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INTRODUCTION TO ARCHAEOLOGY

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

An introduction to archaeological concepts and techniques, and an examination of the archaeological record of early societies throughout the world.
Special emphasis will be placed on understanding the archaeological and heritage record of British Columbia.

PREREQUISITES: ANTH 101 recommended
COREQUISITES: None
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(a) Replaces: N/A [

(Course #) (Department / Program)
(b) Cannot take N/A for further credit [

(Course #) E (Department / Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 45 hrs [
Seminar: hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Laboratory: hrs
Field Experience: hrs
Student Directed Learning: hrs
Other (Specify): hrs

[

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT: 35

EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERING:

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) YES X NO
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) YES NO

TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: YES X NO

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course designer(s): Chairperson:

Douglas R. Hudson (Curriculum Committee)
Department Head: Dean:

Jean Ballard Virginia B. Cooke
PAC Approval in Principle Date: PAC Final Approval Date:
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES/ LEARNING OUTCOMES:
To provide a general introduction to the field of archaeology, the history of archaeology, and how archaeological concepts

have been applied in the interpretation of selected sites throughout the world.
METHODS:

Lecture, demonstration, small group practice, discussion, audio-visual presentation, use of models and charts.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR YES NO

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Ashmore, W., R. Shearer, 1989, Discovering our Past: A Brief Introduction to Archaeology. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield.

Mcintosh, Jane, 1986, The Practical Archaeologist. New York: Facts on File.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

1. Brief on-going assignments 25%
These will deal with materials assigned for reading or viewing, and in-class lab assignments (e.g., classifying
objects).

2. Research journal 20%

In order to emulate field situations, participants will maintain a course research journal with entries on in-class
activities (these should be brief overviews), information obtained from field trips, and excavations.

3. Summative test, covering course material 30%
The summative test will be at the end of the course, and will cover basic terms and concepts, most of which we will
already have as part of our working vocabulary. A separate list of topics to know will be handed out.

4, Project report or essay based on
library research 25%

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Topics and Readings:
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Introduction to Course

Part 1 - What is Archaeology?

1. Archaeology and Anthropology
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapters 1 and 2
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 1
A/V: Other Peoples' Garbage

2. The History of Archaeology and Key Ideas in Archaeology

Political Uses of Archaeology

The <«old' and <new' archaeologies

Processual approaches

Ideas of Binford, systems theory

ethnoarchaeology

experimental archaeology
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapters 1,2,8,9
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 1
A/V: Myths and Moundbuilders

Part 2 - The Data of Archaeology

3. Background to the archaeological record of the Fraser Valley

4. The Data of Archaeology
Matrix and Provenience
Artifacts, subassemblages, and assemblages
Features
Sites
Ecological data
Settlement Patterns
Chaco
Fraser Valley
components and phases
regions and culture areas
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer, Chapters 3 and 4
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 2, also pages 172-173 of Part 5 (Place Names)

Part 3: Doing Archaeological Research

5. Research Designs and Excavation Techniques
Archaeological reconnaissance
remote sensing
sampling
random sampling
stratified random sampling
site survey
research plans
laying out a grid
excavation
horizontal
vertical
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapter 4
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Parts 3 and 6

6. Classification Systems
processing archaeological data
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taxonomy
lithics
ceramics
metals
organics
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapter 5
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 4 (especially pages 104-11 and 118-127)

Part 4 - Analysis and Interpretation of Archaeological Data

7. Dating the Past and Developing a Regional Chronology
Relative dating
stratification
superposition
typologies
seriation
cross-dating
Absolute dating
radiocarbon dating
potassium argon dating
fission track dating
obsidian hydration
dendrochronology
thermoluminescence
archaeomagnetic dating
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapter 6
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 4 (especially pages 130-45), and 36-37 of Part 1)

8. Reconstructing economic activities
subsistence and diet
zooarchaeology
vegetal remains
faunal remains
economic activities of the Fraser Valley
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapters 7 and 8
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 4 (especially pages 112-13) and Part 5

9. Reconstructing social and political organizations
settlement patterns
trade and exchange systems
social organization in the archaeological record burials
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapters 7 and 8
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 5
Case studies: Harrapan civilization, Maya
A/V: "Maya Lords of the Jungle"
10. Reconstructing ideology and belief systems
Readings:
Ashmore & Shearer: Chapters 7 and 8
Mclintosh: The Practical Archaeologist, Part 5

11. Student Research Reports: in-class presentations

Support Resources:

Books on archaeology are found in the CC, GN, and E sections of the library. The following journals are available in the
LRC for use in projects:
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American Antiguity
Current Anthropology
The Midden

Science

The Smithsonian

BC Studies
Datum

Natural History
Scientific American

World Archeology




