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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  

 
ANTH 211    Social, Cultural & Media Studies 3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UCFV CREDITS 
Aboriginal Peoples in BC: Contemporary Issues 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will focus on issues of importance to aboriginal communities in BC related to land claims, self-government, 
and various aspects of community development including education, family, health and wellness, and resource 
management, as well as urbanization. Relevant historical events, circumstances, and/or current initiatives will be 
explored using key concepts and methods of analysis used by social scientists. Significant aspects of aboriginal/non-
aboriginal interactions, relationships, and experiences will be examined.  

 
 

PREREQUISITES: None, ANTH 111 strongly recommended 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: ANTH 112       
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take: ANTH 112 for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once per calendar year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: Fall 1976 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2009 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2013 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Luanne Yellowfly  
Department Head: Eric Spalding   Date approved: October 3, 2008  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: November 14, 2008  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved: December 5, 2008  
Dean/Associate VP: Eric Davis   Date approved: December 10, 2008  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 30, 2009  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• identify historical and current circumstances characterizing Aboriginal peoples of BC 
• discuss some of the major issues related to Aboriginal peoples in BC 
• be aware of the historical basis of current relations between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities 
• develop a critical understanding of the interactions between different cultural groups and their implications for 

the Aboriginal life-experiences in BC 
• cite examples of tradition-based resource practices by Aboriginal groups in a contemporary setting 
• identify processes, strategies and options that contribute to positive future relations between Aboriginal and 

non-Aboriginal communities in BC 
 

METHODS:  

May vary by instructor but typical methods would likely include interactive lectures, seminar work, field trips, group work, 
guest presentations, video, etc. 
 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Methods including examination(s), portfolio assessment, and interview(s) will be considered on a 
case-by-case basis. 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

· New Histories for Old: Changing Perspectives on Canada’s Native Pasts, Ted Binnema & Susan 
Neylan, 2007 

· Be of Good Mind :Essays on the Coast Salish, Bruce G. Miller (editor), 2007 
· Our Box was Full: an Ethnography for the Delgamuukw Plaintiffs, Richard Daly, 2005 
· Aboriginal Peoples of Canada: Contemporary Conflicts, James S. Frideres, 2001, 6th edition 
· You Are Asked To Witness: The Sto:lo in Canada’s Pacific Coast History, edited by Keith Thor 

Carlson, Sto:lo Heritage Trust, 1997 
· Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, 1996 
· Stolen Continents, by Ronald Wright, 1992 
· various documents, by Ministry of Aboriginal Affairs, Province of BC, & Federal Treaty Negotiation 

Office 
·  various documents,  by Ministry of Indian Affairs & Northern Development,  Canada 
 

Journals available 
 

Native Studies Review   Aboriginal Times   Anthropologica  
American Anthropologist  American Ethnologist 
Cultural Survival Quarterly  Current Anthropology    
Canadian Ethnic Studies  First Nations Free Press 

 
*Note: To maintain current relevancy of course materials, the instructor may opt to develop a course pack instead of 
and/or to complement textbooks 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

May vary by instructor. There are generally no unusual supplies required for this course 
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STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

2 midterm exams 20% each 40% 
Final exam  25% 
2 group assignments 10% each 20% 
Class participation (individual)  10% 
Group participation  .    5% 
  100% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

• Introduction: Profile Overview of Aboriginal Peoples in BC 
- aboriginal demographics in BC 
- key anthropological concepts  

• Land Claims & Treaties 
- historical basis 
- significant documents and legislation 
- current outcomes and cases 

• Self-government: Issues and Concerns 
- significant processes & principles 
- current activities potential implications 

• Community Development Issues: 
 education 
 family 
 health & wellness 
 resource management strategies 

- traditional resource practices in the contemporary setting 
 urbanization 

• Implications for the Future 
 
 

 
 


