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ANTH 267  SCMS  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Religions and Globalization: Migration, Exile, and Diaspora 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course explores the transformation of religious practices and beliefs in relation to post-colonial experiences of 
migration, exile, and diaspora. We will begin with a brief examination of globalization, post-colonial, and diaspora 
theories and proceed to examine the connections between religion, ethnicity, politics, gender, and social position in 
transnational contexts, as well as the intersections between religion and notions of home, community, citizenship, and 
identity. The role of media and internet in diaspora community and religious life may also be explored. 

 

PREREQUISITES: ANTH 130 recommended. 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 25 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every 2 years.  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2014 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Nicola Mooney  
Department Head: Stephen Piper   Date approved: September 30, 2013  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: n/a  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: October 11, 2013  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: October 11, 2013  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: October 25, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• understand and explain central course concepts (e.g. religion, globalization, migration, exile, diaspora) 
• describe and analyze how religions are transformed in globalized diasporic contexts, with reference to particular 

ethnographic cases 
• recognize and articulate how globalized and diasporic experiences of religion intersects other aspects of culture 

(e.g. history, ethnicity, gender, media, power, the state) 
• apply the theoretical and ethnographic literatures of the course to personal experience (where relevant) 
• better appreciate civil society debates concerning citizenship and multiculturalism 
• demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of diaspora and related concepts through reading, writing, 

discussion, presentation, review/analysis, and the completion of a research assignment or project 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Primary format of instruction is lecture; course will also involve discussion, film/multimedia, and student presentations. 
Class may involve a fieldtrip. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts might be:] 

Diasporas, Stephane Dufoix (Trans. William Rodamor, 2008, UCLA Press) 
Gatherings in Diaspora: Religious Communities and the New Immigration, eds. R. Stephen Warner and  
Judith J. Wittner (1998, Temple University Press) 
Imagined Diasporas among Manchester Muslims: The Public Performance of Pakistani Transnational Identity Politics, 
Pnina Werbner (2002, SAR Press) 
Mama Lola: A Vodou Priestess in Brooklyn, Karen McCarthy Brown (2001, UCLA Press) 
Many Petals of the Lotus: Five Asian Buddhist Communities in Toronto, Janet MacLellan (1999, UT Press) 
The Guru's Gift: An Ethnography Exploring Gender Equality with North American Sikh Women, Cynthia Mahmood and  
Stacey Brady (1999, McGraw-Hill) 
The Globalisation of Charismatic Christianity: Spreading the Gospel of Prosperity, Simon Coleman (2007, Cambridge UP) 
The Hindu Diaspora: Comparative Patterns, Steven Vertovec (2001, Routledge) 
The Hyena People: Ethiopian Jews in Christian Ethiopia, Hagar Salamon (1999, UCLA Press) 
Additionally, a course reader may include articles by Brian Keith Axel, Kim Butler, James Clifford, Arif Dirlik, Key Ganguly, U  
Hannerz, Renato Rosaldo, William Safran, and Edward Said, among others. 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Quizzes and tests  40% 
Presentation   5% 
Essay outline   10% 
Essay    30% 
Participation/discussion  15% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Weeks 1-3: History and theory 
Week 4: Judaism  
Week 5: Christianity  
Weeks 6 - 7: Islam  
Weeks 8 - 9: African religions  
Weeks 10 - 11: Hinduism 
Weeks 12 - 13: Sikhism  
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