia-Lees, Frances, Nancy Black, 2000, Gender and Anthropology. Prospect Heights, Ill.: Waveland Press. ISBN 1-
57766-066-8. 
Brettell, Caroline, Carolyn Sargent (editors), 2004, Gender in Cross-Cultural Perspective. 4/e. Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice-Hall. 
Additional or substitute readings may be incorporated into the course. 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

No unusual supplies needed. 
 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Research paper(s) on a selected topic(s) 20-30% 
Exams     40-60% 
Participation    10-20% 
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COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
PART 1 Basic Concepts in Social Organization, Kinship, and Gender  
 
Session 1  Introduction to course and basic concepts. 
     
Session 2 Basic concepts (continued) and issues in studies of kinship, and gender. 
 
Session 3  Marriage and Exchange. 
 
PART 2 This section looks at specific studies of different types of societies showing examples of types of 
Kinship Systems and Social Structure, and the interplay of Political, Gender, Ceremonial, and Economic 
Activities.  
 
Sessions 4/5  Kinship and Gender in Societies with Patrilineal Descent. 

Sessions 6/7 Kinship and Gender in Societies with Matrilineal Descent. 

Sessions 8/9 Kinship and Gender in Societies with Double and Cognatic Descent. 

Session 10 Kinship and Gender in Societies with Bilateral Kinship. 
 
Session 11 Kinship and Gender in North American Society. 
 
Session 12 Current Issues in the Study of Human Societies. 
 
Session 13 Current Issues (continued) and Student Essay Presentations. 
 
 
 


