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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Anthropology 220 looks at the lives of some of the people of the “third world” by considering case studies
from Latin America. Particular attention is given to the peasantry (indigenous and non indigenous), and to
cultural changes within that group due to processes such as globalization, economic and technological
change, population pressures and the availability of land, the commercialization of agriculture, colonization
programs, the cocaine industry, migration, emigration and urbanization.
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COREQUISITES: N/A
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

This course is designed to help students to become more familiar with the problems of social and cultural change in the
underdeveloped world. In achieving this general goal, specific attention is given to that group known as the peasantry. By
the end of the course, students will have:

- Anappreciation of the broad problems and changes faced by the people of the “Third World” in general.

- Anunderstanding of the peasantry as a social group and of some of the on-going changes affecting that group.

- Been introduced to changes within the peasantry itself (peasant attitudes, worldview, aspirations and responses
as well as structural changes).

- Developed an understanding of change via agrarian reform, development projects and more radical forms of
structural change.

- Been introduced to the impact of “cultural diffusion” from the developed world, with emphasis on the religious
sphere.

- An appreciation of the inter-connectedness of the social sciences and of the usefulness of a holistic approach to
the study of society and culture.

- Been sensitized to some of the major problems facing developing countries.

- Been sensitized to the issue of subjectivity, motive and bias in efforts to understand and gain information about,
socio-cultural change.

- Will have developed an informational and theoretical base from which to better understand international current
events.

- Will have developed an informational and theoretical base from which to better understand and work within
underdeveloped countries.

METHODS:

Lectures, class discussions augmented by photographic, film and video materials.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR X Yes [ ]No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Course may be challenged. Alternative methods will be looked at on a case-by-case basis.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Burgos- Debray, Elizabeth, ed.
1988. 1...Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala. Londan: Verso.
Wilson, Carter.
1974. Crazy February: Death and Life in the Mayan Highlands of Mexico.
Berkley: University of California Press.
McGee, R. Jon.
2002. Watching Lacondon Maya Lives.
London. Allyn and Bacon.
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SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

No unusual supplies are needed for this course.

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

1500-2000 word essay 40%
Quizl ............ 15%
Quiz2 ............ 15%
Final Exam .... 30%
100 %
COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

e  Conceptual Frameworks
(e.g. Anthropology as a discipline, human socio-cultural adaptations, models and theoretical
discussion about development, underdevelopment and modernization).

e Latin American case studies past and present-Cultural adaptations of the Aztecs, Maya, Incas,
Waorani and the Uru

e  Colonial patterns and their impact in the present.

e Peasant communities I: open and closed communities.

e  Peasant communities Il: religion, syncretism, the cargo system and prestige.
e Peasant communities I11: the land question and current trends in agriculture.
e Peasant communities IV: colonization, coca, cocaine and civil wars.

e Frontier or homeland: the colonization of Amazonia.



