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ANTH 268

COURSE NAME/NUMBER

Social, Cultural and Media Studies 3

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS

Culture and Environment

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Our world is facing an environmental crisis as a result of increasing population growth, water, soil, air, and noise
pollution, and overuse of rural resources. Using anthropological models and methods of analysis, this course will
explore the fundamental relationship between people and their environment. We will compare and contrast different
cultural perspectives within our own industrial society, as well as among hunters and gatherers and tribal

agriculturalists in other societies.

PREREQUISITES: None, but either SOC 101 or ANTH 102 is strongly recommended.

COREQUISITES: None
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S):

SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)

(a) Replaces: ANTH 120
(b) Cross-listed with:
(c) Cannot take: ANTH 120

for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45

STRUCTURE OF HOURS:

TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:
Length of course:

Lectures: 30 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 15 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Once every 2 years
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes [ 1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes [ 1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes ] No

Course designer(s): Luanne Yellowfly

Department Head: Stephen Piper

Date approved: May 2013

Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai

Date of meeting: n/a
Date approved: May 10, 2013

Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte

Date approved: May 10, 2013

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: June 21, 2013
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
e Apply major theories and concepts relating to the study of environment
¢ Analyze some major environmental issues (present and future)
e Explain the cultural basis of human relationships with nature (past, present, and future)
¢ Demonstrate a critical understanding of the interconnections between different cultural world views and their
implications for the natural world,
e Evaluate possible future approaches (strategies and options) of western culture in relation to the environment

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

May vary by instructor, but typical methods would likely include interactive lecture, seminar work, field trips, guest
presentations, video, etc.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

] Examination(s) [ Portfolio assessment L1 Interview(s)
X Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case by case basis.
1 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Suggestions for required texts:

Townsend, Patricia K. Environmental Anthropology: from pigs to politics, Waveland Press, Inc. 2001

Peterson del Mar, David, Environmentalism, Pearson Education, 2006

Hornborg, Alf & Crumley, Carole L., (editors) The world System and the Earth System: global socioenvironmental
change and sustainability since the Neolithic, Left Coast Press, 2007

Duke, David Freeland (editor), Canadian Environmental History, Canadian Scholars’ Press, 2006

Kovel, Joel, The Enemy of Nature: the End of Capitalism or the End of the World?, Fernwood Publishing, 2007
Menzies, Charles R., (editor),Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Natural Resource Management, University of
Nebraska Press, 2006

Goldfarb, Theodore D. Taking Sides: Clashing Views on Environmental Issues (9th ed), McGraw-Hill/Duskin, 2001
Guha, Ramachandra, Environmentalism: a Global History, Longman, 2000

Palmer, Joy, Fifty Key Thinkers on the Environment, Routledge, 2001

Foltz, Richard C., Worldviews, Religion and the Environment: a Global Anthology, Thomson Wadsworth, 2003
Gottlieb, Roger S., This Sacred Earth: Religion, Nature Environment, Routledge, 1996

Classics:

Rachel Carson, Silent Spring, Houghton Mifflin Press, 1962

White, Lynn, Jr., The Historical Roots of Our Environmental Crisis, Science,155 (March 10, 1967), pp.1203-1207
(1967)

Leiss, William, The Domination of Nature, Beacon Press, Boston (1974)

Schnailberg, Allan, The Environment: From Surplus to Scarcity, Oxford University press(1980)

Suzuki, David, The Sacred Balance: Rediscovering our Place in Nature, Douglas & Mcintyre Publishing Group, 1997

Journals available:
Environment: History Review
New Internationalist
American Anthropologist
American Ethnologist
Cultural Survival Quarterly
Current Anthropology
Human Ecology Ethnology
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SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

May vary by instructor. There are generally no unusual supplies required for this course.

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Midterm exam 25%
Final exam 30%
Class presentation 15%
Group Project 20%

Class participation (individual) 10%

COURSE CONTENT
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1: Introduction — Concepts and Perspectives
Weeks 2-3: Worldviews on the Environment
- culture and world views on human relationships with Nature (past, present, future)
- cultural strategies and approaches to the environment
Weeks 4-5: Hunter-Gatherers
- interconnection between culture and environment with economy, political order, social systems,
religion
- world views = different issues/problems
Weeks 7-8: Pastoral and Horticulturalists
- interconnection between culture and environment with economy, political order, social systems,
religion
- world views = different issues/problems
Weeks 9-12: Industrialists
- interconnection between culture and environment with economy, political order, social systems,
religion
- world views = different issues/problems
- class presentations
Week 13: Environmental Strategies for the Future
- new and emerging options for cultural interaction with the environment
- implications for individuals, communities, nations, and global survival
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