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ANTH 240  Social, Cultural and Media Studies  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Introduction to Archaeology 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course is an introduction to basic archaeological theories, concepts, and methods, with examples drawn from the 
archaeological record of early societies throughout the world. Special emphasis will be placed on understanding the 
archaeological and heritage record of Canada and British Columbia. 

 
PREREQUISITES: None. ANTH 101 recommended. 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 25 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once per year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1998 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2014 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Douglas Hudson  
Department Head: Stephen Piper   Date approved: April 2011  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: April 29, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte    Date approved: November 8, 2013  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: November 22, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate knowledge of selected ideas and issues in archaeology, and theories and interpretations of 

various issues in archaeology. 
• Develop a working vocabulary of concepts used in anthropological and archaeological interpretations of 

archaeological materials and sites. 
• Demonstrate critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of archaeology through videos, reading, 

writing, discussions, and presentations. 
• Carry out independent research on a selected topic that focuses on archaeological concepts and ideas. 
• Present ideas of archaeology in a variety of situations and formats, including discussions and written 

assignments. 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

This course is based on lectures, discussions of assigned readings, audio-visual material, and in-class analysis of  
archaeological material. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Participation and involvement in an archaeology project; submission of a portfolio indicating activities; 
comprehensive essay demonstrating knowledge of key concepts and ideas as outlined in an introductory archaeology 
course. 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts might be:] 

Thomas, David Hurst, Robert L. Kelly, Peter Dawson, 2009, Archaeology. 1st Canadian edition. Nelson Education. ISBN-
10: 0176103066  ISBN-13: 9780176103064  
Plus additional selected readings. 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Essay   25% 
Mid-term   25% 
Presentation  10% 
Final exam   30% 
In-class exercises 10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Session 1: Introduction and Overview of Archaeology 
Session 2:  Brief History of Archaeology and Explanations in Archaeology 
Session 3: (What is Archaeology? A brief history cont’d) 
Session 4: Doing Archaeology: Fieldwork. 
Session 5: Classification and Material Analysis 
Session 6: Dating Methods 
Session 7: Midterm exam and start interpreting resource use: Ethnoarchaeology, Archaeozoology, and Archaeobotany 
Session 8: Interpreting resource use: Ethnoarchaeology, Archaeozoology, and Archaeobotany (continued) 
Session 9: The Body in Archaeology 
Session10: Reconstructing Culture, Society, and Symbolism 
Session 11: Reconstructing Culture, Society and, Symbolism –Continued 
Session 12: Cultural Resource Management, Ethics, and, Competing World Views 
Session 13: Case Studies of Archaeology in British Columbia 
Session 14: Final Exam 
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