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ANTH 225 Social, Cultural and Media Studies 3
COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Urban Life

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines some of the diverse meanings of urban life and culture, as well as the impacts of cities and
urbanism within human social life. An introductory survey, it focuses particularly on the origins and processes of
urbanization, on social differentiation within cities, and on the potential meanings of the urban landscape. Readings are
centred on the diverse ethnography of urban locations, and discussions will aim to extend these readings to a critical
understanding of local, regional, national, and transnational urbanism.

Note: This course is offered as ANTH 225 and SOC 225. Students may take only one of these for credit.

PREREQUISITES: ANTH 102 or SOC 101
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(@) Replaces: SCMS 225

(b) Cross-listed with: SOC 225

(c) Cannot take: SOC 225 for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 25 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 20 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings:

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes ] No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes [1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes [ 1No

Course designer(s): Nicola Mooney

Department Head: Eric Spalding Date approved: September 11, 2009
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: November 6, 2009
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Kloster Date approved: January 2010
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: January 2010

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: January 29, 2010
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

e demonstrate a knowledge of selected ideas and issues in urban anthropology, including anthropological and
sociological theories and interpretations of urban life

e utilize a working vocabulary of concepts used in urban anthropology/sociology and particularly by urban
ethnographers

e express a basic understanding of the similarities and diversities of cross-cultural urban life and articulate a
basic appreciation of the ways in which physical location and experience might influence human social
organization, behavior, and thought

e demonstrate the development of a critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of urban anthropology
through reading, writing, discussion, and presentation

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures, discussion, and video/DVD presentations.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
X] Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Gmelch, George and Walter Zenner, eds. Urban Life: Readings in Urban Anthropology (2002, Waveland Press)

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Tests/exams (2) 30%
Position papers (2) 20%
Mental map and critical essay 30%
Presentation 10%
Contribution to discussion 10%

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Introduction and Definitions: What is Urban Anthropology, and why study it?
Anthropologists and Fieldwork in Cities

The Origins and Characteristics of Cities

Meanings and Processes of Urbanization: Patterns of, and Factors in, the Growth of Cities
Urbanization and Rurality

Urbanization, Modernity, and Development

Kinship and Community in the City

Gender and Sexuality in the City

Poverty and Inequality in the City

Race and Ethnicity in the City

The Diasporic and Global City
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