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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: SOCIAL, CULTURAL & MEDIA STUDIES 

ANTH 268 ANTH 120 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

CULTURE AND ENVIRONMENT 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Our world is facing an environmental crisis as a result of increasing population growth, water, soil, air, and noise pollution, and overuse of 
rural resources.  Using anthropological models and methods of analysis, this course will explore the fundamental relationship between people 
and their environment.  We will compare and contrast different cultural perspectives within our own industrial society, as well as among 
hunters and gatherers and tribal agriculturalists in other societies. 

 
PREREQUISITES: None, but either SOC 101 or ANTH 102 is strongly recommended 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces: ANTH 120        
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take: ANTH 120 for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: At least once within 4 yr cyc
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2002 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2006 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Luanne Yellowfly        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Jean Ballard  Virginia B. Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 14, 2001 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• To introduce some major theories and concepts relating to the study of environment 
• To introduce students to some of major environmental issues (present & future) 
• To examine the cultural basis of human relationships with nature (past, present & future) 
• To develop a critical understanding of the interconnections between different cultural world views and their implications for 

the natural world 
• To explore possible future approaches (strategies & options) of western culture in relation to environment 

 
 
METHODS: 

May vary by instructor, but typical methods would likely include interactive lecture, seminar work, field trips, guest presentations, video, 
etc. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Course challenge.  Alternative methods may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
The selection of textbooks and course materials varies by instructor.  An example of textbooks might be: 
 
suggestions for required texts: 
 
Townsend, Patricia K.  Environmental Anthropology:  from pigs to politics, Waveland Press, Inc. 2001 
F. Kurt Cylke, Jr., The Environment, Harper Collins Canada Ltd., 1994 
Milton, Kay (ed), Environmentalism: the View from Anthropology, Routledge, London, 1993 
Mitman, Gregg, The State of Nature:  Ecology, Community and American Social Thought 1900 – 1950, University of Chicago Press, 1992 
Royal Society of Canada, Constance Mungall & Digby J. McLaren (editors), Planet Under Stress:  the challenge of global change, Oxford 
  University Press, 1991 
Leiss, William, The Domination of Nature, Beacon Press, Boston 
Schnailberg, Allan, The Environment:  from surplus to scarcity, Oxford University press 
Moran, E.F. (Ed), The Ecosystem Approach in Anthroplogy, University of Michigan, Michigan, 1990 
 
Journals available 
 
Environment History Review  New Internationalist 
American Anthropologist   American Ethnologist 
Cultural Survival Quarterly   Current Anthropology 
Human Ecology    Ethnology 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

May vary by instructor.  There are generally no unusual supplies required for this course. 
 
 



 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Midterm exams (2 x 20%)  40% 
Final exam   25% 
Assignments (group)  (2 x 10%) 20% 
Class participation (individual) 10% 
Group participation    5% 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
Part One:  introduction to study of “the environment” 
 - culture and world views on human relationships with Nature (past, present, future) 
 - cultural strategies and approaches to the environment 
 - culture & environment: 
 
Part Two:  Environmental Issues and Problems 
 - different cultures & world views = different issues/problems 
 - interconnection between culture & environment with economy, political order, social systems, religion, demographics,  
   ideology 
 
Part Three:  Options & Implications 
 - possible approaches to sustainability and natural resource use 
 - potential remedies for environmental issues (what options are available?) 
 - implications for individuals, communities, nations and global survival 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


