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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

 
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Social Cultural & Media Studies 
ANTH 240    3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

Introduction to Archaeology 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
 
 
 
 
 

 
PREREQUISITES: None. ANTH 101 recommended. 
COREQUISITES: N/A 

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:    
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:  For further credit.  
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS    LENGTH OF COURSE:  
Lectures: 25 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:  
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:  Hrs    
Field Experience:  Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:  Hrs    
Other (Specify):  Hrs    

 
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Once per year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: [Sept. 93/rev. 1998]
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: [Sept 2003] 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: [Sept 2007] 
(Four years after implementation date) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  

Douglas Hudson Jim Andersen (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  

Jean Ballard Virginia Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:  PAC Final Approval Date: October 30, 2002 
   

An introduction to archaeological concepts and techniques, and an examination of the archaeological record 
of early societies throughout the world. Special emphasis will be placed on understanding the archaeological 
and heritage record of British Columbia. 
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COURSE NAME/NUMBER 
 
 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
METHODS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR    Yes   No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 
Course may be challenged. A sample challenge would include: 
 
Participation and involvement in an archaeology project; submission of a portfolio indicating activities; comprehensive 
essay demonstrating knowledge of key concepts and ideas as outlined in an introductory archaeology course. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This course will provide a basis for students to do the following: 
 

• Demonstrate knowledge of selected ideas and issues in archaeology, and theories and interpretations 
of various issues in archaeology. 

• Develop a working vocabulary of concepts used in anthropological and archaeological 
interpretations of archaeological materials and sites. 

• Demonstrate critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of archaeology through videos, 
reading, writing, discussions, and presentations. 

• Carry out independent research on a selected topic that focuses on archaeological concepts and ideas.
• Present ideas of archaeology in a variety of situations and formats, including discussions and written 

assignments. 

This course is based on lectures, discussions of assigned readings, audio-visual material, in-class 
analysis of archaeological material, and possible field trips.  Participants are responsible for arranging 
their own transport to field trips. 

Price, Douglas, Gary Feinman. 
 2001. Images of the Past. McGraw Hill. 
Staeck, John. 
 2001. Back to the Earth: An Introduction to Archaeology. Mayfield Press. 
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SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
 
Students are expected to provide their own basic instruments (ruler, magnifying glass, and other similar equipment). 
Approx cost $20. – $30. excluding tests and notebooks. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
 

Essay  ………   10% 
Mid term  ……   30% 
Presentation …   10% 
Final Exam  ……..  40%  
In Class Exercises….  10%     

100 %  

Session 1: Introduction and Overview of Archaeology 
Session 2:  What is Archaeology? A brief history of Archaeology. 
Session 3: (What is Archaeology? A brief history cont’d) 
Session 4: Basic Ideas and Issues in Archaeology. 
Session 5: Basic Methods and Dating Techniques in Archaeology. 
Session 6: (Basic Methods and Dating Techniques in Archaeology cont’d) 
Session 7:  What to look for: The Data of Archaeology, and the early archaeological record of 

hunting gathering societies, with special emphasis on the early record of the Western 
Hemisphere. 

Session 8: (What to look for cont’d). 
Session 9: The Data of Archaeology Organics, and the reconstruction of the economies and 

cultures of early agricultural societies. 
Session10: (The Data of Archaeology Organics cont’d). 
Session 11: The archaeological record of the Western Hemisphere. 
Session 12: (The archaeological record of the Western Hemisphere cont’d). 
Session 13: The archaeological record of city states and prehistoric Europe. 
Session 14:  Field Trip 
Session 15: Final Exam 
 


